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Responding to                                   

Godôs Call                           

to Make                                

Disciples of  

Jesus Christ 

 
What do we have that is happening at Westwood that we for which we 

can praise God? I asked this question to our leadership team (Church 

Council) last week and there were many answers. Volunteers who 

care about what they are doing and do it; a good staff that works        

together; music and worship experiences that warm our hearts;      

Upward; My Neighborôs Place; generous givers; a mission heart for 

our community and nation; lay pastors who continually go ñover the 

topò to be with othersðthese were just a few of the ideas. All these 

ideas were generated from risk takers in mission and hospitality who meet new people 

and want to be involved in living life with Jesusô goals.  

 

Then I asked ñwhat do we pray and seek God about?ò Again intercessional thoughts 

and prayers came forth as we spoke 

of God increasing our missional 

hearts; reaching our neighbors; a 

day care; children and families to 

have a revival for Jesus; discipleship 

and small group growth; generosity; 

a vision that is truly Godôs vision for 

Westwood United Methodist Church.  

 

I am so happy to be one with you in our mission. I know we are going to cross some 

difficult rivers of life ahead. We live in a changing demographic and a changing world 

especially since 9/11/01. Life has changed. That is why Iôm leading discussion about 

ñmessy Christianityò on Wednesday nights ï to look at some of the issues around us.  

That is why I ask you to intercede in prayer for us and for our neighbors. We have such 

a joyful, exciting, challenging future and that future is RIGHT NOW.  

 
 

 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church 
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Join us  

for                       

Worship 
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ñHe handed out giftsé. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christôs body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
Godôs Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.ò                                      

                                   Ephesians 4:11-13 (Msg) 

This We Believe:  We believe in our responsibility to the Great Commandment.  ñYou must love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind.ò This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is 

equally important, ñLove your neighbor as yourself...ò Matthew 22:37-39 

By Bob Hyland 
 

Itôs interesting the difference a little word can make.  Several years 

ago, while discussing the wording of some research project, I asked a 

law clerk if she understood the difference between looking for ña manò 

and looking for ñthe manò.  The memorandum got rewritten.  Every 

once in a while I hear someone say that our mission statement only 

concerns our church trying to get more members.  Whether or not you 

think that our mission statementðResponding to Godôs call to make 

disciples of Jesus Christðis the best one possible, it is not what I 

think it appears to be to many people.  It is not ñResponding to Godôs 

call to make disciples FOR Jesus Christò.  Rather, we have stated a 

mission to make disciples OF Jesus Christ.  So weôre not just looking 

to bring people in the door, as sometimes we read that mission statement.  Weôre looking to bring people through 

some Christian door and, if they have chosen to come through our door, then to motivate them to a deeper         

relationship with Christ and to provide resources and opportunities for that relationship.   

 

Our mission statement, though, is not only about those people coming through the door for the first or second time.  

(The ñdoorò, by the way, doesnôt need to be one of the entrances into our building.  It can also be one of the many 

ways of joining us in ministry.)  The mission statement also directs our ministries toward those of us who have been 

coming through the door for weeks or years.  Almost all of us reading this, choose to come through that door on a 

regular or irregular basis, or at some time in the past chose to come through the door.  The mission isnôt just toward 

the new people, toward ñthemò.  The mission--to make disciples of Jesus Christðis toward us, as well.  Things then 

become interesting, I think.  If we consider that we have the responsibility for that mission, we see that we have the 

responsibility for the mission directed to ourselves.  We can also see that if we choose to, we can avoid that       

responsibility.  In sharing my thoughts about this with you, I will leave you with two questions.  First, what can     

happen at Westwood UMC if in the last two sentences we change the word ñresponsibilityò to ñopportunityò, if we 

ñget toò instead of ñhave toò?  Second, what do you think Jesus would say about my talking about ñthemò and ñusò?  

What a difference a word can make.  

