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Responding to                                   
God’s Call                           
to Make                                

Disciples of  
Jesus Christ 

�������
� ��������

 

Lee’s Look… 
 
What are the 2020 focus groups? What purpose do they 

have? Why are we spending time discussing the future of 

Westwood United Methodist Church? What process are we 

following?  Over the summer I have met using the same 

four questions with twelve groups at church and in homes to 
discuss the dreams and vision we have within our hearts for 

our church. Many comments have been made and collected 

and, while we are not finished discussing these questions, 

we are starting to compile comments, looking for themes 
lying within. It is my hope that in looking for themes we will 

catch the vision God has for our church and then make 

plans to prayerfully obey the Vision for 2020.  

 

Why 2020? Why the slogan? For a few reasons and all of which help us see the future. 
2020 is ten years out, well almost ten, maybe nine years and three months. It will be the 

vision to be the church in practice, organization, ministry and spirit that we are discussing 

for the year 2020. That is our destination year, our Westwood Ho Goal, our preferred  

future, it will be how we staff, how we preach, how we serve, how we live and breathe: it 
is who Westwood United Methodist Church will be known as, and you will have had a 

word, a prayer, a piece, an effort in seeing it through. 2020 means as well that we seek, 

not our vision, but the 2020 vision of God. It means we are a Christian church with a   

passionate God for people who need the love and truth of our faith as expressed as 

United Methodists. It means we all will press forward to the upward call of God in our 
lives and in our church! 

 

We know we are in changing times. Statistics tell us that over 95,000 people, souls are 

not affiliated with some worshipping body in a five zip code area of our church. There is 
no  reason for any church not to grow both in numbers and in spiritual depth with the          

harvest field around us. This is why we offer each member and friend of this fellowship an             

opportunity to serve the God of the Church through All Aboard! It is why we call one        

another to discipleship that is costly to our time, stewardship and faith, it is why we love 

graciously and intentionally expose ourselves to those around us. 2020 is our calling at 
this time, this season.  
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“He handed out gifts…. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ’s body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.”��������������������������������������
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MEMORIAL 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Norv & Jean Mansfield. 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Norv & Jean Mansfield. 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Judith Scherer 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Jerry & Sally Skidmore 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Jerry & Sally Skidmore 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Tim & Jan Peter 
In memory of Steve Terry by Dottie Tholke 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Ann Bolino 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Bob & Lezlie Dearnell 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Dan & Karen Argo 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Al & Jackie Armstrong 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Lori Strait 
In memory of Joan Hill by Art & Barb Colburn 
In memory of Joan Hill by Dottie Tholke 
In memory of Joan Hill by Eugene Kramer 
In memory of Joan Hill by Jerry & Sally Skidmore 
In memory of Joan Hill by Stuart & Susan Anness 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Stuart & Susan Anness 
In memory of Joan Hill by Jerry & Mandy Schnell 
In memory of Joan Hill by Janet Hauck 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Janet Hauck 
 

MUSIC FUND 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Harvey & Sarah Freeman 
 

WESMATES 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Roger & Mary Jane Miller 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Tom & Mary Grooms 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Ruth Keeton 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Louise Morrison 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Paul & Joann Ward 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Paul & Joann Ward 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Ray & Pat McMullen 
In memory of Joan Hill by Lou & Kay Koenig 
In memory of Louise Warren by Lou & Kay Koenig 
In memory of Joan Hill by William Gerhardt 
 

MNP-Closet 
In Memory of Steve Terry by Jerry & Sally Skidmore 
In memory of Kayrn Owens by Jerry & Sally Skidmore 
In memory of Steve Terry by Bill & Sandy Alred 
In memory of Steve Terry by Ron & Betty Bollinger 
In memory of Steve Terry by Roger Lindle & Mary Sue Braun 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Roger Lindle & Mary Sue Braun 
In memory of Steve Terry by Tayfun & Laura Tuzun 
In memory of Steve Terry by Judy Terry 
In memory of Steve Terry by Julie Molt 
In memory of Steve Terry by Sue LaRue 
 

IHN  
In memory of Ginny Michael by Helen Vath 
 

MINISTERS DISCRETIONARY FUND 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Lynn Hampshire 

Congratulations to the families  
with new kids on the block: 

· Ben & Stephanie Gamble on the 
birth of Finlay Evalyn, born   
August 24th; 

· Crystal Nunley, proud mom, and big brother, 
Jordan Davis, who welcomed baby sister, 
Justyce Treona Ann  on August 21st; and  

· Lori & Ed Garber on the birth of their daughter, 
Grace Michelle on July 29th. The proud   
grandparents are Carol & Mike Haskell. 

By Roger Lindle, ChurchCouncil Chairperson 
 
Some say “perception is reality”.  
D o  y o u  b e l i e v e  t h a t ?                        
Perceptions may not always be 
how it really is, but for the              
perceiver, perception is reality.  
What is the perception of            
Christians?  What is the                  
perception of WUMC?  
 
