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Responding to                                   

Godôs Call                           

to Make                                

Disciples of  

Jesus Christ 

 
What do we have that is happening at Westwood that we for which we 

can praise God? I asked this question to our leadership team (Church 

Council) last week and there were many answers. Volunteers who 

care about what they are doing and do it; a good staff that works        

together; music and worship experiences that warm our hearts;      

Upward; My Neighborôs Place; generous givers; a mission heart for 

our community and nation; lay pastors who continually go ñover the 

topò to be with othersðthese were just a few of the ideas. All these 

ideas were generated from risk takers in mission and hospitality who meet new people 

and want to be involved in living life with Jesusô goals.  

 

Then I asked ñwhat do we pray and seek God about?ò Again intercessional thoughts 

and prayers came forth as we spoke 

of God increasing our missional 

hearts; reaching our neighbors; a 

day care; children and families to 

have a revival for Jesus; discipleship 

and small group growth; generosity; 

a vision that is truly Godôs vision for 

Westwood United Methodist Church.  

 

I am so happy to be one with you in our mission. I know we are going to cross some 

difficult rivers of life ahead. We live in a changing demographic and a changing world 

especially since 9/11/01. Life has changed. That is why Iôm leading discussion about 

ñmessy Christianityò on Wednesday nights ï to look at some of the issues around us.  

That is why I ask you to intercede in prayer for us and for our neighbors. We have such 

a joyful, exciting, challenging future and that future is RIGHT NOW.  

 
 

 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church 
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Join us  

for                       

Worship 
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ñHe handed out giftsé. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christôs body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
Godôs Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.ò                                      

                                   Ephesians 4:11-13 (Msg) 

This We Believe:  We believe in our responsibility to the Great Commandment.  ñYou must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind.ò This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is 

equally important, ñLove your neighbor as yourself...ò Matthew 22:37-39 

By Bob Hyland 
 

Itôs interesting the difference a little word can make.  Several years 

ago, while discussing the wording of some research project, I asked a 

law clerk if she understood the difference between looking for ña manò 

and looking for ñthe manò.  The memorandum got rewritten.  Every 

once in a while I hear someone say that our mission statement only 

concerns our church trying to get more members.  Whether or not you 

think that our mission statementðResponding to Godôs call to make 

disciples of Jesus Christðis the best one possible, it is not what I 

think it appears to be to many people.  It is not ñResponding to Godôs 

call to make disciples FOR Jesus Christò.  Rather, we have stated a 

mission to make disciples OF Jesus Christ.  So weôre not just looking 

to bring people in the door, as sometimes we read that mission statement.  Weôre looking to bring people through 

some Christian door and, if they have chosen to come through our door, then to motivate them to a deeper         

relationship with Christ and to provide resources and opportunities for that relationship.   

 

Our mission statement, though, is not only about those people coming through the door for the first or second time.  

(The ñdoorò, by the way, doesnôt need to be one of the entrances into our building.  It can also be one of the many 

ways of joining us in ministry.)  The mission statement also directs our ministries toward those of us who have been 

coming through the door for weeks or years.  Almost all of us reading this, choose to come through that door on a 

regular or irregular basis, or at some time in the past chose to come through the door.  The mission isnôt just toward 

the new people, toward ñthemò.  The mission--to make disciples of Jesus Christðis toward us, as well.  Things then 

become interesting, I think.  If we consider that we have the responsibility for that mission, we see that we have the 

responsibility for the mission directed to ourselves.  We can also see that if we choose to, we can avoid that       

responsibility.  In sharing my thoughts about this with you, I will leave you with two questions.  First, what can     

happen at Westwood UMC if in the last two sentences we change the word ñresponsibilityò to ñopportunityò, if we 

ñget toò instead of ñhave toò?  Second, what do you think Jesus would say about my talking about ñthemò and ñusò?  

What a difference a word can make.  

 

Food Pantry  

In memory of Charles Jackson by Ms. Sue Niemeyer 

In honor of Suzi & Jack Ensmingers 40th Wedding by Marian      

                  & Ken Miller                                          

In honor of Suzi & Jack Ensmingers 40th Wedding by Marni                

      & Tom Warren       

Memorial Fund  
In memory of Charles Jackson by Ms. Sue Niemeyer 

In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by Eric and Mary Dean                     
     Schaumloffel 
 

Music Fund  
In memory of Vera Jean Hinkle by Dorothy E. Bauer 
 

Westmates Endowment Fund  

In memory of Charlie Jackson by Lou & Kay Koenig 

In memory of Esther Elder by Cliff McMahon 

In memory of Charles Jackson by Norv & Jean Mansfield  
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network  

In memory of Geneva Atwood by Marni & Tom Warren 

In memory of Thelma McGill by Marni & Tom Warren 

Our prayers and condolences go out to the friends and 

families of Charlie Jackson  who passed away on August 

29, 2009 and Esther Elder who passed away September 

5th. 

A1C Robert Muirheid 
HHC, 1/6th Inf  
8424 West Ruth Ave. 
Peoria, Arizona 85345 

SPC Jeremy Hilton 
CMR 405 Box # 4612 
APO AE 09034-4612 

RCT Crone, JW 
3

rd
 BN, LimaCo, PLT 3068 

P O Box 13005 
MCRD Parris Island, SC 

Congratulations to Anthony Zawaski & Lori Galloway on 
the birth of their twin girls, Portia Ann and Olivia         
Gabrielle, born Sept. 11. Phil & Kathy Brown are the 
proud grandparents and George & Carol Brown are the 
great grandparents. 

Together On our Own  

A social group for anyone of any age who lives alone 

 
Thursday October 1, 6:00 pm : Join us for dinner at Price Hill 
Chili, 4920 Glenway Ave. near Cleves Warsaw.  RSVP Arlene 
Schwerin 662-8027 or Sally Dessauer 662-6588 
 

Thursday, October 15, 6:00 pm : We will be meeting in the church 
parlor for a potluck with Sloppy Joes. Call Sally Dessauer 662-
6588 to know what you can contribute. Also bring your own drink. 

Dear Pastor Lee and Westwood UMC, 
 
Thank you so much for your incredible gift of $350 to 
the Wesley Foundation Window fund! We are so thank-
ful for your willingness to support the health and safety 
of WF students. We are looking forward to inviting 
Westwood UMC and all of our amazing supporters to a 
celebration and blessing of our new windows very soon! 
 
Peace, 
Ashley Cheung 




