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ADVENT!! ?7?

Whoad is it here already? By the time you receive this Chimes,y ou 6 | |
{ be on the other side of Thanksgiving, headed toward December 25,
) and gaining speed. We al |l do dopot
reins, hold on to our wallet, search under the cushions for some
change and go shopping? Dondt we r
calls, decorations and cookies?
at times that we forget the whole reason for the season?

Can | ask you to STOP!?

The story of Christ's birth is a story of promise,
hope, and a revolutionary love. So, what
happened? What was once a time to celebrate
the birth of a Savior has somehow turned into a

lists. And when it's all over, many of us are left
with presents to return, looming debt that will
take months to pay off, and this empty feeling of
missed purpose. Is this what we really want out
of Christmas? What if Christmas became a
world-changing event again? Welcome to
Advent Conspiracy.

What if we all just slowed down this season and took stock of what it is really about?

Jesus. What if you and | decided that t|his
spend as much but wedll be smarter. We
We wonot forget t hat Jesus is the reaspn

holiday or Christmas in our hearts, we know the reason.
But what if we acted like we knew the reason? What would it feel like? Look like?
I want to invite you on a journey this

We 6| | ask ourselves what if we would
What would Advent look like in our families in 2009?

wor|ls hi

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church

won ot

year



PAGE 2

Westwood

United Methodist Church

Responding t

to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ

o)

MINISTERS:

Food Pantry

In honor of Glen Schulte by Elisabeth Anger

In memory of Benjamin Reidy by Jackie & Al Armstrong

In memory of Mildred Hone by Joanna & Ken Coleman

In memory of Mildred Hone by the Merrimates

In memory of Lee & Herschel Snapp by Bali Snapp
tlrbmerPOFyé)fiCK & Esther Elder by Julie Molt

Music Fund

KG@h rliys t 0 s |n mBrfofl ¥ Vera JeBn&Hinkle by Charlie & Libby Richen
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Ulveuglits iirom tine Lay Leader

By Bob Hyland

Sometimes we get involved in something that
makes us forget about other things we might be
doing. Our older daughter really enjoyed playing
with dolls, and for some reason she really enjoyed
putting diapers on them. So, every Christmas from
the time she was about 4 until she was at least 10,
and probably 11, Holly found under the tree on
Christmas morning a box of newborn-size paper
diapers (yes, probably that P&G brand).
She didnodt al ways
But, when she did, this gift was guaran-
teed to cause excitement or, as she got
older, at least to bring enjoyment. She
would immediately run and get one or two
dolls, on which she would put diapers.
She did understand Christmas morning,
though, and she never stopped opening
gifts when she got the diapers. She always went
back to the other gifts, and the newly diapered dolls
would lie there as she opened those other gifts.

I think that someti mes

ti mes weobve opened one
received (something that enables us to do ministry
for God), and we stay with that gift. When we do
that, wedre ignoring

we

eve in

mportant,

ot her knoths

our
your soul
ALove

responsibility t
and all your mi
your nei@®hbor as

t hat we coul use for Goddés mini st r Wifficulttiaty detl withtosss t i me t o
lay that doll aside, even |f only for a while, and open ~——
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Wesmates Endowment

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Lou & Kay Koenig
Ingngmery of £y & Esther Eldgr by Charlie & Libby Richen
In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by Roger & Mary Jane
Miller

In memory of Charles Jackson by Roger & Mary Jane Miller

In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by Andrew, Lori & Ellie
Payne

Preschool Fund
In memory of Ernest Tancous by Jean Tancous

Memorial Fund

In memory and honor of the Veterans by Daryl Cammerer
In memory of Gary Owen by Ada Owen

In memory of Evelyn Hader by Mr. & Mrs. Jack Geiler

UMCOR

In memory of Lee & Herschel Snapp by Bali Snapp

Youth Mission Fund
In memory of Lee & Herschel Snapp by Bali Snapp

Parlor Fund
In memory of Evelyn Hader by Sally & Jerry Skidmore

Real Property Maintenance
In memory of Evelyn Hader by Mrs. Martha Anness

Cvee will (Remember

We have experienced many losses since the last issue of The Chimes. Our prayers and condolences are extended to the
families and friends of Henry Goodson, Jr, who passed away November 14, 2009; Marien Jackoby who passed on
November 16, 2009; and our dear friend Ginny Chizer who passed November 16, 2009. We also remember Chris Hetz in
the passing of her father, Benjamin Reidy on October 28, 2009. Please remember these families during the holidays, a

CHIMES (USPS 681140) is published monthly January through December by Westwood United Methodist Church, 3460 Epworth AvenoatiQOhio.
Periodical Postage paid at Cincinnati, Ohio. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: CHIMES, 3460 Epworth Avenue, Cinainbafi].
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Worship Celebration