To site just one of the studies I 

found, common negative perceptions of present-
day Christianity include: too judgmental (87%), 
hypocritical (85%), old-fashioned (78%), and too 
involved in politics (75%).  
 
Sandra Bullock who plays the role of Leigh Anne 
Touhy in the movie ‘Blindside’, turned down the 
role three times because of her perception of    
Christians as hypocritical and judgmental.  But 
when she agreed to meet the real Leigh Anne 
Touhy, she found  her to be so open, honest and 
forthright she thought “Wow, I finally met someone 
who practices but doesn’t preach – someone who 
blazes trails, and they do it as a family.” 
 
Of course we’re not perfect.  I frequently have to 
fight my prejudicial, judgmental views of others. To 
be Christ like is hard – we’re humans, but as  

Christians that’s what we strive to do. We will never 
be perceived as perfect, but can we be so “open, 
honest and forthright” that we tip the scales of how 
Christians are perceived?  Can we have a Christ 
like perception of Christians become a reality?   
 
The WUMC I see in 2020 (or before!) is one that 
everyone perceives as a church that cares for,   
welcomes and makes everyone feel ‘at home’.  A 
church known and perceived as one that            
demonstrates Christ’s love for all, - wherever they 
are in life, however they look, whatever they do.  
And while the church is not a building, I believe our 
church building also 
has an image and is 
perceived by others.  
Because of our true 
demonstration of 
Christ’s love, in 2020 
the building that will 
have stood at the 
corner of Epworth and Urwiler for almost 125 years 
will be seen as a beacon of hope, a safe haven for 
all and a symbol of constancy and faithfulness of 
God’s unchanging love and grace.   
 
A church people perceived as demonstrators of 
Christ’s love.  A church building perceived as a 
symbol of God’s faithfulness.  Can you see it? 

MNP—FOOD PANTRY 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Merrimates 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Julie Molt 

In memory of Joan Hill by Al & Jackie Armstrong 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Sue LaRue 

In memory of Joan Hill by Norv & Jean Mansfield 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Sally Dessauer 

In memory of Ginny Michael by Sally Dessauer 
 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
In memory of Roger Kuhn by Sue Niemeyer 

 

BELL CHOIR 
In memory of Ginny Michael by Sue LaRue 

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES go to  
· The family and friends of Ann Boren on the 

death of her sister, Susan Bowyer, who died 
August 23rd;  

· The family and friends of Bonnye Borcherding 
who passed away Sunday,   August 22nd;  

· The Bottoroff family and friends in the loss of 
Bob Bottoroff who passed away Saturday,          
August 21st; 

· The Radle family and friends in the loss of 
Wood Radle who passed away Tuesday,      
August 17th.  
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8:30 AM Communion             
Service, Chapel 

9:30 AM Traditional Service                    
Sanctuary 

10:00 AM New Covenant  
Chapel 

11:00 AM The Journey                
Epworth Hall 

 �
 
 
 
 
 

October 3  
Living Missionally 

John & Catherine Hines 
 
 
 

October 10  
Living Missionally  

Nahum     
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
 
 
 

October 17  
Living Missionally  

Habukkuk 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
 
 
 

October 24  
Living Missionally  

Malachi 
Joshua Lemons 

 
 
 

October 31  
All Saints Day 

Leaving a Legacy 
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Join us for Fellowship, fun, and food for anyone,         
any age, who lives alone 

 

Thursday, Sept. 2, 6:00 pm: Dinner in the              
Church Parlor , 5761 Join us for pizza.                                        

Salad will be provided, bring your own drink.   RSVP 
Sally Dessauer , 662-6588, or                                            

Arlene Schwerin, 662-8037,  to order your pizza,    
 

Thursday, Sept. 16, 6:00 pm:  Dinner at the Bier 
Haus, 6052 Rt. 128, from I’74 turn left.  RSVP Sally 
Dessauer 662-6588 or Arlene Schwerin 662-8037  

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.                
(Matthew 28:19) 
 
Go and make disciples:  It doesn’t get much simpler than that.  Through 
all of the various activities, events, and groups that exist at Westwood 
UMC, this is the thread that ties all of them together in ministry. 
 

I feel blessed that this church is home to such a large and active family of disciples that is 
dedicated to sharing God’s glory and grace with everyone we can.  Within the Worship and 
Arts ministry, this is especially evident in this season, as our Chancel, Gospel, and Handbell 
Choirs begin a new year of service.   
 
This is also the time of year when we start thinking about commitments to ministry for the year 
to come through the All Aboard program.  In the materials soon to be distributed through that 
program, you will see, under the Worship and Arts heading, the many different types of              
opportunities in which we can participate, whether the more obvious ones (singing, playing an 
instrument, ushering, greeting) or the not-so-obvious (technical support, writing text for      
worship, videography).  We’ve set a goal that, in the future, 100% of those who attend worship 
at Westwood UMC will also participate, at least once per year, in the presentation of our     
worship services—whether in front or behind the scenes—and I look forward to the day when 
we can make that goal a reality.  Worship is a wonderful opportunity for all of us to come    
together in the Holy Spirit, and I hope that you will prayerfully consider what your role in our 
worship might be.  As always, contact me anytime to take the first—or the next—step in      
discipleship. 
 
