
WESTWOOD UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

  
���

���
���

	
�
���

�
�



���
�
�

�
�
���

���
���

�
�
���




Responding to                                   
God’s Call                           
to Make                                

Disciples of  
Jesus Christ 
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Westwood UMC is in that reshaping time within our community and call. 
This is where we stop some things we have been doing and focus care-
fully on what really needs to be done for worship, growth and service. 
Dr. Lovett Weems, former seminary president, professor and consultant 
writes about keeping our eyes as a church on what God is doing in this 
article called, Congregational Focus .  
 
Dan Aleshire, executive director of the Association of Theological 
Schools in the U. S. and Canada, went back to his home town in Ohio 
to chronicle the ways in which the churches of the community had 
changed since his family moved there fifty years before. One church 
was Concord United Methodist Church located in open country when 
Dan was growing up there. Now the farms that once surrounded the church are replaced 
by sub-divisions and strip malls. The Concord church building still stands as it did with its 
stained glass windows and steeple but now as the Concord Chapel Pet Hospital. Aleshire 
notes that there are thriving United Methodist churches in the area, but “this picture post-
card of a church must have been slow stepping when the dance called for quick-quick.” 
 
What happened?   
In all likelihood, that picture postcard of a church lost its focus. As with all organizations, 
local churches face the challenge of focus. In the early years of a new congregation,  
attention is narrowly focused on connecting with people in the community, providing  
inspired worship services, and building relationships that hold people together. As time 
goes by and the church develops with a host of administrative, pastoral, program, and 
physical needs, attention becomes more broadly dispersed. Churches begin decline when 
they lose the power of focused vision and come to see “doing ministry” as performing all 
the countless tasks needed to maintain the church.  
 
At every chapter in a congregation’s life, it must clarify the few things most important for  
it to take the next faithful step. The other tasks will still be done, but now everything must 
be viewed through the lens of the vision — that is, the form that the mission takes in this  
particular chapter, given the church’s context. Without such deliberate reconsideration  
that takes account of both the church’s identity and its changing environment, decline is  
inevitable. 
 
Thriving congregations are able in each chapter of their lives to focus on those few  
essential things required for continued vitality. What we are doing now at Westwood is 
reshaping those “early years” while maintaining the few programs that are needed to  
provide care and health for our church.   
 
Here are a few books that I’m reading now to help plan for our church’s future:  
· Simple Church by Rainer and Geiger 
· Heroic Leadership, by  Lowney  
· Touch, by Rasmus  
· Ultimately Responsible by Kibbey 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is the senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church 
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Pastor………………………………Lee Strawhun 
Associate Pastor………………  Kathleen Kisner 
Visitation Pastor………………..David Schneider 
Director of Student Ministries………Ryan Crabb 
Minister of Worship & Arts ……….Michael Kelly 
Organist…………………………….Scott Kimmell 
Preschool Director……………………Su Barbee 
Financial Secretary ………   Carol Krumpelbeck  
Office Manager…………………….Julie Fletcher 
Building Superintendent……….Duncan Cordrey 
Food Service…………………….Pam Christman 
Chimes Editor………………. Christina McMullin 

“He handed out gifts…. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ’s body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.”�����������������	�
��
��

Thank you for honoring friends and loved ones by donating to the following funds:  