By Dr. Lee Strawhun Kiva partners with existing microfinance
institutions. Ki vads partners are

qualified entrepreneur and as a result we (WUMC) gain

pression of our belief that if people who want to change _T_Ecesshtc')(.entreplrengucris from communltﬁs worlc;?md?.
are given the tools to change they will. It looked exciting rough Kiva, uploaded entrepreneur profiles go directly

and so we thought | et ai ! ther%eéNnege W%carblefnq t? Wedna he V\‘ego W ¢

this year by supporting his children aro . unique experience connect| g to a spe-

who want to better themselves and their Ir on the other side of the planet, but the
So the Mission Team decided to partr rtners can do more of what they do,
loans that
change lives

A few weeks ago Josh returned from the National Youth
Workers Convention with a great opportunity for an ex-

(O

Kiva's mission is to connect people throt
for the sake of alleviating poverty.  Kivi
first person-to-person micro-lending webs
ing individuals and groups (WUMC) to |
entrepreneurs around the globe.

goal is to offer Jesus a gift that will

for years after this Christmas 2009

ent 2009 you and your family will have

to give a special gift to Jesus and on
1s Eve wedll announ
:al people better themselves around the

ft to give as we reflect on the world-wide
us6 birth has given

The people you see on Kiva's site are rei
als. We will browse entrepreneurs' pra
choosing people to lend to, and then mak
result WUMC is helping a real persor
strides towards economic independence and |mprovmg

life for themselves, their family, and their community.
Throughout the course of the loan (usually 6-12
mont hs) , 61l 1 receive emai
repayments. Then, when we get our loan money back,
GET THIS! we can relend to someone else!

>

One family from Westwood will act as our contacts.

We will choose a family from Westwood to be our lend-

ers through Kiva for the next year and every year after
that dnBthEF fanfly will havdl thet oPporturdityté lentl bup € K
gift! This family will give us updates and let us know
what our gift to Jesus is dong throughout 2010.

exper

[Kiels Aroume the Worlel rivamnk Yeuy

# ABOARD
< ‘mpa/gn Update

There have been over 200 adult
commitment cards completed!! We
service

been

are excited to see all the
opportunities that have
chosen. If you still have your
commitment card, please complete
and turn it into the church of-
fice. If you need a new commit-
ment card, please call the church
office.  The Lay Leadership Team
hopes to have a full train with all of
our members and friends ALL
ABOARD as we begin the next
year.

120 shoeboxes were collected at WUMC for Operation
Christmas Child. Thank you for your support of this won-
derful program.

Messages of NOtCS fI‘OIn WOI'Shlp and Arts

Hope at Wesmwool
United Method/st
Church

Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the

Lord has told us about. o (from Luke
Letds gol! The Advent season is defi
with family and friends, we buy gifts, we put up decorations, andd most
importantlyd we gather to worship and praise God for His amazing gift to

us in Christ Jesus.

8:30 AM Communion
Service, Chapel
9:30 AM Traditional Service
SEUIETY
10:00 AM New Covenant
Chapel
11:00 AM The Journey

Within the Worship and Arts ministry alone, the Advent season includes our weekly worship
services, three Christmas Eve services, and our annual Carol and Candlelight service, which
will take place at 5 PM on December 6. As always, the Carol and Candlelight service is a great

Epworth Hall opportunity to celebrate Christds birth ahead
This yeards program is entitled AThe Nativity,
AY$His yeards Christmas Eve services offer somet

especially for children and families, the 7:00 service features singers and instrumentalists in an
inspirational blend of traditional and contemporary styles, and the 11:00 service is a celebration
of lessons and carols, with choral, organ, and handbell music that will welcome the Christ child
with glory.

December
The Advent
Conspiracy

Make sure to share the experience of Christmas at Westwood UMC with whomever you can.
By the way, ther eds 06sdntackmhe atyiimaéo fitrdouthppw.t i nvol ved

November 29
Worship Fully
Dr. Lee Strawhun

Making a joyful noise,
Mike Kelly
Director of Worship and Arts
661-3139, ext. 113
mike@wumc.cc

/A\elvemnt Callemalalrr

Advent Sermon Series The Advent Conspiracy

Wy

December 6
Spend Less
Rev. Kathleen Kisner

-

December 13
Give More

Dr. Lee Strawhun Carol and Candlelight

5 pm, December 6 Sanctuary

Jesus® Birt hdagon Becentbar 20 Gymnasium

My Neighbors Place
Christmas Eve

5 pm, December 24 Ministry Annex

December 20
Love All
Dr. Lee Strawhun

Family Christmas Eve 5 pm, December 24. Sanctuary
Candlelight 7 pm, December 24 Sanctuary

BT ey 27 Christmas Eve
Rev. Kathleen Kisner Pre -Midnight 11:00 pm, Dec 24 Sanctuary

