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Responding to                                   

Godôs Call                           

to Make                                

Disciples of  

Jesus Christ 

 

Westwood United Methodist Church sits on the corner of Epworth and 

Urwiler streets in Cincinnati, Ohio. Or does it? Maybe this church  pro-

claims the message of forgiveness and salvation through Jesus Christ 

through individuals at work, at My Neighborôs Place, on mission trips, 

or through support of missionaries in Russia. Maybe it is done when 

people invite their neighbors to their front porch or out for coffee or just 

to hang out.  

 

Perhaps this church is seen on the road to Dulac, La, or Edisto Island 

or Washington DC or perhaps at the Wesley Center or Wesley Foundation on the UC 

campus. Maybe that is where you see WUMC? Maybe you see the church in the 

schools as volunteers, the community as leaders and in clubs reminding people of the 

essentials of truth ï that there is an eternity for everyone.  

 

Perhaps we see Westwood United Methodist Church in  ways other than on the corner 

at Epworth and Urwiler. I think so because the church everyday is spread out through-

out the city. We are a people who GO and invite people to COME.  

 

Today our leadership seeks to develop a God honoring strategy around vision,         

congregational care, urban missions and transitions. How so? By practicing radical 

hospitality to strangers, intentional faith development through our worship, study and 

missions, providing and encouraging risk taking mission to our community, nation and 

world, acting as a people of passionate daily worship of our loving Father as well as to 

be faithful stewards of an experience of Godôs generous giving to us. How you and I 

live this out in our lives may look differently but it will highlight the cross of Jesus.  

 

We are heading into a season of Thanksgiving and celebration as we all have the       

opportunity to be ALL ABOARD in mission through our ALL ABOARD stewardship    

emphasis this November. Each of us can choose from several opportunities of ministry 

how to serve God and the Kingdom in 2010. Also we celebrate the Advent of Jesus and 

the mission of God. I look forward to a great time being the church! I know you do too. 

 

See next page for All Aboard timeline. 

 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church 
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Responding to Godõs Call  

to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ 

 

Pastorééééééééééé...Lee Strawhun 

Associate Pastoréééééé Kathleen Kisner 

Visitation Pastoréééééé.David Schneider 

Executive Administrator éé.Sharon Spaulding 

Director of Student MinistriesééJosh Lemons 

Minister of Worship & Arts éééMichael Kelly 

OrganistéééééééééééScott Kimmell 

Preschool Directorééééééé..Vicki Welsh 

Administrative AssistantéééLonette Bechard 

Financial Administratoréééé .. Dick Powers 

Building SuperintendentéééDuncan Cordrey 

Food Serviceéééééééé.Pam Christman 
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Join us  

for                       

Worship 
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ñHe handed out giftsé. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christôs body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
Godôs Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.ò                                      

                                   Ephesians 4:11-13 (Msg) 

This We Believe:  We believe in our responsibility to the Great Commandment.  ñYou must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind.ò This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is 

equally important, ñLove your neighbor as yourself...ò Matthew 22:37-39 

Sunday, Oct. 25 and Sunday, Nov.1, each family picks up an 
All Aboard Packet in the church gymnasium. 
 
First week of November, remaining All Aboard packets are 
mailed. 
 
Family members fill out forms and commitment cards 
 
On Commitment Sunday,  November 22, families return      
All Aboard commitment at the  worship services. 
 
Families contacted by leadership in December to invite to 
trainings and team meetings.  
 
January 2010, everyone Aboard begins service in ministries 
they selected. .  
 
Questions: call the office at 661-3139 

Food Pantry  

In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by Mr. & Mrs. Alan Wrassmann 

In memory of Vera Jean Hinkle by Holly Hobbie 
 

 

Ministers Discretionary Fund  

In memory of Esther Elder by Robert & June Brandy 
 
 

Wesmates Endowment  
In honor of Bobby Bordering by Ruth Outcalt 
In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by Sarah & Harvey Freeman      
    & Family 
In memory of Esther & Cy Elder by Jean & Hans Hafer 
In memory of Esther & Cy Elder by Ruth Keeton 
In memory of Esther & Cy Elder by Margaret & Bill Heiss 
In memory of Charlie Jackson by Cliff & Dona McMahon 
 

Our prayers and sympathy go to Gordon Hone and     

family on the passing of his mother, Mildred Hone on Oct. 

14th.  

