Responding to
God’s Call
to Make
Disciples of
Jesus Christ

Westwood L e

United Methodist Church

==

3460 Epworth Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 4521
513-661-3139; office@wumec.cc; www.wumc.(

o
o
o

Join us : 1,
Wednesday Nights at . #
Westwood!

WESTWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The Chittes

by

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is senior pastor at
Westwood United Methodist Church

First Invitation to HIS Group
part 2 of “I resign.”

What if there were a group of believers dedicated to forming
new relationships in order to love others
into the wonderful relationship that God offers?

Now what if these folks—men and women, teens and twenties—
met for prayer, strategy and encouragement every week?

What if, from the beginning, they just learned to step out in faith
and not wait any longer for some miracle to take place or new information?

What if weekly there were testimonies about what God was doing?

What if they became a “go to” group and not a “come to” group
because they went where people were?

What if they cared enough to act as pastors and priests where they met these new people?

What if, like the missionaries and martyrs of today, this ‘borderline’ group
lived on the edge of a new life?

What if we were those people?
What if this group had your name in it?
READY?

This is the first invitation. Pray.
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Thoughts from the Lay Leader

By Bob Hyland

While I'm cutting the grass, different
things go through my mind.
(Marilyn hopes that one of those
things is watching for the flowers
she has planted around the outside
of the lawn. Usually it is.) Some-
times | think about things that need
a little “percolating”. | can think
about them, drift away for a while,
then go back to them. Sometimes
it's songs that go through my mind.
The Beatles and Peter, Paul, and
Mary get a lot of air time. Rod
Stewart's “Maggie” helps when |
really need to push the mower.

One Sunday afternoon, probably
because of the surroundings, the
church song “In the Garden” went through my
mind. | came to the end of the refrain, where the
hymn sets out “...the love we share, as we tarry
there, no one else has ever known.” And, |
thought, boy, that’s

egotisticall What do you mean “no
one else has ever known"?! Do
you think the rest of us are
chopped liver?

But, then, my mind drifted away
from that until maybe ten, maybe
twenty, minutes later that thought
popped back to me, and | thought,
it's not egotistical at all. It's how
things are. Because our relation-
ship to God is so personal, my
thinking went, in fact no one else
does know the love that God and
any other person share. You
know, we can't spend all our time
in the garden (and | think God
doesn’t want us to), and it's proba-
bly good if we encounter God at times other
than when the dew is on the roses. | wonder,
though, if we are always as willing as that
songwriter was to acknowledge how personal
our relationship with God can be.
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Our prayers and condolences go out to the friends and
families of Michael Powers who passed away on March 25,
2009. Also remember in love and prayer the family and
friends of John Grier who passed away March 30, 2009.
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My Neighbor's Place

Worship Celebration

.By Gordon Hone

My Neighbor’s Place completes a successful
second year.

In our two short years we have helped over 500
households in the Westwood Cheviot area with
food and clothing but most of all we have pro-
I vided a community where people come together
in fellowship. With the number of people that are coming we are seeing a
great demand for clean, gently used house wares, small kitchen appli-
ances, bed and bath linens, and baby items.

Beginning on Thursday May 14™ My Neighbor's Place will begin doing a
monthly breakfast for our community. We hope to be able to do this on the
second Thursday of each month. Our plans are to vary the menu with
something different each month. We would welcome volunteers to help as
servers and anyone with a passion for cooking would also be welcome.
Breakfast will be served from 9:00 to 10:30AM. We will begin preparation
at 8:00AM. If you can help, feel free to show up and lend a hand.

As with all volunteers at My Neighbor’s Place, no one makes a definite
commitment to be there each week or month. We have operated on faith
that we will have enough volunteers to get the job done and so far God
has blessed us with those volunteers and we are getting the job done. |
know people don't like to make commitments and are therefore reluctant
to volunteer. My Neighbor’s Place is different and we welcome individuals
whenever they can give their time to help. Some of our volunteers find that
this is their passion and don’t miss an opportunity to be there. Others
come when they can and we appreciate their help.

