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Responding to                                   
God’s Call                           
to Make                                

Disciples of  
Jesus Christ 

 
Adventure Zone or comfort zone? 

We don’t do that here or we haven’t tried that? 
No you can’t or yes you can? 

A church for some or a church for all? 
I don’t have time or I’ll make the time? 

Unlovable or loveable? 
Love God or love me? 

 
It is perspective isn’t it? Or is it? A perspective is gained through         
experience, tradition and many other ways like conversations with others. 
A perspective can be right or it can be wrong or it can be partially right or 
wrong. A perspective can also just be a preferred way of looking at things 

as opposed to changes occurring around us.  
 
Every time as a family we have moved from one city to another we have tried to hold on to 
some perspectives and we have learned new ones.  
Old: we don’t lock our cars or doors; New: lock it! 
Old: Walmart groceries; New: Kroger 
 
It is an adventure zone that we live in here at Westwood. We have many exciting people to 
meet in our city that don’t have a church home and we do! We have the opportunity to be 
“yes” people to those about us. This past week as I was writing a sermon a couple of guys 
dropped in, the problem – no money for battling bedbugs. I took them to get what was 
needed and I drove them to their house where I visited with the family and invited them to 
church. Now what will you do?  
 
In the book UnChristian  which examines what young people outside the church think of 
church goers it was uncovered that we are seen as judgmental (without even knowing the 
person) and hypocritical to what Jesus was all about. For instance, the information was that 
Jesus said to love the sinner, help the Samaritan without question, help someone in need 
especially when you see that you have the means to help. Is this true? Is this possible for a 
church like Westwood? What do you think? 
 
I want to be known as a lover of God first and a lover of those God loves second. I’m in the 
adventure mode, the yes you can mode, the loveable mode, the church for all mode. Where 
are you?  
 
See you in Church! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Lee  
 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church 
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“He handed out gifts…. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ’s body, the 
church, till we are all moving rhythmi-
cally and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.”��������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������	
���
��	�����	

This We Believe:  We believe in our responsibility to the Great Commandment.  “You must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your soul and all your min d.” This is the first and greatest commandment. A s econd is 

equally important, “Love your neighbor as yourself. ..” Matthew 22:37-39  

By Sharon Spaulding 
 
As I write, I hear the voices of children outside the           
window and padding feet above my head.  It’s the week 
of Vacation Bible School and the children are being 
whisked into the world of Camp E.D.G.E. to Experience 
and Discover God Everywhere.  
 
For those of us who are not 
working with the children, it is 
a magical week. For those 
perspiring VBS workers in the 
trenches of Camp EDGE, the 
magic may feel more like 
mud.  But they are there—
hats, t-shirts, whistles, and 
multiple children in tow. God 
bless them. 
 
The VBS teams printed a gazillion door-hangers to   
distribute throughout the neighborhood inviting children 
to VBS. After all, this is a week of grace—of smiles, of 
sunshine, of exuberant joy. And 150 children came. 
Something to celebrate!  But many did not—something 
to consider. Some weren’t here because they weren’t 
invited; others because they thought it wouldn’t matter. 
It is those children I can’t help thinking about—the         
ungraced--the children who asked me how much it cost 
when I invited them to VBS camp; the children who 
watched me suspiciously at first as I walked the halls of 
their apartments, the children whose smiles did not 
come easy.  They do not know yet that there is a God  
 
 

who loves them fanatically; who can grace their          
dingiest corner with hope; who can give them a future 
beyond what they can imagine.  Yet as I walked on 
their turf, I could see signs of a struggle to believe in 
a better life—artificial flowers stuck in the ground by 
the outside door; a bright wreath on a door; colorful 
ribbons tied around a door handle, a lamp placed to 
shine through the window.  These are families           

needing hope; families needing the most          
unnatural thing in this world—unmerited favor. 
 
In his book What’s so Amazing about Grace?, 
Philip Yancey tells the story of Peter Greave 
who contracted leprosy in India. He returned 
to England, half-blind and partially paralyzed, 
to live on a compound run by a group of           
Anglican sisters.  Unable to work, an outcast 
from society, he turned bitter. He thought of 

suicide. He made elaborate plans to escape the  
compound, but always backed out because he had 
nowhere to go. One morning, uncharacteristically, he 
got up very early and strolled the grounds. Hearing a 
buzzing noise, he followed it to the chapel, where 
sisters were praying for the patients whose names 
were written on its walls. Among the names, he found 
his own. Somehow that experience of connection, of 
linking, changed the course of his life. He felt wanted. 
He felt graced.  
 
We learn grace by being graced.  That’s how our 
neighbors will learn it as well. 