MEMORIAL FUND 

In memory of Elsie McClary by Stephen & Karen Thompson 

In memory of Elsie McClary by Diane Schill 

In memory of Elsie McClary by Esther M. Zenni 

In memory of Milt Sullivan by Richard & Elise Eslinger 

In memory of Dottie Tholke by Richard & Elise Eslinger 

In memory of Dottie Tholke by Jerry & Sally Skidmore 

In memory of Dottie Tholke by Ivan Moehle 

In memory of Dottie Tholke by Marjorie Schierloh 

WESMATES FUND 

In memory of Robert A. Wood by Donna Wuerdeman 

In memory of Bill Heiss by  Paul & Joanne Ward 

In memory of Bill Heiss by William & Janet Schulte 

In memory of Bill Heiss by James & Evelyn Wernke 

In memory of Bill Heiss by Harry & Linda O’Connor 

In memory of Bill Heiss by Raymond Norden 

In memory of Bill Heiss by Jack & Eldoris Bunch 

In memory of Bill Heiss by Elizabeth & Margaret Anger 

In memory of Bill Heiss by Hans & Jean Hafer 

In memory of Bill Heiss by Norvin & Jean Mansfield 

In memory of Bill Heiss by Cliff & Dona McMahon 

In memory of Bill Heiss by Helen Vath 

In memory of Bill Heiss by Robert & June Brandt 

In memory of Bill Heiss by Barry & Karen Webb 

In memory of Dottie Tholke by Norvin & Jean Mansfield 

MUSIC FUND 

In memory of Dottie Tholke by Cleta Sullivan, Sharon & Linda 

In memory of Dottie Tholke by Edith Brandon 

In memory of Elsie McClary by Sally Dessauer 

In memory of Dottie Tholke by Al & Jackie Armstrong 

FOOD PANTRY 

Our prayers and condolences go out to the family and friends of :  

���������	�� who passed away on October 19, 2011 


�������

� who passed away on October 27, 2011 

�������������� who passed away on November 6, 2011  

By Su Barbee 
Preschool Director 
 
“God gave you a gift of 86,400 seconds today.  Have you used one to say "thank you?"   
~William A. Ward 
 
We teach our children to say “please” and “thank you”.  With Halloween just a few weeks 
past, my children had a lot of practice….and a lot of reminding.  In fact, “thank you” and 
“please” are some of the first phrases we teach our children, and we beam proudly when 
we are complimented on their good manners.  At the same time, we are mortified when 

our children correct us for not saying “thank you”, “please”, or “you’re welcome”. 
 
Thank yous for those big items come easy.  It is the little thank yous I find myself forgetting.  My husband 
unloading the dishwasher, my kids running a load of laundry, the little picture drawn with crayons stuck in my 
purse…these thank yous are sometimes forgotten and yet are so meaningful. 
 
I try to live my day in prayer, thanking God for everything from the glory of seeing the day and being with my 
family to the little things, such as hitting all green lights.  But even here, I know I sometimes falter.  However, 
it is through prayer that I can become more vigilant in my thank yous to God, my family, my friends, and all 
those I encounter in my life who reach out to help me. 
 
We have been saying several thank yous this month at preschool.  Sending cards and candy to our troops, 
we said thank you for serving our country.  To our parents, we’ve said thank you for attending our open 
houses, supporting our fundraisers, and donating their time and paper supplies.  To our teachers, we’ve said 
thank you for their constant work in making the school day fun and educational for our students.  And, during 
Chapel Time this month, we’ve said thank you to God for all of the blessings He’s bestowed on us.  We truly 
are thankful for our many gifts. 
 
If you would like to spend some time with our preschool children, please contact me 
at 661-1166 or drop a note in my mailbox or at my desk. 
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Messages of Hope  
at  

Westwood United 
Methodist Church 

 
  8:30 AM Communion Service,    
                 Chapel 
 
  9:30 AM Traditional Service,                     
                 Sanctuary 
 
10:00 AM New Covenant,  
                 Chapel 
 
11:00 AM The Journey               
                 Contemporary Service, 
                 Epworth Hall 
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November 27  

1st Week of Advent  
Heart of the Giver  

Rev. Kathleen Kisner 






December 4  
2nd Week of Advent  

Choosing the Perfect Gift  
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
December 11  

3rd Week of Advent  
 Priceless 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 
 

December 18  
4th Week of Advent  
Wrapping the Gift  

Rev. Kathleen Kisner 
 

December 24  
Christmas Eve  

Unwrapping the Gift 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
December 25  

Christmas Day  
Best. Gift. Ever. 