Making a joyful noise, 
Mike Kelly 
Director of Worship and Arts 
661-3139, ext 113 
Mike@wumc.cc 

By Amy Britton 
Last month in The Chimes, we discussed how the Jubilee Choir is a platform for creatively 
encountering God. With World Communion Sunday just around the         
corner (October 3), I’d like to address specifically how we encounter God 
through developing an understanding of God’s world and the people 
therein. 
 
The music we sing, both on Sunday mornings and at rehearsals only, 
provides an opportunity to experience our Lord from someone else’s 
perspective; in so doing, we enlarge our own experience of God and His 
Son. This fall we are enlarging our experience particularly through the 
perspective of people of Ghana. In addition to singing a traditional            
Ghanaian song with the New Covenant Choir in both Twi (their native language) and English, 
we have studied the hymn Jesu, Jesu (because it has a Ghanaian melody and a theme that 
matches the church’s fall mission focus) and had an all-chorister birthday party—Ghana 
style. 
 
Though this is one example of how we enlarge our perspective of God through choir, every 
hymn or anthem we sing also in some way provides this opportunity. We pray that, through 
the choir’s participation in worship, you will also have a greater understanding of our amazing 
Lord. 
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Powers/Wright      7:00  pm   Oct. 14      Saints Room     
  
Coleman/Hearn     9:30 am   Oct. 19       Jean Hafer’s 
 
Montfort/Vath         9:30 am   Oct. 19       Parlor 
 
Fellowship Circle   TBA         Oct. 20th     TBA 
 
Anger Circle         10:00 am  Oct. 21   Library 
 
Brandt/Ward          9:30 am  Oct. 21         Parlor 
 
Knitting Circle        7:00 pm   Oct. 25        Kisner’s 

AIA 
Final meeting and registration                          

for the adult mission trip                                      
to Edisto Island.  

October 5, 2010, Chapel, 7:00 pm.  
                    All who are going                          

and last minute sign ups are welcome.  
               Questions?  

Contact  Duncan Cordrey 739-1700,                

THE FELLOWSHIP   
Autumn Progressive Dinner  

Saturday, Oct 16, 2010.  $10 per person.   

Comfort Food :                                                                 
Pulled Pork, Vegetable Soup and  

Cider.  

A-I bring a comfy appetizer  
and J-Z a comfy dessert.   

Appetizers at 5:45 pm at Jackson's.   

Reservations needed by Oct 10th.   

Check your email for more information.   

Call or email Cunningham's, Ellsberry's, Jackson's or 
Webb's. (Barry at 661-1157) 

October Second Mile of Giving:                                          
Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) 

 
IHN is such a worthwhile organization to support. We 
do help the homeless families when they stay overnight 
at our church for a week, five times a year. However, 
during the day the families stay at the IHN Day Center 
where there is a case manager to guide them toward a 
stable life (exploring education opportunities, looking 
for jobs, getting medical help, finding a place to live, 
receiving government help, taking classes on budget-
ing, parenting, etc.) Once the families qualify for the 
find a place to live, there is someone from IHN who 
follows up to keep them in a stable lifestyle. To pay for 
the support staff at the Day Center and the                     
transportation back and forth to the many churches/
synagogues and the many other day center expenses, 
IHN depends mainly on donations from faith-based  
organizations, like us. Homeless families that           
participate in IHN are very lucky because they are 
taken care of and supported even when they move into 
housing. They are not just “given a fish; they are taught 
to fish.” We all need to support IHN generously through 
Second Mile Giving in October. Thank You! 
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RSVP to Sue Lunsford 941-2822          
& remember food pantry items. 
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Jennifer Lemons on Genome Research 
 
Jennifer Lemons, wife of our Youth          
Director, Josh  Lemons, has recently  
completed an internship at the Mayo Clinic 
in Scottsdale, Arizona.  Jennifer is in a 
Masters program at the University of           
Cincinnati and studied Genetic Counseling         
during her internship this summer.  She 
has a Bachelors degree in Biology from 
Purdue University and is currently working 

on her Masters degree at Univ. of Cincinnati in Medical 
Genetics.   
 
Jennifer is in her second year at U.C. and hopes to         
graduate this spring. Her thesis will explore How the           
Zenomic Era has impacted Pastoral Care. Jennifer               
explained she is very interested in how society has moved 
toward the genetic link to solving disease problems and 
how that impacts the way a pastor ministers to his                  
congregation.   
 
In her spare time, Jennifer enjoys eating at Don Pablos 
and PF Chang.  What Jennifer likes about Cincinnati is 
how many great parks we have and the history behind our 
river town.  Jennifer hopes to find a job after graduation at 
one of the hospitals in Cincinnati or Northern Kentucky. 

