WESTWOOD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The Chumes

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church

| am announcing my resignation.
I am resigning from being in charge of my Christian life.
| don’t want to be a pastor.
| want to be a Christian.
| don’'t want to be an average lover of people.
| want to love people first and doubt them much later.

i | don’t want to nod hello to a neighbor.
Respondlng to | want to know my neighbor and my neighbor know me...by name.
GOd’S Ca” | don’t want my neighborhood to go-to-hell-in-a-handbasket.
| want people to be interested in their neighbor’s child because they care,
to Make not because they are scared.
DiSCip'GS of | don’t want to worry about money, time, possessions, and the future.
. | want to be a genuine steward.
Jesus Christ | don’t want to be part of a church that is satisfied.

| want to be part of a church that is alive to the Spirit.
I just don’t want not to know the names of people who worship today in the church.
| want to not know the names of people not yet in the church who one day soon will come.
| don’'t want to live a passionless life.
| want to live life passionately for the good things, people and God, now, not tomorrow.
| don’t want to live life with little bits of convenient conviction and courage to grow and
change.
| want to live life with the bold courage to do what is needed because the God we love calls
and the convictions that are ours inform to perform.
" # $%& | don’t want to be a wimp, fearful of change, fearful of failure, fearful of not being in control.
| want to live life with faith in God who said GO — MAKE — TEACH — LOVE.

9%( I am announcing my resignation so | can pick up the Spirit's courage
. of bold love and aggressive faith.
) + How do you want to live?

3460 Epworth Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45211 R i What are we as a church looking at today?

513-661-3139; office@wume.cc; www.wumc.¢c 1+ 1. A possible daycare ministry because the needs in our area shout child care, Christian
child care.
Join us - # + 2. A bold outreach called Celebrate Recovery, spearheaded by our Evangelism Ministry,
: that focuses on 99.9% of the people in Cincinnati who have a habit, a hang up or an
Wednesday nghts at ©2- 340 + addiction that they need some ﬁelppto recover through. o

Westwood! ) + 3. In October a weekend with the Mission Society focusing on Westwood becoming a

Global Mission Church, starting at home (see #1 above) and going forth in mission
(go Kay Koenig) as we send teams around the world and support missionaries.
4. Bold prayer coverage for everyone in our church and intercession for our ministries.

“I am the resurrection and the life,” Jesus.
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This We Believe: We believe in our responsibility

your God with all your heart, all your soul and all
A second is equally important, “Love your neighbor

By Sharon Spaulding, The Chimes editor...

Lou Holtz once said, Don't tell your problems to peo-
ple: eighty percent don't care; and the other twenty
percent are glad you have them. In some of his in-
spirational speeches, however, the famous coach
added, Don't tell your problems to people—tell them
to God.

And that's what we’ve been doing at 10 am together
in the Chapel for 30 minutes each day dur-

ing this Lenten season—not every day, but

some days, and not everyone, but some.

We've been telling God our problems,

praising Him for our blessings, requesting
intercession on behalf of those who are
struggling. And we've learned from each

other in noting challenges faced and victo-

ries experienced.

In a way, our prayers are our stories—our stories
closest to the heart. This was reinforced recently
through my rousting out books from my basement to
take to the office. In a box unopened from my last
move, | uncovered a devotional journal given to me
by the pastor and his wife of my previous church. On
one side of the page was a devotional; on the other
side were blank lines for personal reflections. I'm
looking at the book now as | write this remembering
those as personally dark days. | see no reflections or
insights on the lines, only prayers. Several tough

to the Great Commandment.
your mind.” This is the first and greatest command

“You must love the Lord

as yourself...” Matthew 22:37-39

years had preceded this journal: My spirit is parched
and without hope. Give me faith and strength to
change this. If |1 cannot change, do it for me | pray.
The next day a fragment surfaced: ...the grace of oxy-
gen from God to heal and refresh the cells of my soul
and spirit, strengthening me to go on one more day.
The next day my words confessed foolishness, inat-
tention, indifference, and shallowness. Weeks later
lines still railed about unfulfilled dreams.