Rev. Kathleen Kisner 
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First and Best in the West 
A.K.A. Square Dance for The Fellowship  

 
Right now, with the holidays ahead, you may feel like you 
need some downtime in January.  But by the time you get to 
January 20, you’ll have sat long enough and you’ll be ready 
for The Fellowship’s First Hullabaloo of 2012.  It will be time 
to put on your kicks and head up to the gym for a little 
square dancin’. 
 
So, bring your pardner and any yungins age 6 and up who 
are ready to dance and we’ll see you at 7:00 pm Friday, 
January 20 in the gym.  We’ll be hungry after all the reelin’ 
so bring your favorite dessert to share and we’ll provide the 
drinks to quench your thirst. 
 
$5.00 per person with a maximum of $12 per family.   
Sorry, pardners, no babysittin’ – just bring dancin’ yungins. 
 
Let Jenny and Phil Partridge at 451-6647 birdnest@fuse.net 
or Chris and Fred Tritschler at 347-0338 frtritsch@fuse.net 
by Jan. 10, 2012 that you’ll be joinin’ the fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are cordially invited to our many opportunities to celebrate the Christmas Season.  
Below are those opportunities to engage the entire family. 
 
November 27 �  2 pm — CHRISTMAS CRAFT  FAIR 
December 4 �  5 pm — CAROL AND CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
December 18 �  12:15 pm — JESUS' BIRTHDAY PARTY 
December 24 �  3 pm and 5 pm — FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 24 �  7 pm and 11 pm — CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  
December 25 �  10 am — CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

 

THURSDAY,  
DECEMBER 1 
@ 10:30 am. 

 
FINDING PEACE AT CHRISTMAS 

Celebrating the Birth of Christ  
 

What better way to bring in Christmas than 
through song.  Our own Mike Kelly and his 
wife Mariam will present a musical program 
especially for us.  If you haven't heard 
Mariam sing, she has a beautiful mezzo-
soprano voice.  There will be solos and  
duets of familiar Christmas carols as well 
some not so familiar.  This lovely music will 
touch your heart and soul.  If you are not a 
member of UMW plan to attend, you are 
most welcome.  The meeting will be  
followed by lunch.   

 
Call Sue Lunsford @ 941-2822  

to make lunch reservations. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1 @ 6:00 PM.      
   POTLUCK IN THE CHURCH PARLOR                    

Bring a favorite dish to share and your beverage   
as well as ideas for future get-togethers.  

RSVP: Sally Dessauer 662-6588 or  
Arlene Schwerin 662-8037                

Upcoming get-togethers for friendship and a good meal! 
If you don’t cook, stop by your favorite deli.   

Need transportation?  Call Sally Dessauer 662-6588 

Needed:  Inexpensive Transportation 
Lloyd has a 1992 Pontiac with 320,000+ miles; car is 
worn out.  Can come up with small down payment, 
would like to make monthly payments.  If you have an 
extra car, or can help with procuring one, please call 
Lloyd Pemberton at  513 - 628 - 0383.  Thank you! 

“Dementia and Alzheimer Disease”                                                                                                                          
Monday, December 5, 7:00 – 8:30 pm in the Church Pa rlor 

 
Want to learn more?  Rev. David Schneider has prepared an information session with helpful take-home material.  
The presentation will include:  Treatable causes of Dementia, types of Dementia, Early signs and advanced  
symptoms, AND a variety of suggestions on how to respond and care for the person and the family. 
 
Most of us know families who have questions about signs of Dementia; invite them to attend or come to get 
information to share with them.  All are welcome! 

����������������
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Matthew 25 Ministries 
By Elizabeth Anger 
 
Matthew 25 Ministries has been collecting used medicine bottles 
which are sent overseas to facilitates dispensing medicines in 
3rd World countries.  Many of you have been bringing your 
empty bottles to Church for this program.  Having heard recently 
that these bottles are being shredded, and inquiring to verify this, 
we have learning that pharmaceutical companies have learned of 
Matthew 25’s program and have been donating new bottles. 
   