As we transition from winter to summer clothing, we are in need of help
getting the summer clothes out and on the racks. In addition to what gets
done on Tuesdays when The Closet is open for business, there is a need
to sort on Saturdays from 9:30 to 11:30AM. We could use help with this
project and anyone who can help is invited to contact Lynda Hone at
922-4206.

8:30 AM Communion Service
Chapel

9:30 AM Traditional Service

Sanctuary
10:00 AM New Covenant
Chapel
11:00 AM The Journey
Epworth Hall

The Shack

April 19
The Wound and the Lie
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

April 26
The Image of God
Rev. Kathleen Kisner

May 3
The God Who Redeems

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

May 10
The Journey Towards

Forgiveness
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

May 17
Senior Recognition

Josh Lemons

May 24
A Warmed Heart

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

otes from Worship ang Artg Ministry

“He has risen, just as he said.” (from Matthew 28:6)

He is risen! What an excellent day of celebration we had on
Easter Sunday, complimented by the Living Last Supper on
Maundy Thursday and our community Good Friday service.
Thanks to God for these meaningful times for all of us to share in
worship, and thanks as well to the more than seventy partici-
pants from Westwood UMC whose gifts of time and service made these events possible.
Now it's time to look forward, and to share a well-kept secret with everyone we know
(thereby making it a secret no longer): that exciting things are happening at our church,
not just on Christmas and Easter, but every week of the year! Make sure to take advan-
tage of the opportunities that God provides through Westwood UMC every Sunday to ex-
perience His word, His music, and His fellowship, and don’t miss these coming events:

May 17, 2:30 PM: The Sundae Concert, featuring Scenes from Mendelssohn’s Elijah:
Hear singers from five area churches present this classic and uplifting masterwork in our
sanctuary, commemorating the bicentennial of Felix Mendelssohn’s birth, free of charge!
Afterward, come to the gym for an ice cream social.

July 27-31: Kids’ Music Camp 2009: Now is the time to register your young ones, ages
6-12, for a week of Christian music, crafts, and fun! The sessions run from 1-4 PM, and
the kids who participate will present a musical in our church services on August 2. This
event is also free of charge, so be sure to get your kids involved!

There are so many ways to worship at Westwood UMC, and unlimited room for new
participants. Contact me anytime to find out how to get involved.

Making a joyful noise,

Mike Kelly

Director of Worship and Arts
661-3139, ext. 113
mike@wumc.cc

Get Ready to Grow
with this Summer’s Sermon Series

Heroes and Heroines of the Bible

The 7 Churches of Revelation
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Everything we have is a gift from God, so how are we giving back? Let's review our weekly average in giving and
attendance during the month of March 2009 compared to March 2008. Thank you for completing the attendance form
found on the Connection Card of your bulletin each week. That helps provide the numbers we use in this report. This

extra effort is just another small way we can give back. Mark your calendars for VBS 09 "CAMP EDGE"
Stewardship March 2009 March 2008 For the first time WUMC will host déy and evening VBS sessions.
Giving $10,870 $10,883 Day: July 20-24, 2009 9:00-12:00  Evening: July 19-23, 2009 ; 6:30-8:30 pm
8:30 AM Attendance 9 13 We are currently recruiting for the planning team, group leaders, and volunteers.
Please contact

9:30 AM Attendance 261 205 Charlotte Hahn, 513 404 1474, charlottehahn@msn.com or
11:00 AM Attendance 55 94 Susan Bennet, 513 574 4175, susanbennetl@aol.com
9:30 AM Nursery——Kindergarten 29 28
9:30 AM 1st-6th Grade 19 23
9:30 AM Middle School & High School 19 13
9:30 Adult SOS 4 6
11:00 Nursery-Pre School 13 9 o _ May 7’ 2009’ 10:30 am, Sanctuary
11:00 AM Kids Own Worship 18 21 Appllcatlons for Westwood U.M.C. Scholarships are

currently available in the Welcome Center. Students who =
11:00 AM Faith Seekers 6 — are accepted into colleges or technical programs for the Et:g:g)
11:00 AM Merrimates o5 29 2009-2010 school year are encouraged to apply. The (ﬁf(gp . .