But then a shift started to occur.
Still complaining, the words grap-
pled with His “grace (that) runs
against the grain. Just confess,
receive and be? Nothing else in
life is like this. Work, try, work,
fail, work, try again.

This little journal I'd penned could
have been titled God’s Grace for Dummies. Holding
the hand of one of his learning-disabled children,
God’s spirit had taken me through memories and ex-
periences | needed for spiritual growth. As | read this
now, I’'m encouraged to see that my journal concluded
with a prayer that | still carry in my homework back-
pack. The last sentence | wrote in that devotional jour-
nal six years ago remains my prayer today. Lord,
keep my wishes and will where your heart and mine
are one.
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MINISTERS:
I | Pastor........cooiiiiiii, Lee Strawhun E Memb ofO C tion! | Ministers Discretion Fund
| Associate Pastor.................. Kathleen Kisner very Member ur Longregaton: I In memory of Grace Corcoran by Janet Hauck
| Visitation Pastor................... David Schneider
I Executive Administrator ....... Sharon Spaulding| “He handed out gifts.... to train ALL I Susan Winkler Youth Fund
I Director of Student Ministries...... Josh Lemons CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, | In memory of Florence Imwold by Ron and Betty Bollinger.
Minister of Worship & Arts ......... Michael Kelly | working within Christ's body, the | ,
I S organist.........ooveeeeereeee Scott Kimmell | - church, till we are all moving rhythmi- @% Wﬂ @m]mﬁﬁr
I T Nursery School Director.............. vVicki Welsh| cally and easily with each other, |
I Administrative ASSIStant......... Lonette Bechard gfflgl,entsandfglrlacefult e rejpltt)nsi Itl0 Our prayers and condolences go out to the friends and
Financial Administrator............ .. Dick Powers od's son, Tully mature adults, Tutly | ”p y . 9
| F Building Superintendent......... Duncan Cordrey developed V_wtf],m and without, fully I families of Robert Williams who passed away on March 13,
I Food Service.........ccccevveeeeen.. Pam Christman alive fike Christ. I 2009 and Ruth C. Kohl who passed away that same day.
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Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life...
whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”
John 1°:25-26
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My Neighbor's Place

.By Gordon Hone

Radical Hospitality is recognized.

On March 2™ Lynda and | had the honor of rep-

resenting My Neighbor’'s Place at the Hamilton

County MRDD Annual Awards Banquet held at

the Sharonville Convention Center. This event

was to recognize individuals and organizations

that worked with “special needs” persons for
their efforts in improving the lives of these people. In addition to the seven
categories where individuals and organizations were nominated to win
awards in their categories, there were the Superintendent’s Awards.
These awards were “hand-picked” by the Superintendent of Hamilton
County MRDD, Cheryl Phipps. In addition to the individuals who were se-
lected for these awards, My Neighbor’'s Place was the only organization to
receive such an award. | want to emphasize that this award is the result of
the efforts of ALL the volunteers who help at My Neighbor’s Place. This
award is dedicated to them.

On a sad note, our good friend, Wayne Brotherton, lost his fight for life on
February 25". As | mentioned last month, Wayne came to us through
MRDD and experienced the radical hospitality that all of our volunteers
provided. Everyone loved Wayne and coming to My Neighbor's Place
was the highlight of his week. A thank you to everyone who sent him
cards. In the last mail he opened there were 13 cards and 11 of them were
from our church members and MNP volunteers.

My Neighbor's Place is partnering with an organization “I Have Wings
Breast Cancer Foundation”. This is a group of volunteers who collect old
costume jewelry, clean it, repair broken pieces and once a year sell all this
jewelry to raise money to help local families living with the challenges of
breast cancer. There will be a box in the Welcome Center where you can
donate your old costume jewelry. Please do not put it in the My Neighbor’s
Place box in Eckel Hall.

While we are not in the furniture business, we have a number of our
“neighbors” who are looking for beds and couches. If you have any such
items that are still serviceable that you no longer need, we would appreci-
ate it if you would make them available to these individuals. Please con-
tact Gordon Hone at 922-4206 if you have beds or couches you want to
get rid of.

