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Responding to                                   

Godôs Call                           

to Make                                

Disciples of  

Jesus Christ 

Leeõs  

    Look  
 

ADVENT!!! ?? 

 

Whoaðis it here already? By the time you receive this Chimes, youôll 

be on the other side of Thanksgiving, headed toward December 25, 

and gaining speed. We all do donôt we? I mean, donôt we grab the 

reins, hold on to our wallet, search under the cushions for some 

change and go shopping? Donôt we rush around with parties, phone 

calls, decorations and cookies? Donôt we, little elves, just work so hard 

at times that we forget the whole reason for the season? 

 

Can I ask you to STOP!? 

 

The story of Christ's birth is a story of promise, 

hope, and a revolutionary love. So, what              

happened? What was once a time to celebrate 

the birth of a Savior has somehow turned into a 

season of stress, traffic jams, and shopping 

lists. And when it's all over, many of us are left 

with presents to return, looming debt that will 

take months to pay off, and this empty feeling of 

missed purpose. Is this what we really want out 

of Christmas? What if Christmas became a 

world-changing event again? Welcome to          

Advent Conspiracy. 

 

What if we all just slowed down this season and took stock of what it is really about? 

Jesus. What if you and I decided that this year Christmas will be different? We wonôt 

spend as much but weôll be smarter. We wonôt go in debt but weôll give from our heart. 

We wonôt forget that Jesus is the reason and whether someone wants to call it a              

holiday or Christmas in our hearts, we know the reason. 

 

But what if we acted like we knew the reason? What would it feel like? Look like?  

 

I want to invite you on a journey this year, something weôll call the Advent Conspiracy. 

Weôll ask ourselves what if we would worship fully, spend less, give more and love all? 

What would Advent look like in our families in 2009?  

 

 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church 
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Join us  

for                       

Worship 

P A G E  1 5  

ñHe handed out giftsé. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christôs body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
Godôs Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.ò                                      

                                   Ephesians 4:11-13 (Msg) 

This We Believe:  We believe in our responsibility to the Great Commandment.  ñYou must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind.ò This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is 

equally important, ñLove your neighbor as yourself...ò Matthew 22:37-39 

Food Pantry  

In honor of Glen Schulte by Elisabeth Anger 

In memory of Benjamin Reidy by Jackie & Al Armstrong 

In memory of Mildred Hone by Joanna & Ken Coleman 

In memory of Mildred Hone by the Merrimates 

In memory of Lee & Herschel Snapp by Bali Snapp 

In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by Julie Molt 
 

Music Fund  

In memory of Vera Jean Hinkle by Charlie & Libby Richen 
 

Wesmates Endowment  
In memory of Ginny Chizer by Lou & Kay Koenig 
In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by Charlie & Libby Richen 
In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by Roger & Mary Jane 
Miller 
In memory of Charles Jackson by Roger & Mary Jane Miller 
In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by Andrew, Lori & Ellie 
Payne 
 

By Bob Hyland 
 

Sometimes we get involved in something that 

makes us forget about other things we might be 

doing.  Our older daughter really enjoyed playing 

with dolls, and for some reason she really enjoyed 

putting diapers on them.  So, every Christmas from 

the time she was about 4 until she was at least 10, 

and probably 11, Holly found under the tree on 

Christmas morning a box of newborn-size paper 

diapers (yes, probably that P&G brand).  

She didnôt always get to this box first.  

But, when she did, this gift was guaran-

teed to cause excitement or, as she got 

older, at least to bring enjoyment.  She 

would immediately run and get one or two 

dolls, on which she would put diapers.  

She did understand Christmas morning, 

though, and she never stopped    opening 

gifts when she got the diapers.  She always went 

back to the other gifts, and the newly diapered dolls 

would lie there as she opened those other gifts.   

 

I think that sometimes weôre not like Holly.  Some-

times weôve opened one of those gifts weôve            

received (something that enables us to do ministry 

for God), and we stay with that gift.  When we do 

that, weôre ignoring other gifts weôve received,  

We have experienced many losses since the last issue of The Chimes. Our prayers and condolences are extended to the 

families and friends of Henry Goodson, Jr, who passed away November 14, 2009; Marien Jackoby who passed on             

November 16, 2009; and our dear friend Ginny Chizer who passed November 16, 2009. We also remember Chris Hetz in 

the passing of her  father, Benjamin Reidy on October 28, 2009.  Please remember these families during the holidays, a 

difficult time to deal with loss. 

Preschool Fund  
In memory of Ernest Tancous by Jean Tancous 
 

Memorial Fund  
In memory and honor of the Veterans by Daryl Cammerer 
In memory of Gary Owen by Ada Owen 
In memory of Evelyn Hader by Mr. & Mrs. Jack Geiler 
 

UMCOR 

In memory of Lee & Herschel Snapp by Bali Snapp 
 

Youth Mission Fund  

In memory of Lee & Herschel Snapp by Bali Snapp 
 

Parlor Fund  

In memory of Evelyn Hader by Sally & Jerry Skidmore 
 

Real Property Maintenance  

In memory of Evelyn Hader by Mrs. Martha Anness 

that we could use for Godôs ministry.  Maybe itôs time to 

lay that doll aside, even if only for a while, and open  

another gift.   

 

Here is where these thoughts get a little more             

complicated.  Do you remember a couple months ago 

when I told how I find it interesting that sometimes the 

ministry we do is ministry to ourselves?  (If you donôt 

remember that, Iôm glad Iôve said it again.)  This is how 

using those gifts is, for us individually.  When you or I 

choose to open a new ñgiftò, to use a talent we 

havenôt used for God or perhaps that we used 

sometime ago but weôve ignored for a while, we 

find ourselves receiving something more.  In 

expanding what we are willing to do, we find 

ourselves experiencing Christ in a new way.    

 

Another thoughtðtime and desire are gifts.  If 

there is something you think should be part of 

Godôs ministry, you donôt have to be good at the skills 

involved to help that ministry.  Your time and desire can 

be used for that ministry.  They, too, are gifts.  So, this 

Advent, when you think about God coming into this 

world in a new way, maybe you can think about how you 

can, in a new way, bring Christ into the world and to 

yourself.  (If you need another All Aboard! sheet, let me 

know.  Iôll either mail you one or drop it off.) 