Food Pantry 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Jackie & Al Armstrong 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Wilma & Herb Beigel 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Margaret and Bill Heiss 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Marilyn Jackman 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Marlene Beigel 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Bette Linde 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Sally & Jerry Skidmore 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Helen Vath 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Lou and Kay Koenig 
In memory of Marion Wiederecht by Helen Vath 
In memory of Marion Wiederecht by Sally Dessauer 
 

Memorial Fund 
In memory of Marion Wiederecht by Sally & Jerry Skidmore 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Dorothea Sonneborn 
 

Ministers Discretionary Fund 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Jo Curry 
In memory of Lewis Hetz by Jo Curry 
In memory of Carol Peter by Jo Curry 
In memory of Michael Powers by Jo Curry 
In memory of Marion Wiederecht by Anger Circle-UMW 
 

Music Fund 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Julie Molt 
 

Preschool Fund 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Beverly Runkle 
 

Organ Fund 
In memory of Vera Jean Hinkle by Lou and Kay Koenig 
 

Real Property Maintenance 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Diana S. Risse & Bill Teets 
 

United Methodist Women 
In memory of Thelma McGill by Marcia & Ron Grimmer 
 

Wesmates Endowment 
In memory of Bob Bernet by Julie Molt 
 

Youth Mission Fund 
In memory of Geneva Atwood by Marcia & Ron Grimmer 
In memory of Bob Bernet by Jan & Tim Peter 
In honor of the birthday of Jenny Partridge by Susan Bennet 

Our prayers and sympathy go to the friends and family of 
Vera Jean Hinkle who passed away on July 2, 2009. 

A1C Robert Muirheid 
HHC, 1/6th Inf  
8424 West Ruth Ave. 
Peoria, Arizona 85345 

SPC Jeremy Hilton 
CMR 405 Box # 4612 
APO AE 09034-4612 

RCT Crone, JW 
3rd BN, LimaCo, PLT 3068 
P O Box 13005 
MCRD Parris Island, SC 

Congratulations to Ryan and Julie Evans on the birth of 
their daughter, Molly Elizabeth, born July 9, at 11:31 pm. 
Rick and Anne Miller are the proud grandparents. 

Dear Members of Westwood United Methodist Church, 
 

Thank you so much for your generous donation of pop 
tabs and personal items for our guest families. Over 
$15,000 was generated last year from pop tabs alone, 
and there is always a need for the personal hygiene 
products. We are so grateful. 
 

Sincerely, 
The Ronald McDonald House of Greater Cincinnati 

Dear Westwood Church, 
 

On behalf of the board of directors, staff, and community 
of Emanuel Community Center, I would like to thank you 
for the generous contribution of $300.00. Your          
commitment to helping us make a difference in our   
community is sincerely appreciated. It is an exciting time 
for the Emanuel Community Center and the Over the 
Rhine community in Cincinnati, Ohio . …. 
 

Thank you again for your constant support and         
dedication to Emanuel Community Center, The Commu-
nity Connector! 
 

Sincerely 
Kary Cunningham, CEO 
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Join us for fellowship, fun, and food for anyone, any age, who 
lives alone. 

August 6, 6 pm, carpool to Buckhead Mountain Grill ,              
35 Fairfield Ave., Belleview, Ky. RSVP to Arlene Schwerin, 662
-8037 or Sally Dessauer, 662-6588. 
 

ALSO  
Thursday, August 20, 6 pm, join us for a “breakfast” potluck 
in the church parlor. Bring a breakfast item you enjoy and 
would like to share.  Also bring your own drink. 
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8:30 AM Communion Ser-
vice Chapel 

9:30 AM Traditional Service                    
Sanctuary 

10:00 AM New Covenant  
Chapel 

11:00 AM The Journey                
Epworth Hall 
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August 2  
Sticky Notes and                      

Bible Quotes 
Kids’ Music Camp                     

Presentation 
 
 
 

Heroines of the Bible:                
Deborah 

Rev. Kathleen Kisner 
 
 
 

August 16  
Heroines of the Bible:   

Mary and Martha 
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
 
 

August 23  
Heroines of the Bible:            

Lydia                                           
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
 
 

August 30  
The Great Adventure:              

Getting Ready 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I want you to know I love you and it warms my heart to see how you love and care for my church, each 
other and those in need.   
 

I see that many of you follow my greatest commandment-Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
soul, strength and mind. And love your neighbor as yourself.   
 

There is some squabbling among you but in any family that is bound to happen.  But when you speak 
the truth in love and you have my heart those differences don't matter.  When they are settled it just 
furthers the Father's Kingdom.  But it pains me that you do not take care of the very young or the very 
old as well as you should.  They should be the highest priority.  I love them especially well and want 
them to be cared for.   Oh you've got a lot of programs, but so many of you don't step in and love them 
and teach them and care for them and provide for them.   
 