 

Food Pantry  

In memory of Charles Jackson by Ms. Sue Niemeyer 

In honor of Suzi & Jack Ensmingers 40th Wedding by Marian      

                  & Ken Miller                                          

In honor of Suzi & Jack Ensmingers 40th Wedding by Marni                

      & Tom Warren       

Memorial Fund  
In memory of Charles Jackson by Ms. Sue Niemeyer 

In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by Eric and Mary Dean                     
     Schaumloffel 
 

Music Fund  
In memory of Vera Jean Hinkle by Dorothy E. Bauer 
 

Westmates Endowment Fund  

In memory of Charlie Jackson by Lou & Kay Koenig 

In memory of Esther Elder by Cliff McMahon 

In memory of Charles Jackson by Norv & Jean Mansfield  
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network  

In memory of Geneva Atwood by Marni & Tom Warren 

In memory of Thelma McGill by Marni & Tom Warren 

Our prayers and condolences go out to the friends and 

families of Charlie Jackson  who passed away on August 

29, 2009 and Esther Elder who passed away September 

5th. 

A1C Robert Muirheid 
HHC, 1/6th Inf  
8424 West Ruth Ave. 
Peoria, Arizona 85345 

SPC Jeremy Hilton 
CMR 405 Box # 4612 
APO AE 09034-4612 

RCT Crone, JW 
3

rd
 BN, LimaCo, PLT 3068 

P O Box 13005 
MCRD Parris Island, SC 

Congratulations to Anthony Zawaski & Lori Galloway on 
the birth of their twin girls, Portia Ann and Olivia         
Gabrielle, born Sept. 11. Phil & Kathy Brown are the 
proud grandparents and George & Carol Brown are the 
great grandparents. 

Together On our Own  

A social group for anyone of any age who lives alone 

 
Thursday October 1, 6:00 pm : Join us for dinner at Price Hill 
Chili, 4920 Glenway Ave. near Cleves Warsaw.  RSVP Arlene 
Schwerin 662-8027 or Sally Dessauer 662-6588 
 

Thursday, October 15, 6:00 pm : We will be meeting in the church 
parlor for a potluck with Sloppy Joes. Call Sally Dessauer 662-
6588 to know what you can contribute. Also bring your own drink. 

Dear Pastor Lee and Westwood UMC, 
 
Thank you so much for your incredible gift of $350 to 
the Wesley Foundation Window fund! We are so thank-
ful for your willingness to support the health and safety 
of WF students. We are looking forward to inviting 
Westwood UMC and all of our amazing supporters to a 
celebration and blessing of our new windows very soon! 
 
Peace, 
Ashley Cheung 
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Messages of 

Hope at Westwood 

United Methodist 

Church 
 
 

8:30 AM Communion             
Service, Chapel  

9:30 AM Traditional Service                    
Sanctuary  

10:00 AM New Covenant  
Chapel  

11:00 AM The Journey                
Epworth Hall  

  
 
 

September 

Sermon Series  

The Great               

Adventure 
 

 
 

August 30  

Getting Ready  
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun  

 
 
 

September 6  
Load the Wagons  

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun  
 
 
 

September 13  
Crossing the Rivers  
Rev. Kathleen Kisner  

 
 
 

September 20  
When it Gets Tough,  

Remember  
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun  

 
 
 

September 27  
Arrival!  

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH WINS "BEST FLOAT" IN THE HARVEST HOME PARADE!  
 

 

ñNow fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness.ò (Joshua 24:14) 

 

What a great example was set by the children who participated in this yearôs Kidsô Music 

Camp:  With just five days of preparation, they provided an excellent worship presentation 

for our whole congregation, with songs, sketches, scripture readings, and decorations for our 

sanctuary.  It goes to show what great things can happen when we commit ourselves, even 

for a short time, to using our gifts for God in worship.  This is an important thought at this 

time of year, as all of the worship and arts ministry teams are kicking off a new season of 

activity.  Youôll be seeing a detailed list of the many opportunities that Westwood UMC offers 

to get involved in our worship and arts ministry as the upcoming ñAll Aboardò campaign gets 

underway.  As always, the most important point is that everyone has God-given gifts, and it 

is a blessing for all of us when those gifts are used in praise and thanks to God.  What are 

your gifts, and how can you use them to serve the Lord with faithfulness? 

