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Responding to                                   
God’s Call                           
to Make                                

Disciples of  
Jesus Christ 
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Last month I wrote about our Friend Fun Club, a group of people 
from Westwood United Methodist Church who will have fun and 
invite at least three friends this year to a church event.. So are you 
in or out? Is this church worth your inviting someone and bringing 
them or not? I believe it is!  
 
I want to share with you ten reasons I love this church. 
 
1. We are a church that is staying in our location . THAT is          
significant when we look around and realize that some very well 
established churches from the past are gone, moved, vamoosed, 
out of here and then what happened? Churches with a vision for 
the community moved in – Vineyard and now City on the Hill 
along with WUMC. 
 
2. We have a mission  to the community through My Neighbor’s Place. MNP is rich and 
getting richer in its spiritual and physical community. It is the arm of hospitality and social 
change as well as a safe place where even the frailest or the most robust of our church 
can meet people they might never meet and learn to love too. 
 
3. I came from a suburban church where it grew from 140 to over 350 in attendance in 
ten years. I built a building, hired staff, started the Salvation Army unit, served on the 
Chamber of Commerce, was a Highway Patrol Chaplain and played softball. (I just had to 
add that!) Why do I mention those things from the past? It is because they are successes 
from the past and you know what – WUMC has had a past and we have a future! A future 
that is ordained of God and it is up to us to be successful in the future because we know 
how to be successful  in the past. And we will be successful. There is hope, faith and 
love in this place. 
 
4. I love the people of WUMC.  You are friendly, generous, you laugh at my bad jokes 
and you want God to use you. I can’t think of a better place to be. 
 
5. We might be $40,000 behind starting the new year with our budget. But you will give  
10% more than you pledged so we can surpass it and minister to the needs of our church 
and community.  
 
6. I like my staff and I hope you do as well.  We have a group of folks who try hard to 
do the right thing, who fail graciously and seek to succeed with excellence and humility. 
We are growing and changing job descriptions as well so we can help the whole church 
be what we need to be.  
 
 

Continued on next page 
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Pastor………………………………Lee Strawhun 
Associate Pastor………………  Kathleen Kisner 
Visitation Pastor………………..David Schneider 
Director of Student Ministries……Josh Lemons 
Minister of Worship & Arts ……….Michael Kelly 
Organist…………………………….Scott Kimmell 
Preschool Director…………………..Vicki Welsh 
Financial Secretary ………………….Cathy Hunt  
Building Superintendent……….Duncan Cordrey 
Food Service…………………….Pam Christman 

“He handed out gifts…. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ’s body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.”��������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������	
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ALIA MARIE MACHESKY was born Feb. 

3, 2011 in Minnesota to  parents Matthew 

& Sarah Machesky.  Grandparents are 
Harry and Kathy Harder Machesky and 

proud great-grandparents are Ralph and 

Marian Harder. 

  

Our prayers and condolences go out to the friends and families of 

Jack Frost, Tom Grooms, who passed Feb 5, 2011, and Garnett 

Holl and Wilma Hodgeson who passed away on February 9, 
2011. 

Memorial Fund 

In memory of Thomas Grooms by Jerri and Lonnie Spurlock  

In memory of Thomas Grooms by Al & Jackie Armstrong 

In memory of Thomas Grooms by Mrs. Mary Taylor 
 

My Neighbors’ Place 

In memory of Tom Grooms by Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Beigel 
 

Wesmates Fund 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Cliff and Dona McMahon 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Roger & Mary Jane Miller 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Sue Niemeyer 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Helen Vath 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Madelon Hall 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Lou and Kay Koenig 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Diana Risse and Bill Teets 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Louise Morrison 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Libby & Charlie Richen 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Ruth Keeton 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Stanley Rolfes 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Dr. William Gerhardt 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Robert Gregory 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Tom & Mary Grooms 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Marian Hill 

In memory of Myra Hartley by Roger & Mary Jane Miller  

In honor of the Wesmates Sunday School Class by Pat McMullen 
 

Winkler Fund 

In memory of Thomas Grooms by Jerri and Lonnie Spurlock  

7. We explore and probe for God’s leading . One of those probing times will be a trip in the near future where 
staff and others will visit a church in Pittsburgh that has had a past like WUMC with its “heyday” in the past, so they 
said. Now this church is alive and has a vibrant life like we do, but with so many new and young people coming 
from all around.  
 