Matthew 25 is still accepting used bottles but with the addition of the new bottles 
find that sometimes their “cup runneth over”, and yes, do shred some bottles.  
These bottles are recycled and the funds gained by recycling are used to pay 
the postage to ship the bottles overseas.  Keep the bottles coming, and be sure 
to keep the lids on.  Thanks for making this ministry possible. 

 
 
 
 
“From His fullness we have all received grace upon grace.” (John 1:16) 
 
What a season!  And what an amazing group of people we have here at Westwood UMC, 
both visible and behind the scenes, a group that serves as a vehicle for the Holy Spirit to  
enter our hearts through music, the Word, decorations, hospitality, and more.  Of course, 
many of these are the same people who recently helped provide a fittingly beautiful and  
inspiring memorial service for Dottie Tholke, our choir member of over fifty years.  With 
memories of her service and devotion firm in our minds, we look forward to an inspiring  
Advent and Christmas season—join us in this time of gift giving as we worship the true  
Giver and His amazing and gracious gift to us all: salvation through Jesus Christ. 
 
Making a joyful Noise, 
 
Dr. Michael Kelly 
Director of Worship and Arts 
661-3139 
mike@wumc.cc 
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By Gail Stewart 
 

WESLEY CHAPEL MISSION CENTER—DECEMBER’S 2 ND MILE GIVING 
At Wesley Chapel Mission Center located in Over-the-Rhine, our vision is to be a guiding light and haven.   
To accomplish this vision, we currently provide after-school and summer youth/children’s  
programs.  Our adult ministries include a sewing group called Quilted Lives and a weekly 
Prayer & Share time.  The KLASS (Keep Learning After School Stops) program at WCMC 
serves over 60 children K-8 daily and we have just received two grants to help us begin a  
program for our High School students!!!  God is good! 
 
We would like to thank those of you who have made such a huge impact on this ministry over 
the past few years!  Your time, resources and prayers are a huge part of God’s successes in our corner  
of Over-the-Rhine.  Here are some of the ways members of Westwood UMC have recently contributed: 
· Annual Breakfast Fundraiser volunteers for 2 years 
· Annual Breakfast Fundraiser participants for 2 years 
· Participants (golfers and donors) in UMM Golf outing that benefitted WCMC 
· Contributions (both money and gifts in kind for crafts and education) from: Individuals, WUMC Mission Teams, 

UMW Circles 
· “I love Cincinnati” Weekend Volunteers: Dawn Sherman, Becki Arlington, Marian Miller, Darla Meadors, 
      Kevin Haid, Mike Kelly, Jennifer and Josh Lemons, Cindy Grant, Lavonia Broomes, Pam Chaney,  
      Freda Osei-Parker, Carol Wright     
· After School Program (KLASS) weekly helpers: Akkhmand Sage, Pam Chaney, Gail Stewart 
· Back-to-School Fair Volunteers 
· Prayer partners with children in KLASS 
· Board and committee members: Nedra Groggins-Sage, Akkhmand Sage, Darla Meadors, Gail Stewart 
 
We are so thankful for all of this amazing support and really appreciate the opportunity to be December’s 2nd Mile 
Giving Project.  Our biggest asset is people and our biggest need is people...people who donate their time, money, 
resources and prayers.  We thank you for your extra mile giving, and if you feel called to do more, please contact 
any of the board members listed above and we’ll get you connected. 
 
 

�������������
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November’s 2nd mile will once again be The In-Gathering .  This year we hope to collect 2011 cans  
of fruits, vegetables, spaghetti sauce, soups, tuna, and packages of spaghetti, macaroni and cheese, 
cereal or peanut butter.  Baskets will be at each door throughout the month of November. 