' primary scholarship criteria include financial need, \CJ& QB Marcia Gr'_mmer
11:00 AM Wesmates 32 30 scholastic achievement, and ‘}(\O& <& Presenting
evidence of service to our church. %/.7&

Completed applications must be turned into the church

[Bey Seowt Treep S0 Visits US Afr [Feree Museuim office by Friday, May 29, 2009.

The boys along with leaders took a Sunday afternoon after church to visit the Air Force Museum at Wright Patterson Air SclV
Force Base, Dayton, Ohio. According to the guys who took the trek, it's a great way to spend a cold or hot day.—if
you're in a good pair of walking shoes.
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RSVP to Sue Lunsford at 941-2822.

Anger, Thursday, May 21, 10 am, Library
Brandt-Freeman, Thursday, May-21, TBA
Knitting Circle, Monday, May 18, 7 pm, Kisner home

Year End Coleman-Hearn, Tues, May 19, 10 am;Marian Miller's
Appreciation Dinner Montfort-Vath, Tuesday,-May 19, 11:30 am, TBA
May 7, 6:30 pm—38:00 pm Tritschler, Wed, May 20, 7:00’pm, Shawnee Lookout Prk
Bring your favorite dish to share Powers-Wright, Thurs, May 21, 7:00 pm,-Saints Room
and enjoy the food, fun and crafts.
Nate Netzley compares his scout uniform with Together On Our Own
the historic collection of Air Force uniforms Thursday, May 14, 6:00 pm
Daniel Holder studies a We will carpool together for dinner at
historical display ‘ L l ' B 5 6 Buckhead Mountain Grill,
35 Fairfield Ave., Belleview, KY
For more information on Troop 30, he b q | RSVP Arlene Schwerin 662-8037
see leaders Jack Moore or Larry Rouse. T eto ﬁ%g 2(r)emree<';1ag/ttf(())oedave COMING SOON.... or Sally Dessauer 662-6588
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Many of you have heard that, here in the Student Ministry, we will
be having a Summer Intern. | wanted to take a brief moment and
introduce everyone to Anthony Livoti.

He is a Senior out at Indiana Wesleyan University in Marion, Indi-
ana. He is a Double Major in Christian Ministries and Philosophy,

Josh Lemons, with a minor in Christian Theology.
Student Ministry Director

| recently, sent him a little questionnaire in hopes that we could all
get to know him a little better. Here's what came of that:

Favorite Book: The Shack. It's taught me a lot about how to relate to God and to others.
Favorite Film: This is a super tough question, because it often depends on my mood (and |
love film... thanks to Josh). Today, I'd have to go with Dan in Real Life, because it's funny and
slightly romantic. I'm a sap right now. =)

Favorite Food and Why: | LOVE Macaroni and Cheese. It's ben my favorite food since | was a
kid.and | think I like it so much because it reminds me of home (AND IT'S DELICIOUS!).

My first car was: a 1991 Plymouth Grand Voyager... that didn't go in reverse. | had to stick my
feet out the door and push it backwards. We called it the flintstonesmobile or the love bus.
Depended on which friends were in the car.

My Dream Car is: | don't normally dream about cars, and the one i have right now is pretty
sweet. My dream car is one that | don't have to do maintenance on.

Astrological Sign: Gemini.

Weird human talent: | can burp whenever | feel like it. i can also dislocate my thumbs.

If I had a superpower it would be: | could stop, slow down, and reverse time for everyone...
and stopping and slowing down time worked like it does on Clockstoppers: if | initiated it, i
would be the only one moving normal speed. Why? So i could be on time even if | was late...
and if i screwed up, | could fix it. | wouldn't be afraid of making mistakes anymore. | wouldn't
use it all the time... (and No, | haven't about this before ;))

Favorite color and why: Blue. Always has been...

Least favorite color and why: Uh... | am a fan of the whole visible spectrum, but | would have
to say least favorite is green. Just because when | think of gross stuff, it's usually green. or
greenish.

Number of facebook friends right now: 1,935.

One day, you are going to live in a house, what will be your favorite room in that house and
why: The living room. A big room where lots of people can hang out. It's where all the action
happens! | love people... and there's always people in the living room!