Perhaps there are too many 'programs' in general.  Rather you should do a few things really well than 
do a lot of things, half heartedly.  Some of the other churches in your neighborhood do other 
things.  Perhaps all of my people could team together to provide all the services that are needed.    
Then the Father's Glory would truly shine down on Westwood and everyone would see His Glory         
manifested in you.    Blessings,  Jesus 
 

(My Bride), NOW IS YOUR TIME!  Not tomorrow, not a month from now, or next year.  Not when you 
get a little more organized with your resources, your personal life and your time.  Not when you get a 
little more out of debt, lose some weight or finish your degree.  My people need you.   They need you 
to stop being afraid to be the (church) I created you to be, and to start use the gifts and talents I 
equipped you with.  I created you for a purpose.  If you won't do the work I have prepared for you to 
do...then it will not get done.  I know that you're frightened.  I know that stepping away from the "world" 
can be a scary thing, but know this, you are not alone, fear not, for I am with you.  I will provide for your 
every need and I have already secured your success....if you will dare to believe in me, and trust in 
me.  
 

You, my beloved (bride), were created for such a time as this. 
 

       Stop thinking that just because you are only one (or a few) that you can not make a difference out 
in my Kingdom.  That's Satan talking....stop believing his lies!  He whispers these untruths in your ears 
because He knows how powerful you truly are, especially when you team up with me!  Remember, 
with ME - ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE!   
                  Stop believing that you're not "perfect" enough to be used by me in My Kingdom!  Look at all of 
the ordinary people I have used throughout the ages to achieve extraordinary feats!  I don't require 
perfection, only willing obedience. Afraid that you don't know what it is that you're good at?  It's easy to 
see my gifts...they are what you do well and what you enjoy doing.  Look around...there is a need for 
that ability and talent in my Kingdom...seek it out...use your gifts...blessings will result! 
 

Today, all that I ask is that you start taking the time to think about how you would like the world to        
become a better place.  Close your eyes and allow the image to manifest itself in your mind.  See it 
happening and envision what needs to be done in order to move the world in that direction.  Now stop, 
open your eyes and look again down that path...don't you see me?  I am standing at the finish 
line...waiting for you.  Do not be afraid to step out in faith...down the path toward becoming all that I 
have created you to be, do all that I have equipped you to do, and live the life I have dreamed for you 
to experience...right here, right now.   
 

      THIS IS YOUR TIME...to live...and to love...go...and tell my story...share my love. 
 

Dear, dear Westwood, 

          I know the great things you have done over the last 100+ years since you began.  I know of the 
ministries and buildings and families you have served.  I see the fruits of your labor in the generations 
of families that continue to worship and serve in this location and in the abundant resources that you 
have available for ministry. 
 

But the harvest is not over and your work is not done!  Remember my commandment—Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and soul and mind and strength AND love your neighbor as yourself.    
Jesus says that as we minister to the ‘least of these’, we will be ministering to Him.   
            Do you see Me in everyone you meet?  Do you interact with everyone you meet AS IF they are Me? 
What would happen if you looked at your church schedule and budget and made a 10% adjustment (in 
the current amount—not increased giving) to increase the time and money used to meet human needs.  
What might you need to stop doing with your time and budget if you were to think this way?  Is it a 
question of whether human need will be served instead of the needs of the institution?  Is it a question 
of which people will be ministered to and which will have to do without help? 
 

What will it take?  Are you willing to follow My commandments?  Your best days are ahead of you. 
Don’t forget—I’m always very fond of you!    Love,  Papa                                Continued on page 13. 

By Lezlie Dearnell 

 

Representing you as 
one of the Lay     

p e o p l e  f r o m       

Westwood UMC, I 

attended my first 
West Ohio Annual 

C o n f e r e n c e ,      

Lakeside, Ohio in 

June. Dick Powers 

attended as the other 
lay representative 

from our church.  Elaine Powers, Amy Britton, and Gail 

Stewart, veteran lay members at large, told me how 

wonderful the weather was—perfect for the             

unairconditioned auditorium.   I found the conference 
to be an inspirational and informative experience.   

 

The worship services were very uplifting.  On Monday 

morning and Tuesday afternoon, Junius Dotson, senior 
pastor from Saint Mark UMC in Wichita, Kansas      

inspired and encouraged us, as God’s children, to let 

our faith be stronger than our fear, stay in the Word, 

and define clearly our missions, visions, and plans.  He 

also urged us to be ready to serve, be accountable, 
and commit to God.   

 

On Tuesday morning Sue Nilson Kibbey, Executive 

Pastor at Gingshamsburg Church in Tipp City, Ohio  
shared how to develop servant leaders by getting   

people involved in ministries or small groups using 

their own interests, providing a variety of ministries, 

and being open to new ministries.    

 
On Wednesday morning we heard Mike Slaughter who 

is lead pastor at Ginghamsburg Church.  He shared 

how the church grew from a small church to a large 

church by developing a strong mission strategy of  
Loving God, Loving people, and Serving the world.  He 

was able to build a strong team of leaders making sure 

to include youth and children ministries.                          

Ginghamsburg Church now is a diverse church with 

many small groups and ministries that transform lives 
by reaching church members, community members, 

while  reaching out to the world. 

