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What do we have that is happening at Westwood that we for which we can praise God?
| asked this question to our leadership team (Church Council) last
week and there were many answers. Volunteers who care about what

seek God about?0
sional thoughts and prayers came
forth as we spoke of God increasing

neighbors; a day care; children and
families to have a revival for Jesus;
discipleship and small group growth;
Plgah®r oRit3; a vision that is truly Godos

| am so happy to be one with you in our mission. | know we are going to cross some
difficult rivers of life ahead. We live in a changing demographic and a changing world
especially since 9/11/01. Life has chan
imessy Christianit ybtolwaokat\@ene of thesissaey araundgih t s
That is why | ask you to intercede in prayer for us and for our neighbors. We have such
a joyful, exciting, challenging future and that future is RIGHT NOW.

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church

they are doing and do it; a good staff that works together; music
and worship experiences that warm our hearts; Upward; My
|' Nei ghbordés Pl ace; generous giver
and nation; |l ay pastors who conti
S| S othersd these were just a few of the ideas. All these ideas were gen-
. 3 L erated from risk takers in mission and hospitality who meet new peo-
'&ple and want to be involved in |
Then | asked Awhageedtoo oo d
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By Sharon Spaulding, The Chimes Editor

4 . )
/1-\,\ A few years ago, | visited a friend at her winter home in Florida. She had been struggling with several losses, and blessing of our new windows very soon!

4 including the death of her husband, so | thought she might welcome the visit. Walking through her front door, | was Peace,

surprised to see a note perched on top of her television that | had written her two years earlier . Sometime before, We Love the Chizers! Ashley Cheung, Wesley Foundation

she and | met as a consequence of my husband and | selling our home to her and her husband. The result of a

1 di\{orce after twenty-five years of marriage, the sale represen_ted yet another loss for me during a grim year. | had Lew Chizer has been the leader of an ongoing Bible study Dear Trustees of Westwood UMC,

L written the card to express my grat_ltude for her unexpe_cted friendship as she walked with me through the grief apd hat began 13 Y rs ago as a Westwgod U enten Study. | | wanted to say thank you so much for the scholarship, It

i anger of that |l ife experience. Though | knew shedd appre‘fh@&?ﬁ/e%klygﬁtﬁ)hzfs%tﬁd\ale arie bf%'&t@nﬁlsﬁu}(ples‘: tsd tkitnog rbqlq, %U%hlatﬁ'ﬁfﬁh
1 i position some two years later. more importantly wunder L e w @ sbeen aenaemfeerf@r Auchpa shortiiige | hayesthowuglly a

) ; : close gomm nity, growing and sharing their s |r|tual jour- | . enjoyed the past year at Westwood and look forward to
e S s i s et e e 2 e A IR ER AL TR UG Rl 0 FT 4" e o e Ty e
P . . Y. : 9 het, T ghimp e 7 faithfully and expertly prepared lessons and led discussions | thank you.
{ at an article on the topic of g_ratefulness. Though articles on such topics appear fr_e— N for the vast majority of those study evenings. _

. quently on faith-based sites, this was Psych Central, the Internet's largest and oldest in- |- ‘ Sln({efew,

e dependent mental health social network. As this site has been listed by Times magazine o . . David Strawhun

\ : ; . Lew and his wife Ginny have decided to step down from that

; as one of the 50 best websites, | paused to read the article. It described a research pro- & 4\ osition of leadership so they mav concentrate on some _ _

‘} ject conducted at Kent State University by Dr. Steven Toepfer. Toepfer had enlisted stu- ‘*/f‘f k- d K\'“ = P P y y Dear Scholarship Committee and Members of WUMC,

— A

y dents from six courses to investigate how people are affected by  writing letters of grati- -