2nd Mile Giving   

A big thank you to all who helped with this year’s  
Operation Christmas Child.  We were able to send 
 223 boxes around the world to show children the  
love of Jesus in a tangible way.  Please remember  
in prayer all the children and their families as they  
receive these wonderful Christmas presents. 

TWIN TOWERS NEEDS HELP 
By Lew Chizer 
 
Twin Towers is building a new 31 million dollar 
health pavilion to provide care for residents 
who can no longer care for themselves.  Most 
of the funding will come from grants and the 
sale of bonds; however, they are seeking to 
raise two million dollars in contributions from 
individuals.  This is a three year fund raising 
campaign.   
 
Having been a patient in the current health center for four weeks, I can testify to the need 
for a new facility.  To the best of my knowledge, there are 27 members of WUMC and four 
former Methodist ministers or wives of ministers who are current residents of Twin Towers. 
 
Won’t you join me in supporting this worthy cause?  For more information, give me a call at 
853-2778. 
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MY NEIGHBOR’S PLACE NEWS 
By Dan Argo and Don Clark 
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Once again cookies were given to service personnel both away and locally.  Three 
boxes were given to military servicemen.  The Westwood Fire Department and the 
Cheviot Fire Department each received one box.   
 
Thank you faithful cookie bakers and thank you to our packers: Veronica Cordrey, 
Carol Haskell and Helen Vath.  If you know any service people who would like 
cookies, contact Nancy Charls at 574-9463.  

Wow!!!  October was a very busy month at MNP.  On October 4th we set a record 
with 66 neighbors and volunteers attending our Tuesday Closet devotional service.  

We had to start thinking of places to add 
more chairs.  And then on October 25 we 
blew that record away with 82 attending 
the service.  Our very own Ryan Crabb, 
Director of Youth Ministries at Westwood 
UMC delivered both of these inspiring messages.  Is the word getting out?  The 
closet also averaged 50 neighbors shopping in the closet with many new to 
MNP.  As you can see by these numbers we are reaching both the clothing and 
the spiritual needs of our neighbors in the Westwood area.  We were also 
blessed this month with the return of our many volunteers from Starfire U.   
It is great to have you back! 
 
 

As the Christmas season approaches MNP continues to prepare for our annual Christmas Party  
to be held December 10 from 1:00 pm-3:00 pm in the gym of Westwood UMC.  As you can see  
by the growing attendance at MNP this party could be huge.  With that in mind, your donations  
of new toys for children infant to 12 years and winter hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves for both 
adults and children can be dropped off at the church office by December 8th.  Financial gifts can 
also be dropped off.  Just mark them MNP – Christmas Party.  If you would like to volunteer or 
need additional information please contact Beth Strawhun, 661-1160 or prov3456@hotmail.com.   
For those who have already contributed we can’t thank you enough for helping to make Christmas 
so much better for our neighbors. 
 

 
MNP closet and food pantry would like to thank Union Savings Bank and their employees for once 
again supplying and delivering over 125 turkey dinners to our neighbor families on Thanksgiving Day.  
Each dinner served up to 4 to 6 people.  What a fantastic gift to those in need in the Westwood area. 
This is the 5th year Union Savings Bank has worked with Elaine Powers and the MNP Food Pantry on 
this project. 
 
 

 
Thank you to Westwood First Presbyterian Church for including MNP in their Christmas Mission Fair on Nov. 6th.   
It was great to meet so many who have supported MNP from the beginning. 
 