A1C Robert Muirheid 
HHC, 1/6th Inf  
8424 West Ruth Ave. 
Peoria, Arizona 85345 

SPC Jeremy Hilton 
CMR 405 Box # 4612 
APO AE 09034-4612 

RCT Crone, JW 
3

rd
 BN, LimaCo, PLT 3068 

P O Box 13005 
MCRD Parris Island, SC 

Congratulations to Tracy & Craig Lattarulo on the birth of 
their daughter, Carly Elizabeth, on Oct. 9th. Her big 
brother is Ryan and her proud grandmother is Chris Heitz. 
Congratulations also goes to Laura & Joe Schutte on the 
birth of their daughter Lucille, born Oct. 6th. Anne & Rick 
Miller are the proud grandparents. 

Dear Pastor Lee & Westwood UMC, 
 
Thank you for your gift of love and generosity. May 
the Lord continue to use you and your efforts in serv-
ing Him. I was blessed to be with you last weekend 
and thank God for the opportunity to worship with 
you. Till our paths cross again, may we remember 
each other before the Throne of Grace. 
 
Stanley John 
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Messages of 

Hope at Westwood 

United Methodist 

Church 
 
 

8:30 AM Communion             
Service, Chapel  

9:30 AM Traditional Service                    
Sanctuary  

10:00 AM New Covenant  
Chapel  

11:00 AM The Journey                
Epworth Hall  

  
 

November 
Five Practices of 

Fruitful  

Congregations 
 

 
 

November 1  
Radical Hospitality  
Dr. Lee Strawhun  

 
 
 

November 8  
Passionate Worship  

Dr. Lee Strawhun  
 
 
 

November 15  
Intentional Faith  

Development  
Rev. Kathleen Kisner  

 
 
 

November 22  
Risk taking Mission             

and Service  
Dr. Lee Strawhun  

 
 
 

November 29  
Extravagant Generosity  

Dr. Lee Strawhun  
 
 

ñé let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.ò (from He-

brews 12:1) 

 

 We are in the midst of a season that is absolutely full of ministry events 

at Westwood UMCðjust check out the schedule for 

Worship and Arts:  The Chancel Choir helped to 

lead worship at Twin Towers for World Communion 

Sunday on October 4, Godspeed (our praise band) 

put on a community concert at My Neighborôs Place on Oct. 17, all of the 

Worship and Arts ministry teams will be represented in our ministry fair on 

November 8, members of Godspeed will be providing music for our 

Charge Conference on November 16, our church will be hosting pastors 

and choral singers from several other churches for this yearôs Community 

Thanksgiving Service on November 22, our annual Carol and Candlelight service will take place 

on December 6, and then come our three Christmas Eve servicesðand thatôs not even count-

ing the Word and music that we share every Sunday morning! 
 

  To put it simply, this fall turned out to be busier than expected.  In a time like this, itôs easy to 

fall prey to the temptation to focus negatively on the many details and tasks that demand our 

attention, but I believe that God calls us to seeðand get excited byðall of the opportunities He 

gives us to share His love with so many people and in so many ways.  In this spirit, I hope that 

youôll be able to join us for these opportunities, and that youôll have a great time doing so. 
 

Making a joyful noise, 

Mike Kelly, Director of Worship and Arts 

661-3139, mike@wumc.cc  

By Joe Erpenbeck 
 The Hamilton County Board of MR/DD began imple-
menting a project focusing on Asset Based Commu-
nity Development (ABCD) in January. It is primarily 
based on four principles: 
 

1. Everyone has gifts 

2. Gifts are valued in the community 

3. People get together to do things for which they           

 are not paid. There are many hospitable (friendly/
caring) places in the community. 
 
     At the center of all this are citizens.  This is not 
about disabilities, programs, needs or labels. It is 
about people living in communities.  In our community 
each person has  gifts. Gifts are anything the person 
likes to do, is good at, or simply enjoys. It may be a passion for something such as helping others, hanging out at coffee 
shops, taking care of cats, the Cincinnati Reds or knitting.  These gifts are usually found as people begin to get to know 
other citizens and develop relationships.   

Gifts are valued in the community and everyone can give of his or her gifts if given the opportunity.  It is usually a signif i-
cant moment when someone gets to give his or her gifts to others. They are valued and become connected with others. 
When this connection happens among citizens, people build power and can become more productive together. People 
are then able to spend time with others with similar interests. You can find out much more about Asset Based Community 
Development in When People Care Enough to Act by Mike Green (published by Inclusion Press) and in the work of and 
writings of John McKnight at The ABCD Institute.  
 