Jan Koenig , National Power-Lifting             
Champion 

 

Seven years ago Jan Koenig, UCF Senior Accountant, 
would have never imagined she would be a national          
powerlifting  champion and have a ticket to the World 
Masters Powerlifting Championships. Ironically enough, a 
back injury hoisted her into this unique pastime. Jan’s 
chiropractor, an accomplished power lifting trainer, estab-
lished a regimen that not only improved her back and 
posture, but incorporated strength training, which               
ultimately launched a power lifting career. 
 
Powerlifting is a type of weightlifting that consists of three 
basic lifts: the bench lift, squat and dead lift. Jan is one 
strong accountant, squatting 225 pounds, benching 137 
pounds and dead lifting 336 pounds. Recently, she took 
first place in her age group and weight class in the 
Women’s National Powerlifting Championship. After        
winning gold at the national championships, Jan was 
named an alternate for the World Championships. In July 
she was invited to compete on the World Masters Power-
lifting Team. Jan accepted the invitation and will be com-
peting at the World Masters Powerlifting  Championships 
in  Pilsen, Czech Republic September 26 – October 7. 

By Josh Lemons 
 

It's fall at Westwood and in the Student Ministry, that means kick-off! time! Below is some super important 
information that you'll want to know as a parent,   grandparent or student! 
 

First: subscribe to our blog! Our blog is the only way to stay up-to-date on all of the happenings at Westwood. 
When you subscribe you get (1) one, solo, uno, email when I update the blog. The email is a notification that 
there is a new post, with the post copied directly from the blog! So, sign-up today to stay connected and         
informed! studentministrywumc.wordpress.com 
 

Introducing!   Middle School (MS) Group & High School (HS) Group  MS Group/ HS Group meets 9.30 - 
10.30 am, Sunday mornings, in the commons (formerly the youth room). Group is a time to ask questions and 
experience what God is doing in all of our lives. It is also a time to share about what has been  happening in 
your week. Bring a friend and join us Sunday mornings! 
 

Refuge will meet on Wednesday nights like we did last year. Refuge is our middle school youth group (grades 
7-8). We meet Wednesday's from 6.00-7.30pm in the commons (youth room). Bring a friend--heck bring two! 
Come for games, a talk and small groups. 
 

The HUB Updated!   The HUB will still meet on Sunday nights; however, our time is going to be changed to 
6.00 - 7.30 pm. We hope with this change in time, that we'll be able to cover more ground and talk more in 
depth over some current issues. 
 

The HUB is our high school ministry for grades 9 - 12. The HUB is where it all happens. Come to chill, hang 
out, bring a friend, and hear some good insight into life and God. We meet in the commons (youth room) on 
Sunday night. 
 

LifeGroups  LifeGroups return, this year, with a twist! We will be meeting in homes on a night that is              
PERFECT for you! So check back soon, as details on this emerge. 
 

Parents!  If you have a child in the Student Ministry at Westwood, mark your calendar now! September 20th 
at 6pm there will be a parent meeting in the commons (youth room) to go over details for the Summer like 
mission trips and other cool stuff. We'll also cover Winter Retreats, some fundraising and some new policies. 
 

You'll also need to "sign-off" on your insurance information (which we have on file already) or make changes 
if you've changed your plan or policy. 
 

Winter Retreats & Mission Trips!  For details on these, make sure to be at the parent meeting on                 
September 20th at 6.00 pm in the commons (youth room). 
 

Josh Lemons is Director of Student Ministry 
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By Joanna Coleman 
 
The Faber Room renovation is complete!  For 41 years, Gertrude Faber taught a Sunday School Class in this room. 
Later it became the “Bride’s Room” and the last few years it was used just for storage! Renovating the Faber Room was 
a labor of love that began last winter. Pastor Kathleen asked if I would take it on as a project because the room was 
needed for small group meetings. 
 
There are many people I need to thank for their help with this project. Thanks to: 
· Westside Renovators for patching and painting the walls; 
· Ken Coleman for refinishing the wood window sills, the antique oak table, and the gateleg table; 
· Jenny and Steve Goodson for their generosity in donating the table, chairs, lamp and gateleg table; 
· Pam Christman and Ann Mohr for designing and making the window treatments and reupholstering the chairs; 
· Duncan Cordrey and Ken Tucker for finishing the crown molding; 
· The Trustees for believing in this project and agreeing to fund it; 
· Gloria Montfort for the “Glorified Paper Art” that graces the fireplace mantel; 
· Pastor Kathleen for trusting me with fulfilling her wish. 

 
I hope all of Westwood’s members and friends will enjoy meeting in this beautiful restored room in our historic church         
building. 

 

Eagle Scout Project Makes Garrison Gardens Shine 
 

As his Eagle Scout Project, Nathan Smith                
proposed clearing Garrison Gardens,  turning 
weeds and rocks into a  place for prayer or         
worship.  He made his proposal to the Board of 
Trustees, tying it into the mission of the church and 
providing a detailed description  of the scope of the 
project, project timeline and benefits to the church. 
In less than two weeks, Nathan designed,                 
supervised, and, with the help of great  volunteers,                     
implemented  the transformation of Garrison             
Gardens into a  welcoming, sacred space.  
 