 
As 2011 comes to an close, Don Clark and I would like to thank the many volunteers who keep the Closet, Food Pantry, 
Thursday Café’, Ladies Luncheon, and Men’s Social running so smoothly.  Without your dedicated help none of this 
would be possible.  You sure make it easy on us, always stepping up and doing what needs to be done.  Thanks you 
also to all who have given so freely of clothing, household items and finances to keep MNP going.  As you can see from 
the numbers of neighbors using MNP we are making a difference in many lives and most importantly we are showing 
each of them the love of Jesus Christ.  For those who have “stopping by MNP to see what it is all about” on your list of 
things to do, you are welcome any time and we look forward to having you join the fun at MNP. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
If you would like to receive offering envelopes for your pledge, please indicate on the Sunday connection 
card in the bulletin or call the office at 661-3139.  Envelope boxes will be available in the gym between 
services on Sunday, December 18.  



The Outlet—A Great Saturday Morning Experience 
By Beth Strawhun 
 
As we pulled into the relatively small parking lot one Saturday morning in April, I don’t think any of us really knew exactly 
what to expect at City Gospel Mission. I had only spoken with one of the Saturday morning coordinators of “The Outlet”.  
This Saturday morning program was designed for area homeless people and volunteers to interact by playing games, 
doing crafts and having conversations. It was one thing to go and serve a meal or even lead devotions but going just to 
“hang out” was something that Carol Wright, Amy Britton and I were interested to see just exactly how it would take 
place. 
 
We were greeted warmly by CGM (City Gospel Mission) volunteers who introduced us to one of the coordinators for the 
morning. He gave us a brief but thorough orientation and we also had a great conversation about Cincinnati outreach 
ministries in general.  Immediately after being “set loose” we were enthusiastically greeted by a man who wanted to play 
ping pong with us. I don’t think I have ever laughed as hard playing ping pong and enjoyed it as much. Carol and I ended 
up playing on opposing teams with that same man and another man who was quite serious about the game. Our game 
took place in the game room where others were playing pool or foosball. 
 
Meanwhile, Amy was speaking with a man whom she had met previously in Westwood.  She told him about My 
Neighbor’s Place and then we all eventually ended up playing a card game with another regular visitor and a volunteer. 
The game room was huge, filled with tables displaying board games or cards just waiting to be played.  Pastries and 
snack foods along with coffee were provided as well. I had some great conversations with women and men alike; some 
who were homeless; some who lived in the community there in Over the Rhine. One 
man asked me to pray for him. 
  
We were told in our orientation that there were usually 100-150 people—homeless or in 
the community-- who came every Saturday morning to have a light breakfast, play 
games and just talk. I think on this particular morning where there were at least half 
those numbers of volunteers. Our overall impressions were “welcoming”, “accepting”, 
“positive”, “enjoyable”, “and comfortable”.  This is a ministry that we would like to offer 
further opportunities for our church to be a part of. 
 
Our mission team will continue to provide more opportunities for the congregation to be involved in this wonderful minis-
try on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 9:00am to noon. We meet in the church parking lot to carpool down to City 
Gospel Mission.  Watch for upcoming announcements in the bulletin. 

� � � � � � � �� � � � � � �

Giving Kids an Equal Voice: A Lifetree Café Story 
 
By Rev. Kathleen Kisner 
WUMC Associate Pastor 
kathleen@wumc.cc 
 
From Barbara Huisman in Fort Dodge, IA: A group of five 8- to 10-year-old boys attended our  
“Confronting Bullies” episode. When the large group was asked to share the ideas they’d brain-
stormed at their tables for confronting bullies, a young man stood, “commanded” the micro-
phone, and eloquently described some amazingly compassionate responses. Where else but 
Lifetree could a 10-year-old have a voice—an equal voice—on life’s important issues? But 
that’s not the end of the story.  Later the mother who had brought some of the boys called to tell 

me how profoundly the event had influenced them. They decided 
they wanted to make a difference in their community.  They noticed 
that the park equipment was unsafe, convinced neighborhood kids 
to sign a petition requesting that it be improved, and promptly sent it 
to city officials. Just yesterday they received a letter thanking them 
and committing to making the necessary repairs. All glory to God! 