 
 

Bishop Bruce Ough and his team showed us several     

ministry moments from projects all around the conference 

and the world.   The Hope for Africa Children’s Choir      
preformed several times through out the conference.  There 

were 10,600 school kits collected.  A Celebration of Life 

and Ministry Service was held.  This service included a  

memorial ceremony for pastors who died during the year, a 
ceremony recognizing the retirees, and a ceremony      

commissioning the candidates, Ordination of Deacons, and  

Ordination of Elders.  The 2009 appointments were also 

shared. 

 
During the business portion of the conference we voted 

either for or against 32 proposed Constitutional        

Amendments from the 2008 General Conference.  Most of 

the Amendments (23) were concerning the world wide   

nature of the United Methodist Church.   The other 9 
amendments were on a variety of subjects—from a        

proposed change in language defining the availability of the 

ministry of the church to all persons, ensuring a minimum 

basis of support for the election of bishops at Jurisdictional 
Conferences, and expanding the ability (to associate   

members,  21provisional members, and some local       

pastors) to vote for delegates to General and Jurisdictional 

Conferences.  To ratify a proposed amendment, two-thirds 

of all the world wide annual conference delegates present 
and voting must vote yes.  In addition to the amendments, 

9 recommendations were discussed and adopted by the 

West Ohio Conference delegates.  Some recommendations 

involved health benefits and pensions, the Strength for To-
day…Bright Hope for Tomorrow campaign, and No Casinos 

in Ohio.  If you want further information on the                

Constitutional Amendments or Recommendations, go to 

the West Ohio Conference of the United Methodist Church 

website.   
 

I appreciated the opportunity to be one of Westwood UMC 

representatives at the West Ohio Conference which was an 

enjoyable and educational experience for me. Seeing and 
talking to  many former pastors and members of Westwood 

UMC made the experience feel like home.  

First Hand, First Time 
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Stewardship: Average per week  June 2009 June 2008 

Our Giving $10,831. $11,357. 

8:30 AM Attendance  21 15 

9:30 AM Attendance  304 285 

11:00 AM Attendance  59 115 

9:30 AM Nursery—–Kindergarten 25 26 

9:30 AM 1st-6th Grade 13 14 

9:30 AM Middle School & High School NR 16 NR (not reported) 

9:30 Adult SOS 7 6 

11:00 Nursery-Pre School 14 10 

11:00 AM Kids Own Worship 9 14 

11:00 AM Faith Seekers NR (not reported) NA (not available) 

11:00 AM Merrimates 21 25 

11:00 AM Wesmates 30 31 

Our Presence   

 

In Setting Priorities, Jean Fleming wrote, To sacrifice is a sincere veneer that wears thin in time. I must focus not on the 
branches of my life, but on the trunk and limbs. I do what I do because of Jesus and His claim on my life. That                  
motivating impulse gives significance to the following numbers as we review our weekly average in giving and        
attendance during the month of June 2009 compared to June 2008. And as always, thank you for completing the     
attendance form found on the Connection Card of your bulletin each week.  Your extra effort helps provide the         
attendance numbers we use in this report.  

 

By Bob Hyland 
 
Marilyn and I just took a long weekend in North Carolina.  Because of the T-shirt I was wearing, we met a woman from 
Milford, who had grown up in Mt. Healthy, at the Shoney’s in LaFollette, Tennessee. Because of that same T-shirt, we 
later met Peg Holmes at the Biltmore Estate. Peg lived down the street from WUMC and attended here for four years in 
the early 1980’s.  That weekend my brother Ken, while at The Wilds near Athens, Ohio, met a family who also attend 
WUMC, and an eighth-or-so cousin informed me he had located the family of my great-grandfather’s brother, with 
whom our side of the family had lost touch at least fifty years ago.  
 
 All this got me to thinking about relationships and communication and about how and why we do or don’t communicate.  
Then I started thinking about some of those phone calls to girls back when I was thirteen or fourteen, and maybe even 
older-- the ones where I picked up the phone several times before making the calls.  Those communications were    
difficult; the relationships were difficult.  What if she said “No.”  (That actually happened twice, one of which makes a 
couple of great stories.)   
 
As Christians, we have different reasons for difficulties in establishing communications or establishing relationships with 
other people, or maybe it’s the same set of reasons.  It’s not always as easy as wearing a T-shirt.  Whether it’s the 
same difficulties or different difficulties, when we invite those other persons into our lives—into both our personal lives 
and into our church life—getting past those difficulties has us do what Christ would have us do, and it builds us        
spiritually.  I’m not going to waste time wondering how many of those opportunities I’ve passed up, but I hope I know 
how I’ll feel at the next opportunity.  

David Blazic, son of Anne and Martin Blazic and 
grandson of JoAnn and Paul Ward, graduated 
from Madison Christian School. He was         
salutatorian for his class and was a member of 
the Honor Society. David will be majoring in   
Mechanical Engineering at Purdue University. 
 