 

Making a joyful noise, 
Mike Kelly 
Director of Worship and Arts 
661-3139 
mike@wumc.cc 

  
Worship and Arts Ministry Team along with Glen and Lori Schulte would like to send out a great big thank you to 
the following people who made this year's Harvest Home Parade Float such a Winning Success!  If you didn't   al-
ready hear, Westwood United Methodist Church's Parade Float won BEST FLOAT in this year's Harvest Home 
Parade!  That's the second "Best Float" award received by our church in the last four years! 
  
According to Glen and Lori Schulte, it was definitely a labor of love made possible by so many hard-working, dedi-
cated and passionate people including  following individuals:  
1) Jack & Reid Geiler for loaning the use of a pick-up truck and flatbed trailer.  

2) Jane Hissett -for all of her help painting, running errands, and all that smiling and waving done while riding on 

the float!  

3) Greg Hissett,Jane's son, who helped paint and construct the float (and he's not even a member of our church!) 

4) Grace Hissett (Greg's daughter and Jane's granddaughter) as she helped with painting too! 

5) Julie Geiler who was an incredible help painting for three days straight!  We couldn't have done it without her!   

6) Duncan Cordrey - for helping coordinate getting the truck and flatbed. 

7) Mike Kelly - for coordinating the participation of our Wonderful Praise Band (and singers). 

8) The Incredibly Talented Praise Band members which included: Bill Sampson, Roger Lindle, Susan Bennet, Gail 

Stewart, the Bennett Girls, Bethany and Stacy, their puppy...and the two "professional musicians...who's names 

elude me at this moment! - Sharon could you please find out their names from Mike for me?  Thanks!) 

9) Larry and Kathy Rouse.  Larry assisted on Wednesday evening with the construction of the Float and Kathy was 

a beautiful representation of our Church's Christian Spirit as a rider on the float. 

10) Pastor Lee - Who helped with the construction of the float, and is always encouraging and supportive of anyone 

who's passionate about serving!  

11) Josh Lemons - and a couple of the youth who assisted us by cutting wood and pulling nails out of repurposed 

lumber.  

12) Our amazing custodial staff who help at the drop of a hat and go above and beyond in serving West-

wood...Loading and unloading the truck.  You name it...they helped do it!   

13) Lonette Bechard for coordinating the collection of Milk Cartons so we could have Houses on our Monopoly 

Board! 

  
This year's parade was an incredible representation of the Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors, Westwood 
United Methodist Church is for our community!  THANK YOU AGAIN ONE AND ALL 

By Lori Schulte 

mailto:mike@wumc.cc
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Stewardship: Average per week  August 2009  August 2008  

Our Giving  $12,268.03 $16,190.14 

Our Presence    

8:30 AM Attendance  19 20 

9:30 AM Attendance  233 263 

11:00 AM Attendance  47 57 

9:30 AM NurseryðïKindergarten 23 27 

9:30 AM 1st-5th Grade 12 16 

9:30 AM Middle School & High School 16 16 NR (not reported) 

9:30 Adult SOS 8 7 

11:00 Nursery-Pre School 9 11 

11:00 AM Kids Own Worship 13 16 

11:00 AM Faith Seekers NR (not reported) NA (not available) 

11:00 AM Merrimates 26 22 

11:00 AM Wesmates 34 36 

 
Martin Luther wrote, I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all. But whatever I have placed in 

Godôs hands, that I still possess. He reminds us of the meaning of stewardship. How much we put in Godôs hands last 

month is suggested in the following report of our weekly average in giving and attendance during the month of August 

2009 compared to August 2008. As always, thank you for completing the attendance form found on the Connection 

Card of your bulletin each week.  Your extra effort helps provide the  attendance numbers we use in this report.  

WHY PRAY?  WHAT TO PRAY FOR?               
HOW DO YOU EXPERIENCE PRAYER? 

 
The prayer team hopes that as individuals 
and a congregation, we will learn and  
practice some different forms of prayer that 
will enable us to be more responsive to the gentle, persistent  
presence of God.   
 