8. We have a vision – to meet needs, disciple people, care for one another and worship our Lord.  
 
9. We have a plan  and that is focused around our 2020 discussion we had last year and which discussion will           
intensify this year. With only 9 years till 2020 God and all of us will need to be on the same page! My prayer is for 
that page to be greater than we can imagine today.  
 
10. My friends, I believe I have your blessing and prayers . But to tell the truth I need something more – your   
support. I am willing, as is our staff, to work diligently for the Kingdom and God’s purposes with your support. What 
is it I need your support on? Remember my sermon on January 2? Here is what you pledged: 

This year I will believe what God says about me. 
This year my first response will be YES we can! 
This year I will SERVE as I wish to be served. 
This year I will LOVE as I wish to be loved. 
This year I will FORGIVE as I wish to be forgiven. 
This year I will GIVE GENEROUSLY. 
This year I will EXTEND hospitality to the stranger as I would desire if in another place. 
This year I will be HOPEFUL, and offer hope. 
This year I will be SERVING THE LORD first and my neighbor second just as I wish to be served. 
And if I do not fulfill this, I give another permission to point it out without my anger! 

 
Let’s have a rockin’ 2011.  

We appreciate your remembering and honoring the lives that 
have touched your own by contributing to the following funds. 
Thank you. 
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8:30 AM Communion             
Service, Chapel 

9:30 AM Traditional Service                    
Sanctuary 

10:00 AM New Covenant  
Chapel 

11:00 AM The Journey                
Epworth Hall 
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February 27  

The Future is Ours 
 Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
March 6  

Rehearsing the Gospel 
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
March 9  

Ash Wednesday 
Predicament &  

Possibility 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
March 13  

Alive in Christ  
Joshua Lemons 

 
March 20  

Prayer 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
March 27  

Prayer as Surrender  
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
April 3  

Intercessory Life 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
April 10  

Abiding in Christ 
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
 
 

  

“… it is by grace you have been saved.” (Ephesians 2:5) 
 
Greetings in Christ!  It’s a bit strange that, even as of the beginning of 

March, the beginning of Lent is still more than a week away.  This year, 

Easter will fall on April 24th, nearly as late as it can possibly be, putting Ash 
Wednesday on March 9th.  Make sure to begin this season of contempla-

tion by attending our Ash Wednesday service at 6:45 PM on March 9th in 

the sanctuary. 
  
On Wednesday evenings from March 16th to April 13th, we will be commemorating the season of 
Lent in a special way:  from 6:30 to 7:30 on those evenings, A Musical Celebration of God’s Grace 

will take place in Epworth Hall; here, various musicians will present concerts that feature personal 

reflections about their experiences of grace. 
 

Whether or not we acknowledge or even realize it, God’s grace has an impact on our lives every 

day, giving us, as the hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” states, “strength for today and bright hope 

for tomorrow,” and many other gifts as well.  As the Lenten season approaches, I invite you to 

think and pray about how our worship can be an expression of thanks for all of God’s gifts to us in 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Making a joyful noise,  

Mike Kelly, Director of Worship and Arts 

661-3139, mike@wumc.cc 

By Amy Britton 
 

Last spring I asked the children in Jubilee Choir 

what the most important message was that they 
could share with someone. The answer came 

back: John 3:16--God loves the world so much 

that He gave us His only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in Him will live in God's presence 
forever. This message became an anthem,          

for the children, and they look forward to sharing 

this message with all who worship with us on 

March 13th. 

 
Guiding the children through the process of sharing a message is one of the great joys of working 

with this choir. Though I may officially be their leader, the children lead me to grow in faith as they 

discover and express the God who loves them. We as a congregation are truly blessed with           

children who share their faith among us and within the world. 
 

Amy Britton is the director of Jubilee Choir. Call the church at 6613139 for more information on 
this exciting opportunity for children. 