Erin Hafer, daughter of Keith and Debbie Hafer 
and granddaughter of Hans and Jean Haber 
graduated from Taylor High School where she 
was a member of the national Honor Society.  
She also received the following awards:  
Cornerstone Award, Community Action Program; 
CHL Scholar Athlete Award; High Honors; Award 
of Merit; Honors Diploma and President's Award. 
In addition, she received the following         
scholarships: Presidential Scholarship, Xavier 
University; Taylor High School PTSA, and Three 
Rivers Educational Association.  She will be  
attending Xavier University to study nursing. 
  
Chad Hafer, son of Craig and Paula Hafer and 
grandson of Hans and Jean Hafer, graduated 
from Eastern Kentucky University on May 9 with 
a B.S. Degree in Athletic Training.  He has            
received a Graduate Fellowship and will be          
returning to EKU to work on his Masters Degree. 
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Interfaith Hospitality Network 
 

On July 5 -11, our church hosted four homeless families from Interfaith 
Hospitality Network. There were sixteen guests, including eleven    
children, six of whom were teenagers. They were really good kids, with 
lots of energy for playing basketball. The family of six (parents were 
Tomeckia and Larry) moved into their own housing on Friday; they 
were so happy! We couldn’t get a prayer request from them, but here 
are prayer requests from the other families: 
 
Pray for me and my family. Thank you, Adriene McGhee. 
 
Pray for me and my son that we will be OK. Rashay & J Shawn Jones 
 
My prayer request unto the Savior is for your church to be very fruitful, 
full of blessings and faithful servants of Jesus Christ. Thank you so 
much for your kindness. Carmen Beasley and family 
 
A great big thanks to all the people that helped IHN make the week 
successful and the families comfortable. We will be hosting several 
homeless families again—September 6-12. Call Sally Dessauer, 662-
6588, if you would like to help. 

The Prayer Ministry Team, in coordination with 
Dr. Lee, is pleased to announce a special    
Saturday morning "prayer retreat" on          
September 26, 2009.  We will be offering a 
choice of programs either in the classroom and 

in the field, as a group or individually. You choose. 
 

We all desire the skills for effective prayer and as a congregation we 
pray on many levels.  The purpose of this special event is for each of 
us to continue growing in prayer, starting where we are.  You choose. 
 

More details will become available in the near future along with your  
opportunity to choose.  Start thinking about where you are in your  
prayer life, what you need to move to the next level, and how you can 
keep prayer fresh and powerful.  Let's make this event special by   
supporting our prayer ministry in uplifting our church and community.  
Prayer is for everyone, all the time.  YOU CHOOSE! 

 

( from page 3) 
 

Dear Westwood UMC, 
I know that you have accomplished much in my name. I have seen you plant seeds and nurture faith in people. I know that 
Christians who bear much fruit for my kingdom have come from among you. Yet, I hold this against you: You do not       
encourage one another in the fullness in which I have blessed you. You do not recognize how your words and actions can 
tear down my Body rather than build it up, as I have empowered you to do. Furthermore, you deceive yourselves with 
pleasant words, thus becoming convinced that you are encouraging each other, when in fact you do the opposite. But I 
have called you to participate in my Body as manifest on earth, and I will be faithful continually to perfect you and keep your 
spirit, soul and body until I come. 
 

A letter to the church at Westwood:   
Well done, good and faithful servants.  I am well pleased with your efforts to establish The Kingdom of God on 
earth.  HOWEVER!  Do not rest on your laurels. Your work has just begun.  The potential harvest is great and the workers 
are few.  I know that you will become weary: I will give you strength.  I know that you will become discouraged: your faith 
will keep you going.  I know that you will feel abandoned: I will be with you, even to the ends of the earth. 
 With an eternity of love, Jesus 
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By Anthony Livoti  

On a scale of one to awesome, the high school missions trip was  

incredible. The journey alone, a twelve hour trip, was enough to make 

it memorable; rocking out to the music seemed to be the travel 

theme. Whether it was Bon Jovi or Disney albums, we had it all.  With 

voices ready, we arrived and began to worship God. See, we had four 

days of a conference that Youth Specialties hosted. The conference, 

called DCLA, was set up extremely well for the students and leaders. 

We had labs in the morning, featuring topics like identity, love, and 

service. The students were grouped with people they did not know, 

and their experiences were all different students about their           

experience next time you see them! The night sessions were all about 

the story of God. They basically laid out the Bible in front of us, in a 

way that was clear and engaging, not to mention interesting. Skits, media, straight up reading, and 

even music helped to tell the greatest story ever told. Learning from people like Francis Chan, 

Shane Claiborne, and the extremely talented Kendall Payne was a treat in and of itself, not to 

mention the beautiful and powerful worship displayed by Starfield. There was one night, my      

favorite night, where worship was not a big showy event, but quiet and contemplative. It was there 

that many students, and adults alike, were overwhelmed by the presence of an ever-pursuing 

God.  