Please join us in the First Annual Prayer Retreat , Saturday 
morning, 8:30 am, September 26

th
. Our time will be structured 

around a variety of choices or stations designed to enrich our 
prayer lives, beginning where we are, on our own prayer journey.  
The basics of prayer will be led by Pastor Lee.  Other  options will 
be more flexible, offering innovative ways to modify and vary our 
prayer time.  Falling into a prayer rut does not keep our             
relationship with God fresh and alive.  Come learn and experience 
some fresh ideas on prayer. 

Calling all small group leaders and                          

adult Sunday school teachers!    

 

Informational and training sessions will be offered in 

the library during worship at 9:30 and The Journey 

at 11:00 am on September 20 .  Please attend one 

of the sessions to fine tune your leadership style, 

learn where your group fits into the vision of the 

church and  enjoy the company and wisdom of 

other leaders.  For more information, contact Pastor 

Kathleen. 

òThe Fellowshipó will say              

with a  

Progressive Dinner 
Saturday, Sept. 19th  @ 6:00 pm 

 

Meet at the Cunninghamõs 
7180 High Pointe Lane 

 

Last name begins with A ð M Please bring a dessert  
Last name begins with N ð Z Please bring an appetizer 

 

Main Course provided for approx. $10 per person 
 

We need to have your reservation by Sept. 9th 
Email DKArgo@fuse.net 

if you will be planning to join us 

Learn how to be on mission with God.   

Discover Godôs love for the world, your 
purpose in Godôs great commission plan, a 
new perspective on the people of the 
world, and strategies for reaching people at 

home and around the world. 
 

When:  October 9, 2009, Friday evening   6:30 ï9:00 pm 

           October 10, 2009, Saturday          8:00 am ï 1:00pm 
October 11, 2009, Sunday            During church service                    
and Sunday School class 

Thursday, Oct. 22-Friday, Oct. 23  
Ginghamsburg Church Campus ,  

Tipp City, Ohio 
$79.00 per person 

 

mailto:DKArgo@fuse.net
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It has been a wild ride this summer. 

  

The Student Ministry traveled all over the United States with destinations in Ohio, Washington D.C., and 

Louisiana! Overall, we traveled an astounding 3,500 miles and spent over two consecutive weeks to-

gether. Hopefully you were able to go on one of our great mission trips. If not, I want to encourage you 

to go on one next summer. 

  

However, traveling wasnôt the only thing going on! During the summer months we were able to have a 

brand new summer intern. Anthony was able to spend four months here training for ministry and hang-

ing out with you guys. It was a great experience, not only for him, but for us as well. A huge thank you 

goes out to Staff Parish Relations (for helping create this wonderful internship), the program staff at 

Westwood (for making Anthony feel right at home), Tim and Jan Peter (for hosting him and opening their 

home for four months) and finally, you. Without youôre prayers and support this internship would never 

have gotten off the ground. I pray that it was as great an experience for you as it was for me. 

  

It was received so warmly that we are already looking at ways to expand this program! 

  

So many things are coming up in the life of the Student Ministry here at Westwood. Hereôs a quick run-

down: 

  

1.     Check out the new Youth Lounge! Itôs been painted and we tore out a wall! 

2.     Make sure to pick up a copy of the Student Keynote, our new bi-monthly newsletter. Itôs loaded with 

information regarding upcoming events, even current movies and music! 

3.     We will be having a parent meeting for all parents who have students involved in the Student Minis-

try at Westwood. During this meeting we will cover some very important things like insurance informa-

tion, release forms and upcoming events. There also will be a surprise unveiled during this meeting! So 

donôt miss out. The parent meeting will be on Monday September 21, 2009 at 6.00 pm. 

4.     Block off these dates on your calendar! January 15-17 is our Middle School Winter Retreat (Grades 

7-8) and February 19-21 is our High School Winter Retreat (Grades 9-12). 

5.     One final thing, Summer 2010 is fast approaching (I know, I know) 

so be looking for announcements on our Summer ô10 dates for Ichthus, 

Mission Trips and events! 

 

 

 

For more information on Student Ministries, contact Josh Lemons, Director  of Student Ministries 

josh@wumc.cc, (513) 661 3139 

.By Gordon Hone 

 

 

Left to right: Karen Argo,                       
Mary Sorgs, Jim Sorgs  

Back to front: Keith Dennis, 
Kenny Barnwell, Gordie Scherer  