Christmas Eve

May your Christmas be filled with the wonder , beauty,

and | ove that God has brought t/o |
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Martin Luther wrote, | have held many things in my hands, and | have lost them all. But whatever | have placed in
Godo6s hands, thide demitndd poOssfesshe meaning of stewardship. How
month is suggested in the following report of our weekly average in giving and attendance during the month of
October 2009 compared to October 2008. As always, thank you for completing the attendance form found on the

UMW Unit Meeting
Dec. 3, 2009, 10:30 am, Sanctuary

MHNappening s
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December Circle Meelings

S F;o¥versNVright'|' December 10™ Saints Roomi 7pm

Brandt/Freeman i December 17"i1J Br and t

home, 9:30 am

Connection Card of your bulletin each week. Your extra effort helps provide the attendance numbers we use in this

Room at the Table

. th - A . )
Room for Praise through Music Anger i December 177 -Ro n 6 s | 1R1Q:459n

report. Mike Kelly, Coleman-Hearni December 15" M. ' Gr i mmer
Director of Worship and Arts will be home, 10:30 am
Stewardship: Average per week October 2009 October 2008 presenting Tritschler i December 16", Susan Thomas
our Givi $14.265.68 $12317.77 a musical program. gifts for children, 6:00 pm
r n ,265. ,317. ;
trisiving Monfort/Vath i December 15" , Restaurant,
Our Presence RSVP to Sue Lunsford 11:_39 am -
8:30 AM Attendance 20 19 at 941 -2822 & remember the Knitting i December 1471 TBA T 6:30 pm
9:30 AM Attendance 216 224 food pantry items
11:00 AM Attendance 89 74
9:30 AM Nurseryd i Kindergarten 35 30 Together On Our Own
9:30 AM 1st-6th Grad 29 20 A social group for anyone of any age who lives alone c wiati Read

: st- rade

_ _ Thursday, Dec. 3rd, at 6pm  Plan to meet for dinner at ongrafuiations eaders

9:30 AM Middle School & High School NR 17 Roma ltalian Restaurant. 6900 Cheviot Rd. at Blue rock By Mary Jane Miller, Program Resource
9:30 Adult SOS 5 8 I(g;e;vgcuhsvl\yerci: Igé?éégsvp Sally Dessauer 662-6588 or Ar- Westwood United Methodist Women recog-

. nized 23 women who participated in the 2009 Read-
11:00 Nursery-Pre School 12 12 Thursday, Dec. 17th at 6pm  Plan to meet for a Christmas ing Program at the November 5th Unit Meet-
11:00 AM Kids Own Worship 16 NR dinner at Aston Oaksd Oak LeafijgRegntrerdivbdeatértificatd and & boSkmarf ak s

_ (off Shady Lane). We can car pool from the church.. RSVP to total of 195 books were read. Those who read four
11:00 AM Faith Seekers 6 NA Arlene SChWerin, 662'803, or Sa”y Dessauer, 662-6588 or more books (P'an |) were: Joy Braun, Louise
11:00 AM Merrimates 26 23 Morrison, Sarah Freeman, Marcia Grimmer, Chris
A Win Win Opportunity! Tritschler, Dona McMahon, Vera_l Marker, Elisabeth
11:00 AM Wesmaites 32 33 _ _ Anger, Margaret Anﬁger, Betty Linde, Mary Jo Fox,
Shopping at Ten Thousand Vi-l | aga@eéPowers, HelénB/atl, TadMend Hogman ahd a
Sunday PM Youth Group NR NR win situation because the store sells wonderful handcrafted Carol Wright.
items created by talented third world craftspeople who are )
paid fair market wages. It is a perfect place to do Christmas Reading ten or more books (Plan Il) were:
12:00 and 5:00, 20% of your purcr_\ases will go to.IHN. Itis a Reading fifteen or more books (Plan Ill) were:
wo_nderful way to help people in third V\_/orld countries to make Spence Ingerson and Kathy Rouse.
. . . . . a living, help IHN who always needs financial help, and help
‘ h rIStm aS G Iw SSIO n I eawa yourself by purchasing fabulous Christmas gifts! The store is Those reading 20 or more books (Plan 1V) were:
at 2011 Madison Rd. with a parking lot across the street June Brandt (20); Julie Molt (20) and JoAnn Ward
. behind the stores. (22). Congratulations to all!
By Elaine Powers
Are you looking for a way to give a gift to someone who has more than they really All Job Seekers and People Looking for Help in Growing their Businesses
d? A looking to h them by helpi thers? The Church Mission T
nee _ e you- 0oking to honor them By helping o -ers © Lhurch Mission feam If you are a job seeker or if you are looking for full employment, there is now a resume book being kept in the church
has just the thing for you. In the gym between services on each Sunday of Advent, office. To include your resume in the book, just print it out and bring it to the church office during business hours, 9-5,
we will be displaying the many programs of mission that you might give to in honor of Monday-Thursday; 9-4, Fridays..
a loved one. For any chosen project, a check written to the church will get you a If you are IOOking for help in gI‘OWing your bUSineSS, Why not consider your WUMC fam"y first. There is a tremendous
) ) ] ) ) ) ) ) talent pool avail able to you right her e. When you are a
Special Christmas Gift Card telling what project you chose to give to in their honor. sume book to see if we have a possible match.
. . . .
Look for the Christmas Tree decorated with Gift Cards and give! Thank You. Also, job seekers shouldnoét forget about the Western |Hi