My favorite stuffed animal when | was young was: a little light blue cuddly thing called Eskimo.
My dad won it the day | was born in a crane game... back when they had good toys in the
crane game. Come to think of it, what was my dad doing playing a crane game the day | was
born? And maybe that's why | like blue so much...

There ya go, Josh. Gosh, that movie question is not easy...
And there you go ya'll. I hope you now know Anthony a little better.
He will be joining our youth on four trips this summer: Ichthus, our Middle School Mission Trip, our

High School Mission Trip, and our Young Adult Mission Trip. Hopefully you'll have an opportunity
to meet him between all the activities that are going on in the Student Ministry this summer.

For more information on Student Ministries, contact Josh Lemons, Director of Student Ministries
josh@wumc.cc (513) 661 3139

Repert iem Ve Beard ey rusiees

By Joanna Coleman

The Board of Trustees is grateful to the members and friends of Westwood United Methodist Church for you generous
and faithful commitment to the preservation of our beautiful and historic building as well as our three other properties.
During the last few years many important and necessary projects have been completed. Most of those were paid for
from funds from our “Ministry in Motion” campaign.

The Trustees feel it's important for our congregation to be informed of some of the major projects from last year, and the
ones that are planned for completion for 2009. Some projects are necessary because of routine maintenance, however,
many are results of extraordinary things that have happened.

Completed Projects and Their Approximate Cost:
Refinished the gym floor, $4,000
Replaced the steps and railings (Epworth entrance), $23,500
Sealed the surface of parking lot, $6,500
Excavated and repaired steam lines, and sewers, replaced water lines, and replaced concrete (Epworth side),
$76,000
Replaced downspouts on the church and annex — covered by insurance
Refurbished Sharon’s office, $1,500 (Sharon and Josh traded offices)

Projects for 2009 with Approximate Costs:

Repair of stained glass windows in sanctuary:

A. Phase I, $18,000 (covered by insurance)

B. Phase Il, $247,000
Replace and refinish three exterior sanctuary doors, $6,000
Replace the roof at the My Neighbor’s Place, $13,000
Replace flooring in the Wesmates Room, $2,500
Install privacy fence for Epworth parsonage, $6,500
Replace heating system for Epworth parsonage, $13,000
Church garage expansion, $18,000
Painting and repairs of the Urwiler parsonage, $9 to $10,000
Refurbish the former bride’s room, $1,000
New signage around the church, no estimate at this time.

As of March 23, one of our church’s two boilers has failed. They are over 30 years old. If it's determined that they both
have to be replaced, they will cost approx. $88,000 to $90,000! We all understand that the older our buildings become,
the more things have to be updated and maintained. The Trustees always strive to obtain the best bids for the work that
needs to be contracted.

The Westwood Board of Trustees sincerely thanks all of you, members and friends, for your continued generosity, faith-
fulness, and support. We would appreciate your prayers as we make the important decisions necessary in caring for
our buildings.
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Wesley Chapel Mission

Center would like to thank

you for your prayers and

supportt  We have been
honored by the Over-the-Rhine Community Council with a
Star Award for the Non-Profit Organization of the Year!
God has also sent us an awesome volunteer coordinator,
Allison Chandler. We are so thankful for God'’s faithful-
ness!

Prayer Concerns

We have a part time job opportunity for the fall. Linda
Homer, our Children’s Program Coordinator, is retiring this
spring, so we are looking for someone to fill that position.
This is our key person for our K-4 program and the pri-
mary duties are to plan and implement our after school
program. Contact Gail Stewart (574-6085) or Becky
Costello (721-6204) for a complete job description and
qualifications.

We always have Volunteer Ministry Options

--We are looking for people who could help with adminis-
trative tasks to assist the Executive Director. This help is
needed at any time of day, especially mornings. This
would be a great opportunity if you're unable to come
down during the after-school program, or don't feel that
working with children is your gift.

--Extra hands are always needed during the After-School
program, Monday-Thursday, 2:00-5:00. There are a vari-
ety of tasks to be done during the program time. Choose
one that matches your gifts!

prepare shacks, clean up kitchen/work areas
listen to a child read/help with homework
talk or play games with a child

help with art/craft activity

go on a field trip

help with music or dance activity

pray

If you feel called to any of these ministries, please contact
Becky Costello (721-6204), Amy Britten (578-2575), or
me, Gail Stewart (574-6085). If you're interested in car-
pooling, | generally volunteer at the Center on Wednes-
days and would be glad to meet at Westwood’s parking lot
so we could drive down together. As always, keep us in
your prayers!