 

Once the conference finished, it was time to do what we had 

been taught. We went to serve in the DC area, committing to 

projects like painting a bus, picking up trash, trimming leaves, 

and serving the homeless. These opportunities were         

excellent for each one of the students and adults, and all of 

us got to grow closer in our relationships to one another and 

to God. One night, after a game, one of our students was 

dared to dress up as Harry Potter when we went to the 

movie. Good times had by all. I believe that not only was the 

trip a success, but most importantly, that God was glorified.  

 

 

For more information on Student Ministries, contact                       
Josh Lemons, Director  of Student Ministries 

josh@wumc.cc, (513) 661 3139 

.By Gordon Hone 
On July 15th My Neighbor’s Place hosted the second 

annual Health Fair sponsored by the Synod of the 

Covenant of the Presbyterian Church. They         

provided health screenings for height, weight, vision, 

audio, blood pressure, skin cancer,                         
asthma-breathing tests, dental care and free health 

education. Thanks to Cinda Gorman and her people 

at Westwood First Presbyterian Church for bringing this health fair to My 

Neighbor’s Place. It was certainly a tremendous service for the people of    
Westwood. 
 

Thanks to all the women who donated their old costume jewelry to “The I Have 

Wings” organization. The response was over-whelming. Between now and 

next Spring volunteers will clean and repair this jewelry, if necessary, in           
preparation for the Spring Bling next April. The Spring Bling is the sale they 

have each year to raise the money that is used to help the breast cancer          

patients. For those who missed the opportunity to donate at this time, you will 

have another opportunity early next year. 
 

It now time for us to begin preparing for the My Neighbor’s Place Christmas 

Party which will be held on December 12th. We will be looking for donations of 

hats, mittens, gloves and scarves for adults and children. Groups and          

individuals are invited to collect these items. Anyone who likes to knit or      

crochet is   encouraged to start working now. We will also collect new toys so 
we have a new toy for every child. Last year we provided for over 75 children. 

#�
������������
�
���

��
���$���%���	�
����

������
����
���
���

��
���$���
�����
�%���

���
$
������
��������

�
�����#�
�&��������

�
�������!�����
���������

��������

�������������

'��������
�����������

��
���

������!�$������

��!�����������������!��

�������!��
�����&������

�����
������	�
������

(�������
$�����������������������

�
�
��
������

�����

$����������
����������������������

��
�
����!�!
�
������

�����������
��
��%�����

&����


��������
���������������

��
���$����

)*�	�
��+,-�./� �



� � � � � � � �
� � � � � � �

����������������� �������������������� ���
 
We have room for ten more four year olds 
for this year.  We have had a run on the two 

year old slots.  In conversation with several 

other ½ day preschools, they, too, have a 

decline in 4’s and have had many calls about 

2’s.  Call 661-1166 for more information.  Six 
children will be on scholarship this year.   
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At the time of this writing I have completed 32 
home visits.  My goal is to visit every child            
enrolled for the 2009-2010 school year by the 
first week of August.  I have been having great 
fun going from house to house watching how 
the children handle having me on their “turf”.  
They have been wonderfully animated and 

friendly  instead of shy and tentative as they often are during our 
health checks in the morning.  Each teacher has given me an item to 
take to every child that they must “tend” for the summer and bring on 
the first day of school.  You can see them straighten up big and tall 
at this new responsibility.  Then I have Mom and child decide where 
a good place might be for its safe keeping. 
 
 This is all in an effort to use this year to con-
centrate on the whole family not just the child 
who attends one of our classes.  The visit  
provides an opportunity for me to deliver the 
very important mound of paper that goes with 
the start of each new year.  I can answer any 
questions and prompt conversation on a vari-
ety of topics that the  parent might need to 
have clarified.  The visits are short, relaxed 
and non-threatening.  I have rarely stayed 
longer than 30 minutes. With families who know the drill, I can finish 
in under 20 minutes.   
 
Some similarities have been noted in my travels: 
1. Many families express a degree of economic fearfulness. 
2. Many have enjoyed “staycations” this year. 
3. Most have devoted one room in their house to a mound of toys! 
4. Many will have a grandparent help with their child care. 
5. There are many new siblings born this summer. 
6. All love the idea of our new “Stork Lot”.(See below) 
7. Most use email. 
8. Everyone has been friendly. 

Vicki Welsh,  
Preschool               
Director 

One Perspective from Amy Britton 

As Christians, we should     
always be prepared to defend 
the hope within us (I Peter 
3:15). It’s too easy for us to 
assume we must therefore take 
a defensive position around 
outsiders, as if we were being 
attacked by them. Usually, 
however, when outsiders come 
in contact with us, they have no 
intention of offending us and 
are driven away when we    

respond defensively. As this scenario replays itself with 
young people both in- and outside the church, I perceive 
an ever-widening gap between generations concerning 
the hows and whys of communication, and how this gap 
adversely affects the church’s ability to communicate 
with young people in America. 