� � � � � � 
 �

Anger, March 17, 10:00 am, Library 
 

Brandt/Ward, March 17, 9:30 am, Ward home 
 

Faith, March 15, 9:30 am, Blankenship home 
 

Knitting , March 28, 7:00 pm, Kisner home 
 

Montfort/Vath, March 15,  9:30 am, Parlor 
 

Fellowship,  March 16, 7:00 pm, Henke’s  
 

The Jackson Area Ministries buckets are 
out again to gather seed 
packets for the JAM Green 
Thumb Gardening Project. 
This will be the 39th season 
this ministry has created 
means to feed families 
through their own vegetable 
gardens. Last year 2,659  

gardens in 22 south eastern counties, as far 
west as Adams, Brown, and Clermont, received 
47,500 pounds of seed potatoes, 19,272            
tomato plants and vegetable and flower seeds 
numbering in the thousands. We at Westwood 
sent 155 seed packets worth $185.40 and the 
JAM thanks you. April 17th is the last day for 
this year’s drive so the packets can be shipped 
and distributed for planting. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

������������������������  into an afternoon of music with many      
exciting classical pieces you’ll recognize 

 

Bartok Roumaian Dances,  
Brahms G major Sonata,  

Kreisler’s pieces Liebesfreud and Liebesleid  
 

On the personal side,  
���	
����	
����	
����	
� ����three hymn  arrangements including one 

by Amy Britton.  
 

You’ll even ���
����
����
����
�  in a family discovery as you 
hear a Hungarian Dance by Haesche hidden in 

Amy’s great aunt's piano bench! 
 

The afternoon will be complete with  the story of 
Ferdinand the Bull, words woven through                     

a violin solo.  

 

United Methodist Women 
Thursday, March 3, 2011, 10:30 am 

Sanctuary 
 

FINDING PEACE THROUGH HELPING 
RED BIRD MISSION 

Red Bird Mission and Clinic have been providing ministries in this region of the                      

Appalachian Mountains since 1921. Today the need remains critical in this isolated, rural 

distressed area. Chronic poverty, lack of jobs, poor housing, and rugged mountainous              
terrain provide obstacles to a fuller life for the residents of this area. Red Bird Mission and 

Clinic strives to meet these needs through ministry in five areas: Education, Health and 

Wellness, Community Outreach, Economic Opportunity, and Community Housing               

Improvement. All are welcome. Luncheon reservations to Sue Lunsford 941-2822. 
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February 21st 2011 

 
________ 
Check total 

6320 Glenway Ave 

Cincinnati Ohio 45211 
(513) 662-5555 

����	��	�� 	!������	��	�������	��������""����	��	�� 	!������	��	�������	��������"" 		
"#$$	���	����	��	��	��	%���	��	���	&��%�'	(�����'	� �	"#$$	���	����	��	��	��	%���	��	���	&��%�'	(�����'	� �	

��	��	�����	��	��� 		
�'�" "	!�����)�	*�$$	(�����	�'�" "	!�����)�	*�$$	(�����	 ��"��" 		��	��	 #$$�%#$&%��#$$�%#$&%��																																																																						

��+%���	��+'	���	���������"��+%���	��+'	���	���������" 		

  
Cut out the card at the bottom. Then make sure Cut out the card at the bottom. Then make sure 

you turn this in to your server                                   you turn this in to your server                                   
when you pay the bill.when you pay the bill.  

  

  

February 21, 2011 
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Parents and congregational families are 
always asking if there is anything that the 
Preschool needs.  We have just                
completed the All Aboard  campaign and 
folks have indicated that they didn’t have 
much time to offer but could bring in some 
much needed supplies.  So here is a 
short list of some easy items that could be 
dropped off at the Trolley room. 
 
· Apple juice                              
· Batteries…AA and C 
· Baby wipes                             
· Freezer paper…comes in rolls like 

waxed paper 
· Tissues                                 
· Paper towels 
· Clorox Anywhere spray          
· Milk…1% or 2% 

Problem Solving                                                                   
with Young Children Using              

Persona Dolls 
 
By Vicki Welsh 

Early Childhood Educators frequently 
look for new ways to help children build 

social and emotional skills.  Teachers 

want to use effective tools and              

strategies whether they are redirecting             
aggressive behavior or encouraging     

self-esteem and friendship.  Using       

Persona Dolls is one approach to help 

children with their social-emotional         

development.  The following information comes from a                  
conversation with Cheryl Johnson, Washington State              

University, who has done research on this approach.   

 

Persona Dolls are dolls not toys.  They are made and dressed 

to look like real people with real-life history.  Each doll is given 
a name, gender, race, and personality.  Each doll is introduced 

to the children by way of telling the doll’s story.  This story stays 

in place throughout the doll’s use in the classroom.  The       

Persona Doll’s story grows and evolves as the school year pro-
gresses and the needs of the class or an individual warrants.  It 

is a lot like introducing a new student.  The children learn about 

the doll’s family members, home language, religious affiliation,  

family events and goings-on. 