 
5:45-6:30 pm  Dinner………………………..Gym 
6:30-7:30 pm Jubilee Choir………………..God’s Backyard 
6:45-7:30 pm  Gospel Choir………………..Sanctuary 
6:30-7:30 pm Pastor Lee’s Class………….Epworth Hall 
  Promised Land 
6:30-7:30 pm Pastor Kathleen’s Class…….The Commons 
                         It’s A Wonderful Life: The value of one life  
   
7:30-9:00 pm Chancel Choir………………..Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 

We are blessed to have a wonderful small group ministry at Westwood United Methodist Church.   
There are over 20 groups who gather to study the word of God, develop Christian community and  
worship Christ. 
 
Although it is difficult to measure spiritual growth, there are clear indicators when the Holy Spirit is  
moving.  One of those indicators is the number of people participating in growing opportunities  
(Sunday School and small groups) and the level of attendance.  Therefore, each group is requested  
to report attendance (including the names of those who were there, not just a number) for all meetings  
to the church office.  This can be a copy of current attendance system, an email or using one of the 
forms provided in the welcome center, resource room or church office.  Thank you for your help in this 
new process. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Kathleen. 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 
By Sally Dessauer 
 
Sunday, December 4 --- that is the day you can shop at 10,000 Villages: a fair trade store that sells wonderful items 
that make unusual Christmas gifts and a percentage of your purchases will go to IHN. You can have interesting 
Christmas gifts to give while you are helping people around the world and the homeless families at IHN. 
 
Please mark your calendar for our 2012 hosting schedule: 
· January 15 – 21 
· March 25 – 31 
· May 13 – 19 
· August 12 – 18 
· September 30 - October 6 
 
For more information about IHN and helping homeless families, read the yellow IHN brochure found in the church 
racks. 
 
We are looking for a very important job to be filled working with IHN, and it can all be done only using your telephone 
and talking to people expecting your call.  That is someone to organize all the volunteers who will be evening 
hosts.  Call Sally Dessauer (662-6588) if you would like to know more about Evening Host Coordinator, or if you 
have any other questions about IHN. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nursery on the Move  
Construction is continuing in the basement which affects the nursery.  On Sunday mornings, the nursery will be 
temporarily moved to the Butterfly Room.  The Butterfly Room is located behind the Star Room, near the children’s 
bathrooms.  On Thursday mornings, the nursery will be located in the Epworth League Room on the third floor.  The 
children will still have plenty of love, cuddling and toys in their new space.  Thank you for your patience during the 
transition. 

Let Faith Awake Us 

By Ryan Crabb 
Director of Student Ministries 
ryan@wumc.cc 
 
I truly hope this finds you deep in the grace and life of Jesus Christ. These last few months of  
service together have been some of the most rewarding and fulfilling for Allison and me. We have 
moved into our new home on Lischer Ave. just a few blocks from the Church and we couldn’t feel 
more blessed than to be a part of the Westwood community. 
 
As many Sundays as weather will permit, I walk to church. It has been a wonderful time for me as I am able to 
speak with the Father and prepare my heart to encounter Him corporately in worship in all of our services. Each 
time I walk I can’t help but think about the hearts of people that live in each home that I pass. God placed us here 
at Westwood United Methodist Church uniquely to be a vital part of this community for His pleasure and glory. 
 
One of the ways that I believe we can be living in that unique call God has placed in us is by offering our gym to be 
used by the young men and women in our community. Each week, Monday through Friday from 2:15 - 5:00 pm we 
have as many as 30 teenagers playing basketball, working on homework as well as being involved in a devotion 
time. In fact, several of them were in worship with us on Sunday morning, November 13th .  
 
Mr. Early Murden saw a need in his community and wanted to find a place he could see that call fleshed out. I 
thank God that He blessed us with resources to provide that vehicle for Early. His desire is to see these young men 
and women succeed in life through responsibly stewarding their school work but also by knowing the God who 
made them. 
 