Plans are underway to celebrate the area with who 
knows what—Music? Cook-out? A sing-spiration? 
We’ll let you know when to pack your lawn chairs.  
Until then, take a stroll and reflect on the beauty of 
God’s love demonstrated on the cross, symbolized 
in the garden.. 
 

Kudos to Nathan!  A job well done. 
 

Nathan Smith is son of Greg and Lisa Smith 
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By Gordon Hone 
 
While it has been hot at My Neighbor’s Place this summer, we have had a lot going on except 
for one Tuesday when it got so hot we shut down early. On August 3rd we held our 3rd annual 
Health Fair sponsored by Synod of the Covenant of the  Presbyterian Church. This year the 
Fair was well attended by our neighbors. In the two hours it was open there were 32            
participants. These people had health care professionals identify their health issues identified 

and direct them to help for  correcting them.  Many thanks to Cinda Gorman for coordinating this event, and we 
look forward to another successful Fair next year. 
 

The  Confirmation Class from St. Martins of Tours in Cheviot volunteered this summer. For eight Tuesdays 6 to 8 
different youth helped sort clothes and straighten up the Closet.  They were very enthusiastic and helpful. We want 
to give them a big thank you and hope we can involve them in other activities at My Neighbors Place. 
 

In addition, groups from Starfire Council of Cincinnati come to My Neighbor’s Place on two occasions to help sort 
clothes and bag the “purchases” . These groups of special needs youth were thrilled to be able to interact with the 
people at My Neighbor’s Place. Many groups like this see My Neighbor’s Place as a place tocome and help others.  
 

Earlier this year, the Neighborhood Café started and has been a weekly event for neighbors to stop by   for a cup of 
coffee and a bagel. On occasion when  eggs and bacon were donated, one of the guys in attendance would fix a 
small breakfast which has become a big hit. Joe Erpenbeck and his staff at ABCD (a Hamilton County agency that 
works with individuals with special needs) will not be able to continue their involment so I need several volunteers 
to help continue this program. Someone would be needed to unlock the doors and lock up at the end of the     
morning. No planning is required but I just need someone there as a “monitor”. With 4 volunteers willing to take one 
week a month, I think we can continue this program. If you have Thursday mornings free and are looking for a 
place where you can make a difference, please contact me at 922-4206 to offer your services. 
 

The annual Christmas Party at My Neighbor’s Place will be held on Saturday, December 11th. As in previous years, 
we will welcome donations of hats, scarves, gloves and mittens to give to everyone who attends the party. We also 
have a goal of at least 200 new toys for children 12 years of age and under. This year we would like to have face 
painting for the kids, so all you face painters give Lynda a call at 922-4206. 
 

Thanks to the many people who made memorial gifts to My Neighbor’s Place – The Closet in memory of Steve 
Terry and others. My Neighbor’s Place meant a lot to Steve and these gifts are a great tribute to his memory. It is 
gifts like these that keep My Neighbor’s Place operating.  Westwood United Methodist Church provides the building 
but our programs are not part of the church budget.  

By Vicki Welsh 

 

Well we are off and running with 
our new Extended Care Program!  

Nothing new or  innovative  comes 

without some adjusts and                   

unforeseen bumps in the road. 
  

Here is a brief laundry list of my 

first week.  I now rise at 5:30 am.  

That is only 1 hour earlier than usual, but sure doesn’t feel like it!  The 

night before our first day was like my first day of school when I taught full 
time…you know teachers…you don’t sleep a wink for fear your alarm won’t 

go off.   

 

Then I get to church and the security alarm doesn’t recognize my code! 

Fortunately a little voice in my head told me that just might happen, so I 
waited for Tom to arrive.  But the second day…it still did not authorize me!  

I am simultaneously trying to call Duncan and push the buttons on the  

security key pad!  Whoops…the security company called Pastor Lee that 

morning. 
  

Somehow over this next month I’m going to have to find a way not to work 

11 hours a day!  WUMC hired me for 5 hours a day, September-May and 3 

hours a day June-August.  The State requires me to be present ½ of the 

center’s operational hours.  In our case now that is 5 ½  hours.  However, 
as any good Director, I need to know what’s going on at all points in the 

day.  Being accessible to both staff and parents is very important for all 

concerned.  So this issue of scheduling is a real concern.  I could of course 

plan to be at church from 7 am to 6 pm, but then I have just cut my salary 
in half!!  While I certainly put in more hours than contracted, especially    

during home visit time, I am not expected to take a significant pay cut for 

the privilege of beginning a new program for WUMC.  So some workable 

schedule of coming and going at various hours will have to be worked out.  

  
There are probably other issues that will arise once the normal preschool 

schedule begins.  But I’m convinced that these are all minor issues in the 

face of the larger good we are providing for our families.  So if you pass 

me in the hall way and see me yawning, just know it has been another 
5:30 am rise and shine morning.  Oh, and don’t call me at home after 9 pm 

--  I’m in bed! 