Spring is here and most of us are thinking about getting our yards cleaned
up. Again, there are some of the My Neighbor’s Place gentlemen who are
looking for work and would be willing to assist you with your clean-up. The
base rate is $10.00 per hour. If you would like help, please contact me at
the number above.

8:30 AM Communion Service
Chapel

9:30 AM Traditional Service

Sanctuary
10:00 AM New Covenant
Chapel
11:00 AM The Journey
Epworth Hall

April 6, Palm Sunday
Trusting God’s Protection
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

April 9, Maundy Thursday
Living Last Supper
Men’s Drama
7:30 pm, Epworth Hall

April 10, Good Friday
Community Service

Westwood 1st Presbyterian
7:30 pm, Dr. Strawhun
Preaching and WUMC choir
singing

April 12, Easter Sunday
7:30 AM Early Worship

Service with
Covenant Players,
Epworth Hall
Expecting God to Show Up
9:30 & 11:00 only
Sanctuary
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

Worship Celebration

0
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“Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous
things.” (from Psalm 98:1)

Greetings in Christ!

We are entering an exciting season at Westwood UMC. As Holy

Week unfolds, be sure not to miss any of our worship events:

On Maundy Thursday, April 9, the tradition of The Living Last

Supper continues: We will present a dramatic recreation of
Jesus’ last meal with His disciples with music and communion for all who attend at 7:30
PM in Epworth Hall. On Good Friday, come with us to Westwood First Presbyterian
Church for a community service at 7:30 PM led by pastors and choirs from various West-
wood churches. After these meaningful occasions to meditate on Jesus’ great sacrifice
for all of us, it will be time to celebrate His victory! On Easter Sunday, April 12, we will
present worship services at 7:30 AM in Epworth Hall, featuring actors from the renowned
Christian drama organization Covenant Players; at 9:30 AM in the sanctuary, with our
singers, handbell ringers, brass players, and more; and at The Journey, at 11:00 AM in
Epworth Hall, with our praise band, Godspeed, and our Gospel Choir. Bring everyone
you can for this great day of rejoicing!

As you mark your calendars for the upcoming months, be sure to set aside the afternoon
of May 17. On that date, our annual Sundae Concert—so named because the concert is
followed by an ice cream social—will feature something special: a performance by a
combined community choir, soloists, and our own organist Scott Kimmell of scenes from
Mendelssohn’s classic oratorio Elijah. For those who love inspirational classical music,
this will be a chance to hear a truly great work in a beautiful setting completely free of
charge, so be sure to spread the word.

Looking even farther to the horizon, it's time to register for Kids’ Music Camp 2009! Our
musical day camp will take place this year from July 27 to 31, from 1:00 to 4:00 PM each
day, and will include singing, playing instruments, making crafts, having snacks, and—
above all—sharing in the Word and Spirit of the Lord. This program is free and available
to any child between the ages of 6 and 12.

The Lord is indeed doing marvelous things through our church, so let's sing His praises!
Take time to share in all of these opportunities to experience the love of Christ through
worship, music, drama, and more. For more information, call or email me anytime.

Making a joyful noise,
Mike Kelly

661-3139, ext. 113
mike@wumc.cc
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Everything we have is a gift from God.

How are we giving back? We'll track this from time to time in the Chimes, comparing our giving and attending from
month to month in 2009 to the same in 2008. While the financial numbers provided are accurate, the head count in our
Sunday School and Worship services are more “ball-park” figures at this time. We intend to strengthen our ability to
report attendance more reliably in the future with more specific record keeping. It would help immensely if you would
fill out your attendance forms in the weekly bulletin. Let's see how much more we can give back even in small ways.

The table below gives us a glimpse of our weekly average giving and attending in January 2009 compared to
January 2008 and February 2009-February 2008.

! " ##$ 1 1
%&&

% %&& " '
% %&&

% %&&

Uinouglts irom tne [Lay [Leader

One of my good friends “Joe” was of my parents’ generation, had been a stand-out football and basketball player for
XU, and played for the original Cincinnati Bengals. Most of the time that | knew him, Joe lived on the east side of
town. Fortunately for me, he lived about the last ten years of his life at Twin Towers, in a patio home, where he really
became a friend because | could stop in on my way home and talk for a little while.