It is the aim of the project that people with disabilities will be able to give their gifts and participate as citizens in their com-
munity. In turn they may become less reliant on service systems as they connect with other citizens. There is a group of 4 
staff, community facilitators, see photo below, that are part of this initiative. For more information or to receive our news-
letter, call Joe Erpenbeck at 513-910-1259. 

 

November 8-14 our church will be hosting homeless families for the last time in 2009 

(the 2010 hosting schedule will be in the Chimes in November). This is a very reward-

ing mission of our church: we really help families who are going through a traumatic 

time of their lives with love and caring, which is for us satisfying and uplifting. There 

are many jobs that need to be done; maybe you would like to help! Please call one of 

the following 

 

Coordinators to see how you can be of assistance: 

Meal Coordinator: Elisabeth Anger 481-4280 

Food Donation Coordinator: Jane Hissett 661-0155 

Evening Host Coordinator: June Alexander 853-2354By Joe Erpenbecb 

Overnight Host Coordinator: Maxine Elliott-Nason 984-1022 

Set-Up Coordinator (12:00 Nov. 8): Mary Dean Schaumloffel: 481-0037 

Take-Down Coordinator (7:00A.M. Nov. 15): Roger Lindle 922-5882 

Care of Toys & Linens Coordinator: Pat McMullen 574-9674 

Laundry Coordinator: Marni Warren 481-1951 

Coordinators of all (if you have any questions or want to know how you can fit in) call Sally Dessauer, 662-6588, or 

Lynn Hampshire, 662-3675. 

mailto:mike@wumc.cc
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Stewardship: Average per week  September 2009  September 2008  

Our Giving  $13,539.25 $14,525.47 

Our Presence    

8:30 AM Attendance    

9:30 AM Attendance    

11:00 AM Attendance    

9:30 AM NurseryðïKindergarten  29 

9:30 AM 1st-6th Grade   

9:30 AM Middle School & High School   

9:30 Adult SOS   

11:00 Nursery-Pre School   

11:00 AM Kids Own Worship   

11:00 AM Faith Seekers   

11:00 AM Merrimates   

11:00 AM Wesmates   

 
Martin Luther wrote, I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all. But whatever I have placed in 

Godôs hands, that I still possess. He reminds us of the meaning of stewardship. How much we put in Godôs hands last 

month is suggested in the following report of our weekly average in giving and attendance during the month of           

September  2009 compared to September 2008. As always, thank you for completing the attendance form found on the 

Connection Card of your bulletin each week.  Your extra effort helps provide the  attendance numbers we use in this 

 

1 

 

Powers/WrightïNovember 12
th
ïSaints Roomï7pm 

 
Brandt/Freeman ï November 17

th
 ï V. Markerôs-        

   9:30 am 
 
Anger ï November 17

th
 ï Church Library ï 10 am 

 
Coleman ï November 17

th
 ï J. Hearnôs ï 9:30 am 

 
Tritschler ï November 18

th
-Parlor-10:30am 

 
 

 
 

Monfort/Vath ï November 20
th
 ï Parlor ï 9:30 am 

 
 

Knitting ï November 23rd ï Rev. Kisner ï 7pm 

Together On our Own  
 

A social group for anyone of any age who lives alone 
 

Thursday November 5th, 6:00 pm : Join us for  
dinner at Queen Mary Family Restaurant, 4050 
North Bend Rd., across from Harbest Home Park & 
Homelawn Ave.  RSVP Arlene Schwerin 662-8027 
or Sally Dessauer 662-6588. 
 

Thursday, November 19th, 6:00 pm : We will be 
meeting in the church parlor for a ñsoupò potluck. 
Bring a soup or something to go with soup to share, 
and bring your own drink. 

Turn more Brokenness into Blessings this 
Year 

 
November 11 :  Deadline. Return filled boxes in area where 

you worship for dedication 

Room for supportive                 
Community 

Otterbein Retirement Center 
will present an overview of 

the programs and   
facilities of that  Community.   

RSVP to Sue Lunsford  

at 941-2822 & remember the food 

pantry items 

Nov 5, 2009, 10:30 am, Sanctuary  

UMW Unit Meeting  

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/images/occ_art/SmilingBox.tif
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By Josh Lemons 
 
 This past week I had the opportunity to travel to Atlanta, Georgia to hear some of the foremost 
thinkers in Christian thought and leadership. Catalyst conference happens every year at the   
Gwinnett arena in Atlanta with over 13,000 leaders from across the nation. 
 
It was quite the experience. 
 