Vicki Welsh,  
Preschool               
Director 

������������	
�����
�
����������������	
�����
�
����������������	
�����
�
����������������	
�����
�
����� ���
 

· Don’t forget to use those Kroger 
Cards.   They are our greatest 
source of income.  If you need one 
call me and $1 will get you your 
own. 

 
· We are still collecting printer ink 

cartridges  and old cell phones .  
We made $129.00 last year on the 
cartridges and phones mailed off to 
the Funding Factory. 

 
· La Rosa peelers  are once again 

being sold for $10.  These will be 
on sale until September 24. 

 
· Gently used preschool riding 

toys:  trikes, scooters, big 
wheels…please no battery               
operated vehicles. 

 
· Gently used dress-up out fits:  

any will do even if they are too 
large we can cut them down to 
size. 

2010-2011 WUMC Preschool Stats   
 

· 56 families, 68 children.   

· 12 families with 2 children enrolled.   

· 24 new families and 32 returning families.    

By Sally Dessauer, IHN Coordinator 
August 22-28 our church hosted several homeless families from Interfaith Hospitality Network. The last four    

families had prayer requests, and they do need our prayers! 
 “Please pray for me and my family to find a home close to where we came from so my son does not have to 
change schools. Also that the other families can come up from their sad situations. Me and my family need a safe, stable 
home to be able to feel comfortable in. Also that my children have not been affected by the situation we have been put in. 
Also that my son progresses in school: he has been having trouble keeping up. Thank you, RH” “Lord! Lord Almighty, I’ve 
been through a lot and I’m trying to make things right but I sometimes feels as though there’s a weight on my shoulders. 
But I have all faith in you that you make things all better. It’s just not an easy job raising little ones alone, but you of all  
people know I’m doing the best I can. So I will just keep praying night and day that change is gonna come. So pray for my 
strength, my finances and will in the Lord. Bless my family with a stable home and safe environment. And Lord, take care 
of my mom and grandma, for with you and them that keeps my strength going and strong. Thanks, NW” “Please pray for 
my 2 sons that I may be able to feed and clothe them and keep a roof over their heads. And for my mental and physical 
ability to be able to do so. Please pray for my 2 sons that I am able to get them to and from school so that they can get the 
education that they deserve. And for my mental and physical ability to do so. Please pray for my mom and that she is 
physically and mentally capable to help me with my 2 sons. Please pray for healthy relationships amongst all of my friends. 
Thanks, SS”“Thank you so very much for hosting me and my child. I humbly request the following prayers form your     
congregation: for stable, secure and affordable shelter for myself and my child. Also for guidance, faith, confidence and 
courage to face the future challenges that will come in stabilizing my home life, finances and continuing my education 
(which has been on hold for a couple of years.) I pray for health, happiness, peace and the discipline to build a stronger, 
close relationship with my family, friends, but most importantly my God (my Creator). I need to lean more on him than   
myself and to release any hurt, bitterness or animosity that I might have toward others. It only stagnates me and my   
blessings. Again, thank you for everything. Sincerely, JB” 
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EDUCATION & SMALL GROUPS 
http://www.smallgroups.com/  
 
Top 10 Mistakes Small Group Leaders Make 
Randall Neighbour surveyed 500 small group leaders about their most  
common mistakes.  This is what the leaders said were their top ten         
mistakes. 
1. "I operated passively without goals."  No goals means no direction and 
no direction limits spiritual growth. 
 
2. "I released an untrained apprentice."  Without enough experience and 
support a new leader will struggle to survive and thrive. 
 
3. "I was leading as if I were the senior pastor."  Leaders do not have to 
provide all pastoral care.  They may turn the pastors and staff when it is 
beyond their skills and comfort level. 
 
4. "I pastored the wrong people."  Focus on the core people, the ones 
who attend regularly and desire to grow in their Christian faith. 
 
5. "I made community the highest goal of my group."  Helping others to 
know about Christ is more important than a focusing only on community. 
 
6. "My sole focus was the weekly small group meetin gs."  Take the time 
to meet individual with people from you group (and worship does not count!) 
 
7. "I appointed myself as the Holy Man (or Holy Wom an)."  Surprise!  
Leaders do not have all the answers, but they know how to equip students 
to discover the answers themselves. 
 
8. "I took shortcuts with equipping, discipleship a nd accountability"  If 
a group is to grow in spiritual maturity, there must be accountability which 
means living a more disciplined life. 
 
9. "I operated out of a vocational paradigm."  This is not a job. It is a   
calling from God! 
 
10. "I had no prayer life."  Nothing in the church can happen effectively, 
unless it is covered in prayer.  That includes all small groups! 
 
In conclusion, Neighbour writes : 
“There are only two kinds of mistakes : Good mistakes are the ones you 
learn from; bad mistakes are the ones that you repeat or ignore. God has 
given you a unique opportunity to shake up Satan's kingdom with the power 
of community. Your group was designed by God to storm the gates of Hell 
and set captives free.  Don't be afraid to make changes today in your     
ministry to see revival in your small group!” 
 