On Saturday, December the 3rd, we are hosting a two on two basketball tournament in our gym. We have invited 
their families to come and be a part. It is our hope that this is one step in many that will lead us into a closer       
relationship to those homes that are immediately surrounding us. Who knows, this may transform my quiet trek     
to church on Sunday into one filled with hello’s and how do you do’s from my neighbors as we all head to worship 
each Sunday together. 

                          CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR 
Christmas is about more than Santa, sleigh bells and snow.   
Start the holiday season off right with the Christmas Craft Fair.   
 
On Sunday, November 27 from 2 to 4 pm ,  the gym is trans-
formed into a plethora of craft options.  Children enjoy making 
a variety of seasonal crafts, shopping at Santa’s workshop and 
eating snacks.  This is a great event for friends and neighbors.  
Don’t miss out on the excitement! 

9:30  Sunday School Schedule 
Classrooms are as follows: 
 ages 0-1 Nursery (1st floor) 
 age 2  Star Room (1st floor) 
 age 3-K * Bumblebee Room (1st floor)* 
 Grade 1-2 God’s Backyard, left side (2nd floor) 
 Grade 3-4 God’s Backyard, right side (2nd floor) 
 Grade 5-6 Wesley Room (2nd floor, off the gym) 
*This is a change from previous years 
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 December 18 at 12:15 pm.  

 
Christmas is about giving gifts, attending parties, caring for others, but most importantly, 
Christmas is about celebrating the birth of the Christ child!  All ages are invited to cele-
brate Jesus’ birthday at the annual Jesus Birthday Party on Sunday, December 18 at 
12:15 pm in the gym.  There will be hotdogs (Cincinnati style, of course), chips, veggies 
and plenty of birthday cake to go around!  Baby Jesus and his parents will make an  
appearance along with a special man in a red suit.  Invite a friend and plan to stay after 
church for this special holiday event. 

 
The WUMC Administrative Teams for 2012  are listed below. What do these teams do and who are the members of 
these teams? 
 
Board of Trustees: focuses on the legal aspects of the church as well as facilities  
· Members: Allen Brodt, Jane Hissett, Mike Burns, Lou Koenig, Stephanie Steffee, Tim Peter, Randy Bechard,    

Phil Partridge, Bill Thompson 
Finance Team: keeps our church in the black financially for the present and the future by helping people give to God’s 
work through WUMC 
· Members: Bill Hartman, Ken Miller, Rick Miller, Ray Blankenship, Paul Horning, Warren Brown, Chairs of teams 
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC): supports and provides good working relations with staff and congregation 
· Members: Andy Cunningham, Art Colburn, Hillary Linnenberg, Phillip Dutton, Karen Argo, Marci Walls,          

Roger Grant, Barry Webb, Spike Faris 
Lay Leaders : partners with the pastor in leadership of the church 
· Members: Nancy Jackson, Lori Schulte, Roger Lindle 
Church Council : the final authority in church government, vision, budgeting 
· Members: Mike Haskell (Chair), Lori Schulte (Co-Chair), Paul Horning (Treasurer), Pat McMullen,                       

Jim Wildemann, Tom Haid, Sonja Meyer, David Williamson, Akkhmand Sage, Early Murden 
Annual Conference Delegates : represent the wishes of WUMC at the West Ohio yearly meeting in June 
· Members: Lezlie Dearnell, Dick Powers 
Lay Leadership : responsible for All Aboard and leadership development 
· Members: Jeannie Sturgeon, Lizlie Dearnell, Julie Brodt-Eppley, Brent Rembold, Dr. Lee Strawhun,                

Maria Schneider, Carol Haskell, Adam Luthman 
My Neighbor’s Place Board : responsible for directing the ministry of MNP 
· Members: Lew Chizer, Don Clark, Kareema Owens, Rev. Cinda Gorman, Cliff McMahan, Diane Heilman,        

Mark Buttlewerth, Gail Stewart, Dr. Lee Strawhun 
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