Everyone is invited!

IHN Annual and Volunteer Recognition
Thursday, April 23, 2009
6:00 — 7:30
Isaac Wise Temple
Hors d’'oeuvres/Wine Reception
Featured speakers:
Retiring IHN Executive Director Robert Moore
And
Incoming Executive Director Georgine Getty
(Formerly Director of the Greater Cincinnati
Coalition for the Homeless)
RSVP Sally Dessauer 662-6588
(we will have carpools)

Recent IHN Hosting at WUMC

March 15-21 our church hosted four delightful homeless
families from IHN. One family found housing, another
gentleman was sick and went into the hospital, but he is
better now and back in IHN. One family gave us a prayer
request:

From Yolanda Dench and family,

| am currently taking my actual GED test and | need the
faith to keep going. Pray that | pass all the GED tests.
Pray for my husband, Robert Dench, for his license in
truck driving. Pray that the Lord Jesus Christ opens the
door so we can get housing, because | believe that when
one door is shut another one will open. Pray for my chil-
dren that the hand of God will continue to stay upon them
and they continue to be spirit filled. | need prayer for my
marriage so we can get along better and be sensitive to
one another’s feelings. Pray that my husband gets saved
and invites Jesus Christ into his heart.

Our next IHN hosting for homeless families will be May
17-23. We really can use your help! If you can, call Sally
Dessauer 662-6588 or Lynn Hampshire 662-3675 for
more information.

VIM Construction Trip to Santa Cruz, Bolivia

A team will be going to Santa Cruz, Bolivia, June 12-22,
2009 to help build part of a high school at the Walter
Henry Education Complex. You do not need to have any
construction skills to participate. We will also be interact-
ing with the school children and their families, to experi-
ence the people and their culture. Susie Henry, former
Methodist missionary to Santa Cruz will be a part of the
VIM team. The cost is approximately $2,090. If you are
interested, please contact Rich Shultze, Christ UMC, Ket-
tering, OH, 937-304-6333 or schultze5@aol.com.

Preschool
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Vicki Welsh,
Nursery School Director
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: Why did God make mothers?

She’s the only one who knows where the scotch
tape is.

: How did God make mothers?

Magic plus super powers and a lot of string.

: What ingredients are mothers made of?

God makes mothers out of clouds and angel
hair and everything nice in the world and one dab
of mean.

: What did mom need to know about dad before

she married him?

A: Does he make at least $800 a year? Did he say

>0 >0 O

>0

NO to drugs and YES to chores?

: Why did your mom marry your dad?
: My grandma says that Mom didn’t have her thinking

cap on.

: Who's the boss at your house?
: Mom doesn’t want to be the boss, but she has to

because Dad’s such a goof ball!

: What would it take to make your mom perfect?

On the inside she’s already perfect. Outside, |
think some kind of plastic surgery.

: What is love?
: Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of

chicken.

Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and
sweaty and still says he’s handsomer than Robert
Redford.

&

A big THANK YOU to all church members who so gen-
erously gave of their time and there ‘stuff’ to our very
successful sale. | also want to thank you for putting up
with the inconvenience our set-up caused the Wednes-
day night cooks. Next year’s sale will be held on Satur-
day, April 10 — after Easter. This year, after expenses
and gifts, we made $100 more than last year.

If you ordered flowers/pots/baskets from our sale you will
be able to pick up your order in Eckel Hall on May 5 and
6 between 9 am and noon. Thanks for your order.

June 23-August 11
9:30-noon
We will offer 2 classes this summer in our Terrific
Tuesday program. The Butterfly class will be held
for 3/4 year olds — limit 14. The Frog class will be
held for 5 year olds ready to attend kindergarten in
August —limit 10. Cost is $120.00.

00+

There are a few openings left for next school year. We
have 2 seats left for the 3 day 3 year old class (Wed,
Thurs, and Fri). We also have several openings in our
Pre-K class. Both classes are $110 per month. Call
661-1166 to get more details.