For the complete article go to www.RandalNeighbour.com or 
www.smallgroups.com and search for “Top 10 Mistakes.” 

A Conversation with the Missions Team 
 
‘I Love Cincinnati’ is a bumper sticker you have seen on the 
back of some cars throughout the region and this is           
inspiration for Westwood UMC’s Mission Weekend            
Experience October 2,3. 
 
Carol Wright, Chair of Missions said, “I just love the thought 
of members of Westwood getting an opportunity to champion 
their mission work and have others come along side of them 
on one special day.”  On October 2, members and friends of 
the church who sign up can go to different mission locations 
to do various tasks and meet new people that ‘mission  
champions’ see every week. 
 
“The goal for the weekend consists of a Saturday opportunity 
for the whole family depending on the  location chosen to 
work for 2 - 4 hours,” said Beth Strawhun and Nedra 
Scroggins-Sage. “Later at 6-8pm at My Neighbor’s Place a 
celebration with a cookout and music by Godspeed out on 
the lawn will top off a great day in the service to Cincinnati 
and our Lord.” 
 
But the weekend doesn’t stop there. Dr. Lee said, “We’ve 
invited missionaries John and Kathryn Heinz of the Mission 
Society who work with First UMC of Lexington, KY to come 
and share in preaching and sharing in a seminar how to live 
missionally. That is really the theme of living for Jesus in the 
way we see our lives and our mission in life!” 
 
The youth and Adult in Action Mission Team will provide a 
lunch on Sunday so everyone can attend the seminar. The 
lunch will be a mission fundraiser for both groups.  

Meeting in the Parking Lot of WUMC,  2 - 4 PM 
 
What is a Crop Walk? Crop 
Walks are organized by local 
congregations to raise funds to 
end hunger at home and around 
the world. The sponsoring 
agency is the World Church     
Service, headquartered in           
Pakistan.  
 
What happens to the money? 
The idea is that walkers get          
people to sponsor them by     
donating money for the walk.  
This money is then collected, a         

percentage is kept for the local community, and the rest is 
sent to World Church Services.  This year’s local recipients 
include My Neighbor’s Place, West-Fed, and Manna.  
 
What do the walkers do? Meet here in the church parking lot 
at 2 pm.  You will be given a leaflet that will describe your 
route. The longer route is 3.1 miles which will take you and 
the shorter route is one mile.  Time to pull out the sneakers. 
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Another Mission Project Completed!!! 
 
On Tuesday, August 31, delivery was made of School               
Supplies to Cheviot, Midway and Westwood Schools. To 
Cheviot, we carried in school supplies of pencils, paper,  
crayons and erasers and also 53 bottles of hand sanitizer. To 
Midway, we took 100 notebooks and 240 pencils. To      
Westwood, we took school supplies, such as above and also 
boxes of tissues and 27 packages of paper towels. Such   
enthusiasm we heard from the office staffs at each building. A 
big THANK YOU to all who participated in this project.    
Westwood UMC contributors are the most generous around. 
 
Your Church Mission Team 
Carol Wright and Beth Strawhun, co-chairmen  

Twin Towers Auxiliary invites you to the  
Mad Hatter Tea and a Silent Auction 

Tuesday October 26 
2—4pm 

Don’t be Late! 
The Gulden Community Center 

5343 Hamilton Avenue 
Donation $10 per person 

 
Silent Auction 

OPEN 1:30—3:30 pm 
Final Call for bids at 3:20pm 

Auctin items values from 
$10—$100 

Hand crafted items  
Home Décor 

Gift Certificates 
Other Unique items 
 

Tea Table Open 2-4 pm 
Reserved tables of 8 with your prepaid registration form  
received by Oct. 8, 2010. Please include name of group, 

phone number of person reserving the table and names of 
the people attending. Checks payable to Twin Towers         

Auxiliary. Mail to Box 112  
5343 Hamilton Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45224 

Shhh.
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Manners, Please-Part II                                      
from  

I Want to Teach my Child About Manners                              
by Jennie Bishop. 

 

The old saying goes, “Sticks and stones may break your 
bones, but words can never hurt you.”  Nothing could be 
further from the truth.  From the day children start to string 
sounds together, they learn the power of words to       
communicate.  Children need the adults in their lives to 
teach and be an example of using words in a positive way.  
Children can learn the basics of conversations (how to say 
“hello” and “good-bye,” how to listen without interrupting), 
phone manners, written words such as thank-you notes 
and emails, encouraging words and sharing the Gospel. 
 

Some scripture to study with your children, on this topic, 
include: 

Phillippians 1:3, 2:14-15 
Proverbs 15:1, 25:11 
Exodus 20:7, 16 
I John 4:7-8 
I Thessalonians 5:11 

 

For younger children, adults can role play manners with 
them.  For older children, discussions can include use of 
cell phones and texting and how to share encouraging 
words and actions with others.  Do not forget to use your 
own words wisely and praise your children when they act 
like Jesus in their words and deeds. 
 