Let’s start with the hows. American young people tend to 
be extremely blunt, cynical, skeptical, and sarcastic, and 
these mannerisms affects how we communicate.        
Relationships with peers recognize and sometimes even 
expect these characteristics. A problem occurs, however, 
when young people try to initiate discussions with       
established Christians. These Christians tend to perceive 
young people’s bluntness as unreasoned passion and, 
therefore, they don’t want to engage in discussion with 
them. This in turn drives young people away from the 
church because they perceive that Christians do not 
value their ideas, and, by extension, do not value the 
human beings behind those ideas. Young Christians who 
remain in the church through young adulthood tend to be 
those who easily adapt their style of communication to 
be acceptable to older Christians. In order to more     
effectively show young people that they are valued (and 
not just for what they can bring to the church), Christians 
must be willing to adapt their style of communication for 
the sake of young adults who yearn to be connected with 
the church. 

 

Lee’s Book Discussion Group— 
Provokes thought and  

           multiple perspectives 

Now for the whys. My perception of adults older than about 
forty is that they typically understand the purpose of          
persuasive argument to be to persuade someone to agree 
with the perspective presented. By contrast, many young 
adults understand the purpose of persuasion to be to        
persuade someone to understand the perspective presented 
(agreement may also result, but it is not the primary purpose). 
This core gap in why we communicate leads to other        
misunderstandings, for instance, what it means to be a     
unified Body of Christ. Older Christians tend to believe that to 
be unified, we must agree. Younger Christians tend to believe 
that to be unified, we must seek mutual understanding. 

I think that recognizing these and other differences in how 
various generations and the people therein tend to approach 
life and letting this influence how we interact is largely what 
Paul was after in Romans 14. Throughout this chapter, Paul 
emphasizes that differences in opinions or belief does not 
give us the authority to pass judgment on others. Instead, 
when we have varying understandings of the practice of our 
faith, each should fully be convinced in his own mind of what 
he believes without feeling compelled to change the         
conviction of another. This is a revolutionary idea that no  
human being, regardless of age or belief, completely       
practices. It is too easy for us (usually unintentionally) to let 
our differences cause others to stumble. But, when we were 
enemies of God, Christ died so that we may live. Therefore, 
we should live in such a way that those who are still inimical 
towards God (and also those whom we perceive to be so) are 
not drawn away from God. 

Communication is key to how we either build up or break 
down the Body of Christ known as the Church. We should be 
aware that communication occurs not only through words, but 
also through everything we do. If what we do or say injures 
another, then we no longer walk in love, and are thus not  
prepared to usher in the kingdom of righteousness, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore pursue what makes 
for peace and for mutual edification, and be wary that we do 
not inadvertently destroy the work of God. For, as we seek to 
recognize how the Holy Spirit is communicating with others, 
we open our own hearts to God. 

 

Dr. Lee’s summer book discussion group got off to a great start with 14 people attending— all 
who had their own take on UnChristian , a book about how young Americans tend to perceive 
the church and how this perception impacts how the church performs its mission.  In the         
following article, Amy Britton gives her view on an issue that surfaced during the discussion: an 
ever-widening gap between generations concerning the hows and whys of communication, and 
how this gap diminishes the church’s ability to communicate with young people in America. 
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Our new “Stork Lot” will go into effect this 
school year.   Custodians will not close the  
upper parking lot gates until after our children 
arrive.  That upper section will be reserved for 
drivers who are carrying infant siblings on 

board.  Parents will work out a system to watch each other’s cars with 
the sleeping babies, while another parent (or grand) runs the older kids 
into the school.  We will have a banner that will hang on the fence   
reserving that section of the lot for “Stork” vehicles only.  We hope this 
helps families with the drop-off and pick-up process.   

 Some new items to look for from the      

Preschool Market Place are Panera Peel-

ers .  Like our La Rosa’s peelers, they are 
good at any location.  A children’s toy and 

clothing sale  will be held closer to the   
holidays.  A Book Fair will be held in      

February. 
We will have La Rosa’s peelers available in 

August.   Sally Foster products will be on 

sale in the fall, with a cookie dough sale 

sheet and a magazine sale sheet included.  
The use of your Kroger card is always    
encouraged.  We still will collect ink        

cartridges and cell phones for recycling.  

Our Rummage sale will be in April and 

Flower sale in time for Mother’s Day. 
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Even though the children return to school in 
the middle of August, the summer Sunday 
school schedule will continue through August 
30.  On August 30, the elementary children 
should come prepared to play games at both 
services (shorts and t-shirts would be great!)  
Lastly, promotion Sunday will be September 
6.  At that time, children will move to their 
new classrooms based on their current 
grade.   Don’t miss out on the fun!  Be a part 

Wednesday Nights at Westwood  
are Returning! 

 
Wednesday Nights at Westwood will       

resume on September 9th.  There will be a 
family friendly meal served at 5:45 pm.  