A while back I had called Anthony (our past summer intern) up and asked if he wanted to come 
along. So we departed from beloved Cincinnati at 2.30 am on Wednesday morning. Seven and a 
half hours later we were in the heart of Georgia hearing from incredible church thinkers like: Alan 
Hirsch on the future of the Church, Shane Hipps on communication, marketing and how it impacts 
our spirituality, Ed Stetzer on church planting, and many more. 
 
But that was just the first day. 
 
Incredibly enough, it just got better. Day two consisted of Andy Stanley, Malcolm Gladwell, Tony 
Dungy, Reggie Joiner, Jessica Jackley, Rob Bell, Dave Ramsey, Francis Chan, and many more. 
 
Over and over again we were encouraged by these incredible leaders 

 to run the race that God had put before us. 

To be good stewards of our lives and situations that are entrusted to us. 

To give Him the glory and the honor in our work and not build ourselves up. 
 
 
It was a great time in which I was challenged to grow and think differently. My prayer for us as a 
congregation is that we too would be challenged to grow and think differently. That we would 
honor God and not ourselves. And that we would be good stewards for His kingdom. 

 

For more information on Student Ministries, contact Josh Lemons, Director  of Student Ministries, 

josh@wumc.cc, (513) 661 3139 

.By Gordon Hone 

In October My Neighborôs Place has seen a dramatic 

increase in participation The average weekly                

attendance has increased from 35-40 families to 50- 60 

families with an all time record of 63 on October 13
th
. 

We have been seeing double digit new signups for the 

last several weeks.  

In an attempt to encourage people to come for the devotions, Lynda started a            

raffle of new or like new small appliances and linens. The neighbors get their raffle 

tickets before the devotion and the drawing is held just before the devotion starts. 

We are seeing an almost standing room only crowd. With increased participation 

there is a need to keep the donations of gently used clothing and bath and bed 

linens coming in. 

We thank the Westwood First Presbyterian Church for donating much of the left 

over clothing and miscellaneous items from the rummage sale they held on        

October 3
rd

. A big thank you to their youth group for boxing up the clothes and 

other items and getting them to My Neighbors Place.  They also carried everything 

upstairs to spare us old folks from having to do it. These great young people have 

volunteered to come back and help us in the future.  

 

On November 12th we plan to replace our monthly breakfast with a monthly dinner 

for the neighborôs. We feel that we will be able to serve more people with a dinner 

than we did with breakfast. Other churches in the area are serving approximately 

50 people each month at their dinners, and we hope we can be as successful. At 

My Neighborôs Place we are constantly adjusting our programs to try and meet the 

needs of the community. Our first dinner, Nov. 12,  will be a Spaghetti Dinner and 

our ñgourmet chefsò will be preparing the meal. We will be serving from 5:30 to 

6:30PM. 

 

A REMINDER that The MNP Christmas Party to be held on December 12
th
 is fast 

approaching. We are seeking donations of new toys to be able to give a new toy to 

every child in the families that attend. We are also seeking new hats, gloves, mit-

tens and scarves (adults and children). Last year we prepared 372 sets consisting 

of two items each and everyone went home with a set. 

 

I laugh, I love, I 

hope, I try, I hurt, 

I need, I fear,       

I cry. And I know 

you do the same 

things too,               

So we're really not 

that different,           

me and you.ò           
 

Collin Raye 
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Several months ago, the Board of Trustees informed the 

members and friends of Westwood Church about their 

many projects. Once again, we will try to bring you up to 

date with completed projects as well as some still in pro-

gress. We also have several projects in the planning 

stages. 

 

We understand the concern with the condition of our 

beautiful stained glass windows in the sanctuary. The 

areas around the glass were found to be in much worse 

condition than originally thought. There are many breaks 

in the lead surrounding the glass, and the wood areas 

are decaying. The work is tedious and time-consuming 

even for a restoration artist. Depending on our fall 

weather, the Board of Trustees anticipates completion of 

this project before the end of the year.  The work being 

done now has been covered by insurance. $18,000. 

 

In April, it was determined that our 30 year old boilers 

had to be replaced and that huge job was completed on 

September 1. The cost was $94,583, and most of that 

amount was anticipated. 

 

The first week of September also saw the refurbishing of 

the Wesley Room at the approximate cost of $1400. This 

room is used by many groups, but Club 56 will call this 

room theirs! 