Joe and | often had different views of things, but he had a practice of asking why | believed a certain thing or how |
had come to a certain conclusion. One day he told me he was really glad | had called and then stopped by, because
he was bothered by a living arrangement his 20-year-old granddaughter had decided upon. | told Joe that she had
grown up in a different world than he and I, and as an illustration | picked up a popular family-style magazine Joe had
sitting on a coffee table. The inside front cover was a lingerie ad of a nature that never would have seen the light of
day when either Joe or | was 20 years old, at least not in that magazine. Joe said that he saw what | meant. While he
still believed she was making a mistake, he understood his granddaughter a little better, because he was willing to
consider why she was how she was. He understood her world a little better, and so he understood her a little better.

| see us at Westwood UMC working at being like Joe. We’re looking at people as how they are, trying to understand
that, and then addressing Christ to them in their world. One more thought—sometimes the person whose world we
need to consider is the person who has been sitting right in front of us for the last five years. See you Sunday, | hope,
and maybe we’ll see each other a little better.
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Mark your calendars for VBS 09 "CAMP EDGE"
For the first time WUMC will host day and evening VBS sessions.
Day: July 20-24, 2009 9:00-12:00  Evening: July 19-23, 2009 ; 6:30-8:30 pm
We are currently recruiting for the planning team, group leaders, and volunteers.
Please contact

Charlotte Hahn, 513 404 1474, charlottehahn@msn.com or
Susan Bennet, 513 574 4175, susanbennetl@aol.com

Children and their families are invited to join WUMC in
a celebration of Easter
at the annual

April 2, 2009, 10:30 am, Sanctuary

Room to Care for

on Saturday, April 4,

10 to 11:30 am.

the Aged

#H % $ Mike Scott, Director
. Lincoln Crawford Retirement Home
& $ ( .

RSVP to Sue Lunsford at 941-2822,
and remember food pantry items

Anger, Thursday, April’16, 10 am, TBA
Brandt-Freeman, Thursday, April- 16, 9:30 am, Parlor
Coleman-Hearn, Tues, April 21,10 am, Twin Towers
Knitting Circle, Monday, April 27, 7 pm, Kisner home
Montfort-Vath, Tuesday, April 21,/9:30 am, Parlor
Powers-Wright, No Meeting

Tritschler, Wednesday,-April 15, 7:00 pm,Haskell

Friday, April 3, 6:30-8:00 pm
Party Hoppers, 6131 Cleves Warsaw Pike at
Ebenezer, 451-4386

Fellowship, fun and food
for anyone of any age who lives alone
Join us in the church parlor for a subway buffet.
Thursday, April 16, 6 pm.
Bring your own drink; there will be a small fee.

CLUB 56

COMING SOON....
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by Madison Koenig

On Friday, February 20, a group of high school students and

volunteer adults gathered at Westwood United Methodist

Church. After loading up multiple cars with sleeping bags,

pillows, duffel bags, and sorting out who's-riding-where, we

were off. We spent the next few days at the very hospitable

Oxford United Methodist Church. We prayed, we played, we

ice skated. It was an escape from the chaos of everyday life.

We had a chance to forget the issues waiting for us back

home and just have fun with friends for a few days, and to

step back and reflect on our relationship with God and with

others. As Josh told us at the beginning of the retreat, we

were not allowed to ask “What're we doing next?” The week-

end was about accepting things as they happened and having fun with it. | loved the much-
needed time to stop worrying and just go with it, and when | came home | was relaxed, slightly
sleep-deprived, and ready to deal with life again.
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Monday, March 30, 7:30 pm,
there will be training sessions for the Lay Pastor Ministry
led by Rev. David Schneider.
If you are interested in attending,

please call Ken Coleman at 477-1736
or the church office at 661-3139

by Ashleigh Burg

Hey, I'm Ashleigh Burg. Recently | went on the middle school retreat
called emerge. We went to a Methodist church in Miami, Ohio. The
church was really cold; the only warm place was in the chapel.
Everyone met in the chapel two or three times a day. We would read
Bible verses and learn more about God and Jesus in our lives.