Children, Family, & Small Groups . MMHNNearts

Rev. Kathleen Kisner, Associate Pastor in
charge of Children & Family Ministries,
Christian Education, & Small Groups

Out of the Ordinary

Sunday School Day

On Sunday, May 3, Sunday school will

be out of the ordinary for all elementary
children. While the teachers are away, the children will play.
During the 9:30 am time, all the elementary children will report
to the gym for games and activities. Please remember to wear
shorts and shoes that allow for running. Children will be picked
up in God’s Backyard at the conclusion of the service. During
The Journey, the children report directly to God’s Back-
yard: Do not go to worship! This group of children will be
having a movie day, complete with popcorn. All pre-school
children will attend classes as usual.

Sunday School Teacher Field Trip

On Sunday, May 3, all Sunday school teachers, helpers and
members of the Children & Family Ministries Team will be
heading to Christ UMC in Kettering, OH for a chance to ob-
serve a variety of Sunday school programs. Everyone will
gather in the church parking lot at 7:30 am to receive maps and
carpool. After lunch, provided by the church, we will return
home by no later than 2:30 pm. Don’t miss out on this opportu-
nity to learn how we might move our Sunday school program
from good to excellent! For more information, contact Pastor
Kathleen.

Reporter Needed

Do you enjoy writing? Do you like to meet new people? Then
your skills are needed! Pastor Kathleen is looking for a writer
to assist with articles for The Chimes. You can cover the Chil-
dren & Family Ministries beat or write for Education & Small
Groups. With your help, there can be additional articles which
give in depth information about groups and people in the
church as well as upcoming events. There is no age require-
ment, so children, youth and adults can all participate in this
ministry. For more information, contact Pastor Kathleen.

Connecting to Your Group On-line

Have you thought
about  questions
you should have
asked when your
group was meet-
ing? Did you run
out of time and had
more things to
share? Do you wish you could stay connected
between meetings? Then you might want to
consider using Facebook or another on-line so-
cial site. Currently, there are 75 members of the
Westwood UMC page of Facebook. By joining
this group (for free), you can get updates on the
happenings of the church and start or join any
discussion. You can even develop your own
page, just for your class or small group. If you
would like to learn more about Facebook, see
Pastor Kathleen or one of our staff to get
started.

Wednesday Nights at Westwood
Wednesday Nights at Westwood will conclude
on May 13". We have enjoyed our time of food,
fellowship and learning. Don’t worry-Wednesday
Nights at Westwood will be back next fall. Have
a good break and return in the fall, refreshed and
ready to be transformed by the love of God!

Club 56

Coming Fall 2009...Club 56, a time
and place just for 5" and 6" graders!
Are you ready for the adventure?

On Your Mark...Get Set...

Sport  Ministry s

coming soon to West-

wood UMC! The Edu-

cation & Small Group

Team is planning to

increase the opportu-

nities to participate in

sports. In the next year, look for softball, golf,
basketball and soccer or volleyball being offered
to adults. If you are interested in participating,
organizing or assisting with this exciting new
ministry, contact Pastor Kathleen

Come, join in the fun at

“The Teddy Bears’ Picnic”
Mother/Daughter Banquet
Thursday, May 14, 2009
WUMC Gym

ealS
teddy Tr
Parade 2 a\’\d Uﬂd?,:e Igute lo m
for 92" ineir favors Y Loy Co/o thers a
who PATL L bear ®Man ¢ ’;d dayg,
aughters ers
Speaker
“All About Bears”
Glen Schulte
Teacher at the Zoo Academy
Member of WUMC

Donations will be received at the banquet to purchase one or more
Spinoza bears for the Westwood-Cheviot Kiwanis Club  to give to children
in crisis situations who need tender loving care.

COST 6:00 Door s open

Ages 12-89, $6.00
4-11, $3.00
Under 4 and
Over 89, Free

Wesley Room

6:30 Dinner
7:05 Program

Tickets available in gym between services beginning 4/26/09
or call Dona McMahon, 574- 3420
or Gail Blankenship, 922-2182.

a video, “The Teddy Bears’
Picnic” will be playing in the
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