L tude to those who had touched their lives in some positive way. The article reported that throughout a six-week
period, students wrote one letter every two weeks while observing the simple ground rules that the letter had to be
positively expressive, required some insight and reflection, was nontrivial and contained a high level of appreciation
| or gratitude. After each letter, students completed a survey to gauge their moods, satisfaction with life and feelings
of gratitude and happiness. _75% of the students reported experiencing enough increased satisfaction with life and
positive mood change that they intended to continue writing letters of gratitude as an ongoing part of their lives. f |

d saw their happiness increase after each | ett ewote Toepfeani ng

p who also witnessed i mprovement in participant sWd idree salt

N wal king around with an asommarizedyToepfersour ce: gratitude, 0

g No wonder that Scripture provides such practical advice: It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to

_-'{ 4 sing praises unto thy name, O Most High (Psalms 92:1). In fact, in every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God
reminded (Thessalonians 5:18). And

the swelling heart of the Psalmist as he wrote, | will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with
thanksgiving (Psalms 69:30). The words make you want to dance. As W.H. Auden said, | know nothing except what
=  everyone knows: when Grace dances, | should dance. And together we know that the dance of Grace is gratitude.

% in Christ Jesus concerning you, we 0 r e
'4

Godos

Cvee will (Remember

Our prayers and condolences go out to the friends and
families of Charlie Jackson who passed away on August
29, 2009 and Esther Elder who passed away Sept. 5th.

New Kids on the Bl @(fk
Congratulations to Anthony Zawaski & Lori -
Galloway on the birth of their twin girls,
Portia Ann and Olivia Gabrielle, born Sept. 11. Phil &
Kathy Brown are the proud grandparents and George &
Carol Brown are the great grandparents.

Food Pantry

In memory of Charles Jackson by Ms. Sue Niemeyer

In honor of Suzi & Jack Ensmingers 40th Wedding by Marian
& Ken Miller

In honor of Suzi & Jack Ensmingers 40th Wedding by Marni
& Tom Warren
tM%moﬁafFﬁn'd
In m mor of CharIE ﬁ]

In memory Xf Cy &
Schaumloffel

ackson by Ms. Sue Niemeyer
er Elder by Eric and Mary Dean

Congratulationss and kay Rembold who

celebrated their 50" wedding anniversary on Sept 12™

Az Q—ezEs
Dear Pastor Lee and Westwood UMC,

Thank you so much for your incredible gift of $350 to the
Wesley Foundation Window fund! We are so thankful for
your willingness to support the health and safety of WF
students. We are looking forward to inviting Westwood
UMC and all of our amazing supporters to a celebration

Music Fund
In n€mbly bf ¥era JdarHinkl¢ by Dorothy E. Bauer

Westmates Endowment Fund

In memory of Charlie Jackson by Lou & Kay Koenig

In memory of Esther Elder by Cliff McMahon

In memory of Charles Jackson by Norv & Jean Mansfield

Interfaith Hospitality Network
In memory of Geneva Atwood by Marni & Tom Warren
In memory of Thelma McGill by Marni & Tom Warren

other current priorities. Their presence and guidance has
been a precious gift that is greatly cherished by all members
of the group.

Thank you very much for the $800. that you awarded me
with to help me pay for this
bit to make things easier for my family helps. | appreciate

the generosity of the members and of the committee.

Thank you again.

P, -9 i, RCT Crone. JW Emilie Geiler
ici)Y QJ!? w B6BNeLimadolPeT 3068 t t er they felt. o
: 9 PoBbxL0E t hroug brRaHktyou sdnfuch fof a¥l theVprayers, offers of help,
D “ r ll '0 OJ" MCRD Parris Island, SC kind cards and phone calls during my recent knee
surgery. Visits from David Schneider and many church
A1C Robert Muirheid SpC Jeremy Hilton
HHC, 1/6th Inf R 405 Box # 4612

friends were very much appreciated.
wh a 8425 WwdsttRatii Ave X a m ﬁ OFAE Bod3h-4eY £
Peoria, Arizona 85345

t h
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Love,n a n
Marilyn Jackman
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