 
Children make comments as the teachers use the dolls, “He’s 

just like me!” “I don’t like green beans either!”  “I wear glasses!”.  

In each lesson the teacher gives as much information as possi-

ble about the doll’s background and personality.  Then the 
teacher tells the children of the doll’s problem (which is just like 

the one they have in their classroom).  The teacher says, “Billy 

is sad when his mom leaves him at school and has to say good

-bye.”  At this point, the teacher solicits possible solutions for 

Billy’s sadness.  Teachers gather all the children’s suggestions.  
Teachers are careful to restate these solutions to the children 

and to refer to these as the real-life problem crops up.   

 

Persona Dolls are creative, interactive tools that  allow children 
to productively express their emotions and solve the problems 

that come up in everyday life.  Teachers can use persona dolls 

to help a timid child speak up or explore  diversity.   

Vicki Welsh,  
Preschool               
Director 
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· La Rosa Peelers  – a few remain for 

sale…They do not expire until August 
 
· Ink Cartridges  and cell phones …We 

turn them in for cash for the Preschool 
 
· Kroger Cards ….load them up and 

use them for gas and pharmacy, too…
Preschool gets $ back…easy to use. 
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The WUMC Costa Rica Mission Team will be holding a 
fundraiser at   T.G.I. Friday’s Western Hills 

 

20% of ALL SALES, ALL DAY,                                           
on sales using our Charity Card. 

 

The Costa Rica Mission Team will be traveling to     
Manzanilla, Costa Rica the 1st week in July to work                  

on the small school in the village.   
 

The team needs to raise $5000.00 for construction 
material.   All money  raised will go toward this goal.  

 

Use the charity card on previous page,                             
pick up one at the church or email 

Dan or Karen Argo at dkargo@fuse.net for Charity 
Cards or additional information about the fundraiser. 

Rev. Kathleen Kisner,  
Associate Pastor  

Scout Sunday on February 27 
 

All those participating in scouting (Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venture Scouts) are welcome to        

attend worship in uniform on February 27.  Those who have earned the Gold Award and the Eagle 
Scout Award (the highest earned awards in the scouting programs) will be recognized along with 

the scouts and their leaders.  Any scout who is interested in participating in the 9:30 am worship 

service as an usher, reader or as part of the flag ceremony can contact Pastor Kathleen. 

Lessons for Children 
 

Pre-school and Elementary 
· March 6 (week of Ash Wednesday ) - 

Mary Anoints Jesus’ Feet (John 12:1-8). 
Easter is a special time when we show 
our love for Jesus. 

 

· March 13  Jesus Heals on the Sabbath 
(John 5:1–18). During Easter we remem-
ber that Jesus loves and cares for us. 

 

· March 20  Jesus Washes His Disciples’ 
Feet (John 13:1–20). During Easter we 
remember Jesus’ example to serve           
others. 

 

· March 27 The Last Supper                    
(Luke 22:7-19). During Easter we re-
member Jesus through Holy Commun-

Lessons for Tweens 
 

Road to Jerusalem 
· March 6  (Ash Wednesday is March 9) -          

Jesus Raises Lazarus (John 11). Jesus 
shared   human emotions. Disciples know that 
Jesus  understands how we feel. 

 

· March 13  Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus 
(Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-42). We can   
always call on Jesus for help, no matter what 
others say. 

 

· March 20  Jesus is Anointed at Bethany  
(John 12:1-8). Jesus helps disciples under-
stand our spiritual lives are a priority. 

 

· March 27  Jesus Enters Jerusalem               
(John 12:12-19).  Disciples proclaim Jesus is 
Lord. 
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Mark Your Calendar!  

 
  July 17-21, 2011 6:30-8:30 pm 
  July 18-22, 2011, 9:30-noon 
  July 24, 2011 VBS finale & picnic 

����������������������������������	
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ABOUT COSTA RICA: A Country of Contrasts 

Costa Rica, which means "Rich Coast” is a country of                   
contrasts—beautiful and grim—wealthy and poverty stricken.          

It has consistently been among the top Latin American countries 

in the Human Development Index, ranked 62nd in the world in 

2010, and is cited  as one of the countries that has attained much 
higher human development than other countries at the same         

income levels. The country is ranked 3rd in the world, and 1st 

among the Americas, in terms of the 2010 Environmental               

Performance Index. 