 

As director of a preschool I have felt that is was important to keep myself well informed about both 
the seasonal and H1N1 flu viruses.  When the Cincinnati Board of Health offered a training with 
Public Health Professionals I felt it was my duty to attend.  Because of the importance of the infor-
mation, I asked one of our parents to attend with me  --  between the two of us I felt that we would 
come back with all the important information.  Below is a summary of the information received.  If 
you have any questions feel free to call me at 661-1166. 
 

Notes from the Influenza Training  
Cincinnati Health Departmentôs Communicable Disease Unit 

Presented by Karen Evans, RN--Public Health 
Vicki Welsh and Lynn Rullman attending -- 9/17/2009 

 
..First of all Karen wants all our families to use common sense and not panic.  She says the latest stats predict that 
40% of the work force will get some form of seasonal flu a/o H1N1.  Vaccinations, hand washing, and quarantine 
those with symptoms are our best defenses.  
She believes that all of the flu vaccines are safe and efficacious. 

 

Symptoms  
Symptoms are the same for H1N1 as for seasonal flu.  They include:  

Fever (100+)     cough 
Fatigue      running/stuffy nose 
Aches (body or head)    chills 
Sore throat     vomiting 
Irritability or change of mood   change of color 
Difficulty breathing 

Treat any of these symptoms as you would any other virus:  

1. Isolate from others 

2. Stay home unless symptoms worsen and you need to see a doctor 

3. Push fluids 

4. Treat fever with Tylenol or ibuprofen ï NO ASPIRIN EVER!!  

Keep home until the patient has been fever free, without medication, for 24 hours.  
(She suggests a morning temp, evening temp, morning tempðif all three are 99 or lower  return to school) 
Karen emphasized that MOST people who will get H1N1 will weather it as they do any seasonal flu.  Doctors and              
hospitals do NOT want to see you unless one of two things happens during the course of the illness: The flu symptoms 
increase in intensity.  The flu should run its natural course of 1-2 weeks.  But during this time you should see a steady 
improvement.  If you donôt see this improvement, see a doctor immediatelyé If the symptoms subside or even seem to 
disappear, but in a few days the symptoms return ï see a doctor immediately. 

 

Here are some additional pieces of information that I found important enough to share : 

1. A single cough sprays the virus droplets up to a 6 ft radius. 

2. The incubation period for these viruses is 1-5 days 

3. Children are most likely to become ill, and are mostly likely to be the primary spreaders. 

4. Do not use Tamiflu or Relenza as a precautionðotherwise it will be ineffective when illness strikes. 

5. Each H1N1 test costs $300 and takes 2 weeks for results, so most doctors will not do it. 

6. A mask is only effective until they become moist.  Gloves, masks and hand sanitizer ï good. 

7. BEST PREVENTION IS HAND WASHING AND SANITIZING DOOR KNOBS, PHONES AND PUBLIC SUR-

FACES. 

8. VIRUS NEEDS MOISTURE TO LIVE AND DIES IN 1 HOUR WITHOUT IT. 

Vicki Welsh,  
Preschool               
Director 

From the Trolley Room Market Place 
 

We have some Esther Price candy -- $7.25 a box, $1.50 for a bar (milk/almond). 
 

We have a small number of La Rosa peelers -- $10 a piece. 
 

We have Panera coupon strips (6 coupons) -- $12 a piece. 
 

Sally Foster sale will begin soon.  Items available will be cookie dough, wrapping paper and small gifts, and magazines. 
 

Kroger cards, preloaded with $1, are available ï preschool receives 4% of all dollars spent at Kroger in a given month 

The roof at My Neighborôs Place has been installed. 

The cost was covered by insurance. 

 

The privacy fence has been completed for the Ep-

worth parsonage. Cost:  $5,500. 

The heating system for the Epworth parsonage has 

also been completed.  Cost:$13,000. 

 

Major repair and the replacing of storm drains behind 

the Trolley Room and outside the Office and Library is 

complete. Concrete work was necessary for this pro-

ject. This will prevent further flooding during storms. 

Cost:  $25,000. 

 

The faulty hand railing at the Nursery School entrance 

has been replaced. The cost was included in the re-

pair bill from the storm drains. 

 

There was a major steam line that broke underground 

between the Bumblebee Room and the Nursery. That 

project is completed and the back area of the Nursery 

has been refurbished.  Cost: $78,000. 

 

The three new exterior doors for our church are ready 

to be installed soon. Cost:  $6,000. 