mornings from 9-11 AM at the Westwood First Presbyterian Church. Please call Tom Haid for more information. He
can be reached at 251-9743.
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By Josh Lemons

Thanksgiving has come and gone, and Advent,
the season of arrival, is here. It's one of my
favorite times of the year.

It's a "new" time. The New Year is just around
the bend, the time when we historically look at
our lives and see where we need to make ad-
justments, where we need to go and how we
are going to get there.

As | look at my life, and think about things that

need to be adjusted, I've been taking a good

look at the Student Ministry here at Westwood as well. It's been an eventful Fall for us as we've
pulled back the covers and really taken a good look at our programs.

We've asked tough questions, like, "Are our programs reaching our community?" and "are we us-
ing our time effectively on Sunday night for Youth Group?"

After much prayer and team consideration it is my joy to announce a few changes in the Student
Ministry. Starting January 6th you will see a new Middle School Youth Group begin at 6.00 pm and
end at 7.30 pm. This new program will be called Refuge. Refuge is a great time to bring friends,
play some games, meet new people, talk about what is going on in your life and get together in
small groups to talk about God.

Along with a new Middle School ministry here at Westwood, we are going to be changing the
format and content of our High School ministry. The High School ministry will be known as The
HUB. At The HUB we seek to encounter God through means of worship and Bible study that will
speak to where we are in our lives. Come for food, relevant talks and discussion groups. the HUB
will still meet on Sunday night from 6.00-8.00pm.

With Refuge moving to Wednesday night, LifeGroups will be finding a new and better home on
Tuesday night. Starting January 5th, LifeGroups will meet from 6.30-7.30pm in the Youth Room.

For more information on Student Ministries, contact Josh Lemons, Director of Student Ministries,
josh@wumc.cc, (513) 661 3139
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By Gordon Hone

November has been a busy mont
We continue to see larger crowds each week. People are fill-
ing the room for our weekly devotions and we continue to see
more new neighbors every week. Shoppers have put a strain
on the clothing in The Closet.
empty. We are in desperate need of clothing for children of all
ages, infants through teen-agers. We are a little light on adult
winter clothing. We would like to put out an appeal for winter
coats for children and adults. Please see that any clothing you
may donate is gently used, free from stains and obvious wear.

On November 12™ we tried our first monthly dinner. It was a
spaghetti dinner enjoyed by 32 people including the volun-
teers. We feel this was a success and will continue to do these Clothing donations needed ba
dinners once a month after the holidagsed oyi INéigmddr dlso tPh ian
has been awarded grant money from The Sophie and Walter
English Charitable Trust to purchase a commercial stove for p
the kitchen. We look forward to having this in place early in YO u Can n Ot d () C
2010. Our fabulous cooks are thrilled at the prospect of having
this new stove. For those who are not familiar with our cooks,
they are gentl emen who came tknn&mggs mt\l\o S(
years ago as fAneighborsodo and h ol ve d |ar
now an integral part of My Neijghborés Place. They see alll o]
as their family and this certainly fulfills the vision that we all

had for My Neighbordés Pl ace. because you n‘
Our Christmas Party is only weeks away on December 12th. .
We hope that everyone has had the opportunity to donate your kn h r'l t
new hats, gloves, mittens and scarves. Also new toys should OW OW SOO I

be dropped off at the office at Westwood United Methodist

Church. If there are any questions regarding donations for the b I

party, please contact Lynda Hone at 922-4206. e to O ata/.e rb

As the current tax year is coming to an end, consider a tax

deductible contribution to My Neighbor 6s PTace. wWhi t he
costs associated with the building we occupy are born by

Westwood United Methodist Church, our programs and oper-

ating expenses are underwritten by donations from individuals,

local churches and organizations. All of the programs such as

our Menb6s Social, mont hly dinner s, Christmas Party and ot he
special activities are paid for from the cash donations we re-

ceive. To donate, please make checks payable to: Westwood

United Methodist Church and designate that it is for THE

CLOSET at MY NEI GHBOR®&S PLACE. For individuals wishing

to make | arger contributions, there is also a MY NEI GHBORG® ¢S
PLACE ENDOWMENT which has been established in hopes

of providing enough income to someday cover the building
costs.