Jenny and Phil Partridge prepared all of our food. (Thanks it was
delicious.)

We played a lot of really fun games, though | still can’t believe that
Josh had an activity where we had to individually eat/drink lemons; then sugar, and then water all
by themselves to illustrate the need for teamwork. It was nasty. We also played team-work games
like human knot, balloon tower, snake, murder in the dark, board games, mafia and many more.
Human knot was really weird. You had to hold two peoples’ hands who weren'’t next to you, which
made everyone into a knot; then everyone had to find a way to undo the knot. Murder in the dark
was my favorite game because everyone was in a dark room and there would be one person that
would be the murderer. The murderer had to go behind people and touch their neck, so when
someone would touch another person’s arm they would scream (which was really funny).

We also went ice skating at Miami University’s ice rink. | really didn’t want to go skating but | had a
fun time. | am really bad at skating, | fell about five times, but it was pretty graceful, if | do say so
myself. When we weren't in the chapel or playing games, we had free time. During free time we
would usually walk around, talk, goof off and eat junk food (remember we're Methodists). At night
we would watch a Pixar movie like Cars.
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For more information on Student Ministries, contact Josh Lemons, Director of Student Ministries
josh@wumc.cc (513) 661 3139

It's a sad sign of the times and the world we live in...when fifty percent of all marriages end in divorce! (Ladies, this in-
cludes Christian Marriages!) Over two out of three divorces each year are filed by women! As Christian Women of Faith,
we can change those numbers, simply by being obedient to God’s Word! This training opportunity is for all married women
and engaged women of faith!

Ladies, do you wish you had a greater connection with God, your husband and your strengths? Are you looking for God'’s
peace and joy in your marriage? Maybe you'’re feeling alone in your marriage and unappreciated. Maybe you sometimes
wonder if God even cares about you!

Are you finally ready for things to be different, but just don’t know where to begin to change things? If you think there
should be more, know that you are not alone! Come, join us for an informational meeting and find out how you can in-
crease your self-confidence, and improve your relationship with God and your husband! Daughters of Sarah research
shows that even two years after the training is over, participants are still experiencing positive results within their marriage
that "stick!"

Don't wait to make the biggest investment in your life and your marriage! Register today for Daughters of Sarah!

Contact the church office for more details, or register today at www.daughtersonline.org. Information brochures can be
found in the church office and in the Welcome Center.

A six week course for husbands will supplement the Daughters of Sarah course. To be led by our own Glen Schulte, these
sessions have been designed for the married man or engaged man who wants to grow deeper in his relationship with
God, learn how to cherish and nourish his wife and family and become a more Godly husband and provider. For more in-
formation, call Glen Schulte at 451-8005 or 304-0792. The course is FREE.

6 week course for husbands and engaged men
Wednesdays, March 25-June 10, meeting every otherw  eek, 6:15 pm
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Special Drama,
April 12,
7:30 AM,

Epworth Hall

Nursery School

Vicki Welsh,
Nursery School Director

| lost an hour of sleep last

month! | require a full 8 hours
to maintain my chipper “sBy unny” personality!!
However, | must tell you that the sounds of song
birds outside my door, the sight of the morning
sun rise and spring buds peeking their heads
above the earth are welcome signs that God's
magnificent plan is about to unfold again. Our
resilience has been sorely tested this winter; we
have survived and are now being treated to the
wonders of spring. How blessed we are. He is
Risen! He is Risen, indeed!

) #

FUND RAISING — NOW A NECESSITY

Fund raising is no longer just

a handy way to augment and stretch the preschool budget.
Parents’ now view fund raising as the only way they can
afford to send their child to Westwood. We will be offering
parents a different fund raiser each month. The profits
from each project will be divided up evenly among each
family as a way to lower their upcoming tuition bills. The
more successful the events the more it will benefit each
family.

These projects plus the help of some scholarship
fund money from our endowment will go a long way to help
families during this difficult economic period. Several of
our dads have lost their jobs. This is when we remember
that first and foremost we are a ministry of the church. Our
obligation is to the child and his/her family. We are com-
mitted to keep the children in school and weather the finan-
cial consequences.