Choir practice and studies will follow at 6:30 

pm.  A more complete class listing will be in 

the next Chimes.  If you have any other 
questions, please contact Pastor Kathleen. 
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Yes, fifth and sixth grade students are different.  
They are not quite children, not quite teenagers.  

Therefore, they deserve a ministry of their own, a ministry that’s 
more than just Sunday School.  Starting this fall, Club 56 will be 
meeting twice a month.  On the evening of the first Sunday of the 
month, fifth and sixth graders will gather to learn more about God 
in an exciting, hands-on activity.  On the morning of the third     
Saturday of the month, students will gather to make a difference in 
the world through serving others.  Also, Club 56 will sponsor            
quarterly activities purely for fun (think swim party, laser tag, etc.).  
The Clubhouse will be revealed during the 9:30 worship on       
Sunday, September 6.  Come and see the transformed Wesley 
room, become a part of Club 56, and bring a friend to join in the 

“With a father who made his living as a cabinet maker, 

it was hard not  to get attached to the aroma and touch 

of fine, well crafted  wood. I’ve has  been playing with 
wood all my life,” chuckled Rev. Walter Crosby . I    

especially love to work with walnut and cherry, but I 

also enjoy reclaiming wood.  Reclaiming lives for Christ 

or transforming cast-off wood into beautiful objects,  
Rev. Crosby sees it all as ministry. After all, he noted, 

God is the Great Creator and Jesus was the            

Remarkable  Carpenter.  

 

In his 9th year as resident chaplain at Judson Village 
Retirement Community., Rev. Crosby has been a           

pastor since 1951. He and his wife Bonnie have been a 

team for 59 years, and it’s clear that she has the soul of 

an artist as well.    

T o g e t h e r  t h e i r       
ministry involved five 

different building   

projects in his various 

appointments.  In all 
but one of these, he 

played a major role in 

the  architectural  de-

sign, planning, blue-

print development, 
and construct ion          

supervision. 

 

Preparation for this side of his ministry started early. 
While a young pastor of a small church, he was       

approached by a local school administrator to teach 

industrial arts to 180 8th grade boys. With no formal 

training in industrial arts, Walter was reluctant to take 

on this ambitious task.  But  the church board’s        
encouragement and the administrator’s persistence 

nudged him into adding on the role of teacher in the 

school as well as preacher in the church. The talent he 

demonstrated in his Eckel Hall exhibit is the talent that 
won him his first teaching job.  The administrator “saw 

his work, knew he could work well with people, and 

concluded “We think you can do it.’ And so did. 

 
 

The Walter Crosby exhibit has been set-up in Eckel 

Hall for a month. This is the first time in my life that 

I have had a one man show.  It was a new         
opportunity for me I loved it, Walter concluded. 

 

For more information on the work of Rev. Crosby, 

call 441-5901 

New MOPS Group Starting 
 

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) is a Christian 
based group which gathers together mothers with 
children ages 0 to 5 years old.  Moms spend time 
discussing relevant topics about their stage of life 
while enjoying the company and support of other 
mothers.  Mothers in our MOPS group have     
become more active in church because of the 
positive impact of the group and the children love 
to attend their own program, MOPPETS. 
 

There are two opportunities to participate in 
MOPS (childcare provided at both meetings).  The 
evening MOPS group meets on the second  
Thursday of the month, from 6:30-8:30 pm, in the 
Parlor.  The first meeting will be September 10, 
2009.  For more information, contact Lori Coleman 
at 289-6800. 
 

The second group will begin meeting here starting 
September 9, 2009.  The daytime MOPS group 
will meet every second Wednesday of the month 
from 9:30 to 11:15 am, in Epworth Hall.  Contact 
Anne Michels at 481-3829, for more information. 
 

MOPS is for all mothers of preschoolers.  Be sure 
to check out one of the groups or invite a friend to 
participate in this wonderful ministry. 

Shh…Don’t Tell…                                                  
(The Cooks are Up to Something) 

 
Yes, the cooks are up to something!  They are 
having a wonderful time preparing meals for 
others in the wonderful Westwood United   
Methodist Church kitchen.  If you like to cook, 
serve others and have a good time, then your 
help is needed!  Crews are forming now to 
serve dinner for Wednesday Nights at       
Westwood.  If you want to join in the fun, please 
contact Pam Christman (941-6038) or Pastor 
Kathleen.  But, please don’t tell anyone what 
you are up to because the cooks think they 
have the best ministry in the church!  Shh  

Rev. Kathleen Kisner,  
Associate Pastor in  

charge of Children &  
Family Ministries,                                               

Christian Education, & 
Small Groups                                                             

������������� ���
Our Vacation Bible School this year was a great success. For the 
first time, we ran a day and an evening program. Many volunteers 
made a commitment to provide leadership during VBS.  It would 
not be possible without them. To all of them we say thank you for 
sharing your time, talents and service. 
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