 

By Elaine Powers 

The Food Pantry at My Neighbor’s Place continues to serve at least 30 families a week.  With success comes need.  
This means that we need more of your help.  The following items are given out each week.  If you can bring some to 
church, or give money to purchase them, that help would be significant.  Thanks for your  consideration. Here’s what 
we need: 

 
  Applesauce      Noodle Soup 
  Cereal       Peanut Butter 
  Corn       Peas 
  Corn Muffin Mix      Pineapple/other fruit 
  Crackers      Pork & Beans 
  Green Beans      Spaghetti (1 lb. package)  
  Jelly        Spaghetti Sauce 

By Lori Schulte 
 
Every year around this time in September, Cheviot 
hosts the "Harvest Home Fair."  It's a big deal in our 
part of the world.  It's small town.  It's                  
wholesome.  It's like going back in time.   
 
The Fair kicks off each year with the Annual            
Harvest Home Parade.  People two to three days 
ahead of time will literally lay their "lawn chairs" down 
all along the parade route on the sidewalks to       
reserve their space. People who aren't from this area 
can't believe their eyes and think we're all crazy, and 
that surely someone will steal the chairs, but I'm 
happy to report....no one ever has!   
 
Our church for the last five years has entered a "float" 
in the parade.  Our Praise Band plays on it every 
year and it's a wonderful way to celebrate our    
Christian Heritage, Reach out to the community, and 
share the love of Jesus with our friends and 
neighbors in the 
area.  Of these 
last five years I am 
proud to announce 
that our church 
has won "Best 
Float" three out of 
four years!  Now, 
we don't enter the  
parade each year 
with the hope of 
winning the prize, 
but I have to admit 
it's nice to be    
recognized for our 
efforts.  
 
 

Last year, I was so excited about our float idea, I loved 
working on it, (as intricate as it was), and I just knew from 
the moment we finished our float that we were going to 
win.  This year, I didn’t have any of those feelings, even 
though our design and finished float looked just as 
great.  The thing I found myself focusing on the most was 
the joy that was found during the construction of the 
float.  We had twice as many people volunteer to help this 
year than in years past and the fellowship experience           
during those “Work days” was just amazing!   God truly did 
design us to be “Community Oriented” human beings.  We 
were uniquely designed for companionship.  Gathering          
together to share in a common goal was unique enough, 
but to gather together to create something that not only 
celebrated our faith, honored the business owners of our 
congregation was something special all on it’s own.  This 
year, our parade float was built with great love by a great 
group of Christians….and well, I guess that love showed!  
 
Glen and I headed up to the Fair yesterday to collect the 
Prize for Best Float, but honestly, all of us who helped build 

the float, the Praise Band who 
rode on the float and yes, even 
those who witnessed the float 
during the parade, I believe have 
already won the prize….The 
Prize of knowing and being    
introduced to Christ Jesus!  
 
Gather up a group of your 
friends and family soon and   
celebrate your love of Jesus 
Christ.  It does a spiritual body 
good!  

Children’s Sunday School                                      
Lessons for October 

 
Do you ever wonder what stories 
your children are learning in 
Sunday school?  Here is an    
opportunity for parents to        
reinforce the weekly lesson.  For 
more complete information, go to 
www.iamrocksolid.com.  
 
 
Pre-school & Elementary 
October 3:  David the Shepherd (1            
        Samuel 16:1-13) 
October 10: David Plays for King Saul 

       (1 Samuel 16:14-23) 
October 17: David and Jonathan (1 Samuel 18-20) 
October 24: David the King (2 Samuel 5-7) 
October 31: Solomon Asks for Wisdom (1 Kings 3:1-15) 

 
‘Tweens 
October 3: Joseph (Genesis 41) 
October 10: Moses (Exodus 3-12) 
October 17: Joshua - Into the Promised Land (Joshua 1-4) 
October 24: Deborah (Judges 4-5) 
October 31: Samuel obeys God, Saul disobeys                             
       (1 Samuel 8:1-22; 9–10; 13:1-14) 

Rev. Kathleen Kisner,  
Associate Pastor in  

charge of Children &  
Family Ministries,                                               

Christian Education, & 
Small Groups                                                             

Overheard last year, in our community: 

“We always go trick or treating on       

Epworth.  They have a church that gives 

out full-sized candy bars and popcorn!”  

Yes, once again the church will be    

sponsoring “Trunk or Treat” on October 

31, from 6 to 8 pm.  Join others in the 

parking lot to give away candy or     

cookies, popcorn and hot chocolate.  

Jam to the music as you open your deco-

rated trunk and dish out 300+ pieces of 

candy to ghosts and princess.  For more 

information, contact Pastor Kathleen. 
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The prayer team would like to invite you to use the  calendar to pray for the different activities goin g on at church and in home s.                                                                            
Pray for those attending, leading, hosting or plann ing. Pray and get involved, there is a lot to pick from. Find your nitch!   