Sometimes we wonder what we can do to help
such a vast far reaching problem. My answer would be
prayer and a positive attitude. | believe in storming heaven
with our prayers. | also believe that we have to be positive
and cheerful in our relationships and in our encounters with
others. Negativity fosters more negativity. We will all get
through this with the grace and mercy of God. God never
fails or abandons us. We at, Preschool will not refuse a
child regardless of their ability to pay. We will find a way.

«

We will offer 2 classes this summer in our Terrific Tuesday
program. The Butterfly class will be held for 3/4 year olds
with a limit of 14. The Frog class will be held for 5 year olds
ready to attend kindergarten in August, limit of 10.

Anybody have an answering machine/cordless phone that
they do not use? Our set died a quiet death. It would help
us a lot if we did not have to buy a new one. It would be
nice if we could recycle the machine out of your basement
or storage and put it to good use. Call 661-1166...but you
won't be able to leave a message!!




Children, Family, & Small Groups . MSMHearts

Rev. Kathleen Kisner, Associate Pastor in
charge of Children & Family Ministries,
Christian Education, & Small Groups

Sunday School Field Trip!!

Calling all Sunday school teachers and

helpers! You are no longer scheduled to

be in class on Sunday, May 3. Instead,

teachers, helpers, the Children & Family
Ministry Team and anyone else interested, are going on a field
trip to experience a different way to lead Sunday mornings.
Everyone is asked to arrive at 7:30 am to carpool to Christ
UMC in Kettering, OH (on the south side of Dayton). While
there, teachers will visit classrooms, meet the children’s lead-
ers and experience three different Sunday morning formats.
Lunch will be provided. The group will return home at 2:30 pm,
excited and full of new ideas.

Super Sunday on May 3!

On May 3, at 9:30 am, the children will experience a wild and
crazy time for Jesus. The youth will be leading Sunday School
in the gym, so be sure to wear tennis shoes and jeans! A vari-
ety of faith based activities will take the place of the regular
Sunday school classes. Don’t miss out on the fun!

Camps Galore!

Can you feel it? Summer’s coming! With summer comes the
opportunity for children to attend a variety of summer camps.
Why not make this year’s camp one which is sponsored by the
United Methodist Church. The West Ohio Conference leads a
variety of camps at three different Ohio locations. The types of
camps include basic camping, caving, missions, a girls’ camp,
a boys’ camp, family camp, camping with grandparents, high
adventure, music and many others. For more information, pick
up a flyer in the Welcome Center (2™ floor, by the gym), visit
www.westohiocamps.com, or contact Pastor Kathleen.

You may have heard Dave Ramsey speak about
personal finances on the radio or television. Now
is your chance to put his Christian finance princi-
pals to work in your life. Dave presents practical
skills in a fun manner to allow people to get out of
debt and take control of their money. If you are in
debt or if you just need to learn how to budget with
your spouse, than FPU is for you. Be a part of the
growing number of Americans who are at peace
about their finances. There will be an informa-
tional meeting on Monday, April 13 at 6 pm with
the class beginning on April 20". For more infor-
mation, contact Jennifer Duerk a 661-4395.t

For which of you, intending to build a tower, does
not sit down first and count the cost, whether he
may have enough to finish it; lest perhaps, after
he has laid the foundation and is not able to finish,
all those seeing begin to mock him, saying, This
man began to build and was not able to finish.
Luke 14:28-30

[Leadlime] wiitln [Little [Lessoms m [Liie

By Terry McManus

When my children were little and | put them to bed, | lay
down with them and | would always say the same thing, "It's
going to be a big day tomorrow!" in an excited voice. They
would ask me why and | would always find something about
the next day that they could look forward to. If it was going
to rain, then they would be able to wear their yellow rain-
coats. Maybe Grandma was coming over and she could
take them on the bus downtown. Perhaps a friend was com-
ing to play. Now that they are in their 20's, they have that
positive outlook that no matter what the problems of the day
may be, there is always something to look forward to. They
don't quit. | hope your children have the same
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