In 2007 the Costa Rican government announced plans for Costa 

Rica to become the first carbon neutral country by 2021. Accord-

ing to the New Economics Foundation, Costa Rica ranks first in 

the Happy Planet Index and is the "greenest" country in the world. 
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Starting on March 16th at 6:30 

pm, Wednesday evenings will be 

filled with music and stories of 
faith.  Join in listening to a variety 

of musical styles that help articu-

late faith.  The concerts will be 

held in Epworth Hall (3rd floor) 
and are a wonderful opportunity 

to invite a friend to church. 

Marriages go 
through many 
stages of life.  
Sometimes, in 
the midst of 
those changes, 
couples struggle 
t o  r e m a i n        
connect while 
j u g g l i n g  a         

variety of responsibilities.  Family Life sponsors a weekend 
“check-up” for marriages.  Through the use of speakers and 
private  conversations with your spouse, couples learn about 
God’s  purpose for their  marriage, roles in the relationship, 
resolving conflict and adding sizzle to a couple’s sex life.  
Weekend to  Remember is  coming to the area.  It is at the 
Dayton Marriott, February 25-27, the Cincinnati Hyatt              
Regency on March 4-6 or at the JW  Marriott Indianapolis 
Downtown on May 20-22. 
 
To learn more about this weekend of encouragement, hope 
and practical ideas, pick up a brochure in the Welcome          
Center or go to www.FarmilyLife.com/Weekend.  

Many of the small groups in the church will be studying The Workbook on Abiding in Christ by Maxie Dunnam.  
Lesson 1 will be preached on March 6 and lesson 2 will be covered during the Ash Wednesday service on March 

9.  A variety of groups will be participating in the study including: 
More information about the groups is available online (www.wumc.cc) 

or by contacting Pastor Kathleen.  A complete listing of participating 

groups will be available on the website.  

Sunday   10:45 am Faithseekers 

Sunday 6:00  pm Sun Night Small Grp 

Sunday 6:30 pm Faith Travelers 

Monday 1:00 pm God’s Grace 

Tuesday 2:30 pm Heartlifters 

Wednesday 7:30 pm Hissett’s Group 

Thursday 7:00 pm Open Hearts 

Thursday 7:30 pm Bible Study 

Saturday 9:00 am Country Lakers 

R E A D I N G  G L A S S E S  F O R  H A I T I !                                                                                                                    
If you have around the home used reading glasses, the team going to 
Haiti in early April will take them along to give to those living in the tent 
city who are in need of them.  And if you have a few dollars to spare, you 
can also buy inexpensive reading glasses from Dollar Tree (for $1.00) or 
Dollar General (for $6.00).  There will be a box near the sanctuary             
labeled "Glasses for Haiti."  Thank you for sharing the gift of sight with Haiti, a country in need. 

After teaching for 35 years and having one year of experience in the world 

of retirement, I made the decision that now was the time to do some soul 

searching and make needed changes in my life.  This past year has been 
a year in which I’ve been working on becoming a healthier person.  I have 

made some great strides in this area by making a commitment to change 

my eating habits (new lifestyle not dieting) and get exercise (joining a gym 

and using a personal trainer).  So far I have lost 74 lbs. and four dress 
sizes.  I can’t begin to tell you how much more energetic and confident I 

feel and would love to complete a marathon sometime in the future.  I have 

come a long way, but this goal continues to be a work in progress,               

requiring a lot of training and practice. 

   
Feeling stronger and sensing  the time was right, I made the commitment 

last summer to reach out to others.  As part of this, I made the decision to 

join the adult mission team going to Haiti in early April.  The people of Haiti 

have suffered so much this past year…a devastating earthquake on          

January 11, 2010, hurricanes in late summer causing terrible flooding, and         
cholera outbreaks.  Rebuilding is at a snail’s pace, and more than ever the 

Haitian people don’t want to be forgotten.  I look forward to taking my 

healthier self to the field—comforting children at Grace Children’s Hospital 

or helping with work crews on demolition or rebuilding. There is so much to 
be done and my hope is that God will guide me so that I might make a little 

difference, even for the brief time I will be in Haiti. 