 

The work has begun on the major repairs and exterior 

painting of the Urwiler parsonage. This project should 

be completed this fall.  Cost: Approximately $20,000 

to $22,000. 
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Whiz Kids  
 
There are children in our neighborhood who need extra help in 

school.  Gospel City Mission sponsors a program called ñWhiz 

Kidsò to address that need.  The ñWhiz Kidsò program trains 

tutors and helps to place them in a local school.  If you would 

like to be the hands and feet of Christ in this new ministry, 

please contact Pastor Kathleen 

Five Fruitful Practices Study  
 
All small groups and Sunday 

school classes are encouraged to 

spend at least one session explor-

ing The Five Fruitful Practices.  

These practices (radical hospital-

ity, intentional faith development, 

risk-taking mission, extravagant 

generosity and passionate wor-

ship) are used in our church, our 

district and our conference.  They 

are a way to make sure that we 

are sharing the news of Jesus in 

the best possible way.  Leaders 

with email will be receiving the 

study electronically and all other groups may get a copy 

of the study in the Welcome Center, starting October 

25
th
.  For more information, contact Pastor Kathleen or 

Gail Stewart. 

Rev. Kathleen Kisner,  

Associate Pastor in  

charge of Children &  

Family Ministries,                                               

Christian Education, & 

Small Groups                                                             

Christmas Craft Fair  
 
Christmas is about more than Santa, sleigh bells and 
snow.  Start the holiday season off right with the 
Christmas Craft Fair.  On Sunday, November 29 from 
2 to 4 pm, the gym is transformed into a plethora of 
craft options.  Children enjoy making a variety of sea-
sonal crafts, shopping at Santaôs workshop and eating 
snacks.  This is a great event for friends and 
neighbors.  Donôt miss out on the excitement! 

Family Christmas Eve Service 
 
Where in the world is Jesus?  That is the question Chris 
keeps asking while searching for the Christ child.  Come 
along on the journey to discover the answer for yourself.  
Chris begins the journey at 5 pm on Christmas Eve in the 
sanctuaries.  This family friendly adventure will include 
the Christmas story, songs and celebration.  No childcare 
is provided because the children are expected in the           
service. 

Calling All Actors!  
 

Several actors/actresses are needed 

for the 5 pm Christmas Eve Celebra-

tion, ñWhere in the World is Jesus?ò  

For more information about using your talents in this 

ministry, contact Pastor Kathleen. 

Family Christmas Eve Service  
 
Where in the world is Jesus?  That is the question Chris 
keeps asking while searching for the Christ child.  Come 
along on the journey to discover the answer for yourself.  
Chris begins the journey at 5 pm on Christmas Eve in the 
sanctuaries.  This family friendly adventure will include the 
Christmas story, songs and celebration.  No childcare is 
provided because the children are expected in the             
service. 

Jesusô Birthday Party 
Jesus is the reason for the season!  Therefore, the church celebrates his birthday in style!  On December 20, at 12:15 
pm everyone, of all ages, is invited to stay for lunch and birthday cake.  There will be conies, chips, carrots and drinks.  
Also, there will be a visit from the Holy Family and Santa.  Be sure to join the fun in the gym and wish Jesus a ñHappy 
Birthday!ò 
 

By Marian Miller 
 

My husband Ken has taken pictures for many years. He was able to get shots of 

firecrackers and lightening strikes as well as super pictures of our chil-

dren. Photography was his hobby. Then, as with many new activities Iôve  discov-

ered, needing an item for the Merrimates' Christmas Auction spurred me to find a 

use for some of the flower pictures that I had taken on a recent trip.  Ken sug-

gested that I use card stock and make note cards.  After we purchased a digital 

camera, one of the first sets of pictures we took were spring scenes of the 

church.  These were extremely popular at the next auction.   

 

We have used our own backyard, trips to the zoo and Krohn conserva-

tory, vacations, social events and the Cincinnati Flower Show to get pictures. Ken has always provided technical sup-

port, like figuring out how to size bridge tallies properly.  

 

I have taken pictures of social occasions, copied them to discs and given them to the hosts.  I have sent hosts a thank 

you note with their picture or a picture of the event on the front.  I have used flower pictures from our    backyard as 

decorations around the upper wall of the kitchen.  These were followed by scenes of a trip west and now, flowers from 

the Cincinnati Flower Show. God has given us a glorious world and I like to share something special that I have 

seen. Just recently I was able to share an autumn picture of the church on thinking of you cards.  

 

I have no formal training and many pictures in the computer after teen years.  Now, just how should I use the pictures 

of the Gnome Homes that I took at the flower show? 

 
So live that 

your                    
memories will 

be part of             
your            

happiness. 