 

To raise money for the Haiti Mission trip I decided to combine my mara-

thon training and help for Haiti into one event.  I know I’m not ready to 
complete a full marathon (26.2 mi.) but a half marathon (13.1 mi.) seems 

like a goal I can reach before going to Haiti.  My gym will verify my           

distance, so friends and family have been helping me by donating per mile 

or even a lump sum.  I am so thankful to be blessed with so much                 
encouragement and support. Pray for all of us as we make this journey. 

 

The face on this page is probably familiar.  Chris McMullin has been a long time member of Westwood United 
Methodist Church and has been the interim office manager. Over a snack in the office, Chris shared the following 
story with us.  An inspiration to us, we asked her to share it with you. 
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A healthier Chris with her 
trainer,  74 lbs lighter 
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We welcome our new office manager, Julie Fletcher, to 

Westwood! No stranger to the role, Julie served as a 

church administrator at West Fork Christian Fellowship 

for five years and as administrative assistant at Hoeting 

Realtors. 

 

She brings a passion for ministry having experienced 

many mission trips and having served as counselor and 

supervisor for students interested in missions. 

 

Julie lives in Green Township with her thirteen year old        

daughter, Megan, and her mother. Megan keeps life                    

interesting for Julie with her flair for drama and interest in 

the creative arts. 

 

Julie has been receiving excellent training for her new job 

from interim office manager, Chris McMullin.  No stranger 

to Westwood, Chris was confirmed in March of 1964 and 

has been attending ever sense.  Even though she now 

lives in Colerain Township, Chris makes her way back for  

services every week and for  volunteering in the office.  

These past months have been filled with 

excitement in the Student Ministry.  

 
I should start by thanking the numerous 

people who helped with a number of fund-

raisers we did. So a big thank you goes to 

Jennifer Lemons and Amber Zawaski for 
helping organize the Valentine's Dinner 

and getting everything in proper order. 

 

We also spent a Saturday building subs in 

the kitchen. Candy Watkins, Madison 
Koenig, Rachel Cantrell, Aaron Cunning-

ham, Jarret Strait, Bethany Bennet and 

Ethan VonBargen were all there to help         

assemble the subs, and even more              

students helped sell them on  Sunday! 
 

As you read this we're still in the middle of 

Upward Basketball, which means, Upward          

Concessions are still running! 
 

Overall, you as a congregation, helped us raise over $1,500 through Upward Concessions, 

Sub Sales, and the Valentine's dinner. Thank you so much! The money raised will go to 

help organize mission trips for young people throughout Westwood. 

 
Along with our fundraisers we've been able to spend two weekends away from the hustle 

and bustle of everyday life and spend time together on a retreat. The Middle School retreat 

saw 50+ people come together for worship, small groups, teaching and games. We spent 

time looking at our lives as stories and listening to what God was calling us to be a part of. 
 

The High School retreat saw 75+ people come together for worship, teaching and so much 

more! We spent time understanding that we live in an ironic position. We need God, but act 

like we don't need him most of the time. We confessed this as a community and then            

began talking about how we need to restore our relationships with our Heavenly Father. 
 

Remember: to stay in touch with the latest news subscribe to our blog! 

studentministrywumc.wordpress.com 

 
ms group | hs group :: 9.30am Sundays 
refuge :: 6.00 pm Wednesdays 
the hub :: 6.00 pm Sundays 
 

Josh Lemons is Director of Student Ministries at WUMC. He can reached at 
josh@wumc.cc 

The Lay Pastors at Westwood help the Professional Pastors of our church to maintain the connections         

between Westwood’s shut-in or hospitalized members and the Church.  Vital contacts are made to help 

those persons know that WUMC truly does care about them and values them as a part of our congregation. 
 

The Lay Pastor Ministry is about to be expanded, however.  The next focus of ministry planned for our Lay 

Pastors is going to involve new members of WUMC.  The proposal is for Lay Pastors to be connected with 

new members for a short time to help them to have a comfortable inclusion and involvement in our           
congregation.   

 

A need for new members of the Lay Pastor Team exists now.   If you have an interest in either the existing 

or new future ministries of the Team, your help is greatly needed.  Please contact either Rev. David     

Schneider at the church, or Tim and Jan Peter, at 941-7721, if you are willing to consider becoming a Lay 
Pastor. 

 “He has no hands, but our hands, to do his work today.” 

New Office Manager, Julie Fletcher 

Interim Office Manager, Chris McMullin 
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