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What did we accomplish in 2009? Where was our impact felt in the
Cincinnati community and beyond? What impact did the sermon
series have on worshippers? How did our Sunday school equip

/ W children and youth to attend school and live in their world? Did we
: offer good congregational care? Did we grow in souls this year?
[ Where is God leading us in 2010?
S P N
. ) These are some of the guestions | want to reflect on as 2010 starts.
——

Responding to 471 We have had over 200 adults sign up for ministry and giving faithfully

to WUMC'’s ministry and mission. This promises new opportunity and

GOd’S Ca” vision. For that we can praise the Lord. Josh and the youth team are remodeling the
to Make youth room to be an inviting conversation room and ministry location, and the reunion
L. of so many of our youth was a success. Our involvement in the Interfaith

DISCIpleS of Hospitality Network completed several weeks of hosting families in transition between

homelessness and home. The Hospitality/Evangelism team with the Praise Band
hosted our first ever lawn concert; My Neighbor's Place continues to impact the
community with an average of 60 people attending worship on Tuesdays and literally
hundreds of families touched by your generosity through clothing, food donations and
volunteer hours. Our mission teams traveled in many directions this year helping with
home construction in LA, the Carolinas, Cincinnati and Ohio. Our VBS in its two
sessions told our neighbors and church families we are here to help and be with fami-
lies, our investment in “Strengthening Families” through Miss Vicki’'s leadership is an-
other avenue of strengthening the home. Upward Basketball, what can we say? Over
130 players and without the leadership of Mark Rave and your support in this program
we would never have an outreach to so many. Wednesday Nights at Westwood
continues to grow with a fellowship dinner, opportunities for music with Miss Amy and
! " # $ Mike and Bible studies with Pastors Lee, David and Kathleen, Beth and Lonette.
Financial Peace University is a means of changing the course of our finances; hun-
% dreds of times this year our Lay Pastors visited people in various situations at home
and in the hospital. Our small groups took on topics to reach out to new people and
& encourage those who have been here a long time. We offered pastoral counseling,
friendship to the friendless, hospitality to the stranger, food to the hungry, shelter to the
" ( )+ homeless, patience to the hurting and prayer. But are we done?

Jesus Christ

' / There is much to do in 2010, and | hope you are as excited about the New Year as |
' am. Not in an emotional excitement but in the excitement of obedience to the call God
has laid upon our church. As we pray together in worship, at home and in small groups,
let us focus on the community all around us. Are we taking on the big goals of a
church’s faith and outreach? With our giftedness that is overwhelming and with our
experience and resources, can we do a day care? Can we grow by 10% in 2010 as a
tithe of our membership? Will we strengthen the shut in and visit the sick better in
20107 Will we pursue the tithe as an act of joyful obedience? Will prayer be the um-
brella over Westwood? Will volunteers in ministry stand up and create new work? We
4 . will see, but | pledge to you, my friends and fellow believers, this is where I'm headed.

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church
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Wesmates Endowment
In memory of Ginny Chizer by Deborah & Joe Ward

My Neighbors Place Food Pantry
In memory of Al Krone by Joanna & Ken Coleman

MINISTERS:

In memory of All Deceased Church Members (2009) by Joanne & Tom In memory of Ginny Chizer by Dorothy Tholke
oY (o] S Lee Strawhun E M f - Burke In memory of Ginny Chizer by Al & Bette Krone
Associate Pastor.................. Kathleen Kisner | EVETY ember of Our Congregatlon' In memory of Cricket Pemberton by Sally Dessaur :n memory O; g!nny gﬂ!zer Ey :3ettyM& Dﬁlv'd Michael
Visitation Pastor................... David Schneider In memory of Ginny Chizer by Joanna & Ken Coleman |2 mgmgg gf sz Ch:;g: bz JV;nn& %?n Igeter
Executive Administrator ....... Sharon Spaulding| “He handed out gifts.... to train ALL In memory 0; g!nny SE!zer Ey Sa"YdDes§;‘“r , ) In memory of Ginny Chizer by Robert Rath
Director of Student Ministries......Josh Lemons | CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, :: :gmgz 3f G:::z Ch:ig bz Eg\::]eiﬂiiétugfsn €19 :“ memory OI g!nny gﬂ!zer Ey ;Le?n T\a/‘ylt?]r
- : . - B o n memory of Ginny Chizer by Helen Va
S M|n|st¢r of Worship & Arts ......... M|chae_l Kelly \évr?tzl:::nhg \;\mhn?,veCh;rset S altl)odn%,ovme In memory of Ginny Chizer by Sally & Jerry Skidmore In memory of Ginny Chizer by Roger & Patsy Higley
Organist... RSRRESREEEEER RN EEREEEE ---SCO_tt Klmmell hvih V! I d il with h oth 9 In memory of Ginny Chizer by Mr. & Mrs. Alan Wrassmann In memory of Ginny Chizer by JoAnn & Paul Ward
Preschool Director....................... Vicki Welsh fﬁ)’ _ mltca ydan eanI 3|/ with each 0 etr' In memory of Ginny Chizer by Sarah & Harvey Freeman In memory of Ginny Chizer by Charles Eckert Il
Administrative Assistant......... Lonette Bechard ?solgl’gn S(‘;": fl?l:ac;:tulrl raeggl(t)snsefullo In honor of Gloria Monfort by Judy Scherer In memory of Ginny Chizer by Mary Jane & Roger Miller
F Financial Administrator............ .. Dick Powers developed ’With?/n and Without' fuII§ In memory of Helen & Herbert Beigel by Wilma & Herb Beigel :n memory O; g!nny gﬂ!zer Ey gtatplesy Rglfes
S ) , n memory of Ginny Chizer by Betty Sander
Building Sl.Jpermtendent """"" Duncan Cf’rdrey alive like Christ.” :: m:mg?’ g: Eggry ggggzgg gy \:Ac;ar;‘n;i I(,:ignc\?\;fgznmann In memory of Esther Elder by Dorothy Tholke
Food Service..........cooeevnnnnn. Pam Christman Yy ¢ I');] | and y Mr. b : ! In memory of Marien Jacoby by Helen Vath
l In memory of Herschel and Lee Snapp by Bali Snapp . In memory of Marien Jacoby by Cliff & Dona McMahon
In memory of Irene & William Erhardt by Wilma & Herb Beigel

Memorial Fund

In memory of Cy & Esther Elder by John Strait

In honor of Enid Kirby by Sue Niemeyer

In memory of Henry Goodson by Madelon Hall

In memory of Henry Goodson by MaryLou& Bill Weatherwax

In memory of Marien Jacoby by Sally Desaur
This We Believe: We believe in our responsibility  to the Great Commandment. “You must love the Lord your God In memory of Mildred Hone by Sally Dessaur
with all your heart, all your soul and all your min  d.” This is the first and greatest commandment. As  econd is In memory of Walter Sloan by Joanna & Ken Coleman

.. Matthew 22:37-39 Wesmates Endowment

equally important, “Love your neighbor as yourself.

By Sharon Spaulding

You've probably heard the story about the little girl
who was told sternly by her father to sit down. She
starred at him holding her ground. He repeated his
point in the most serious of voices. She paused;
then sat. With small arms folded, she confessed,
I'm sitting on the outside, but I'm standing on the
inside!

We understand that, don’'t we. Even as adults, we
may find ourselves grudgingly performing acts of
goodness on the outside while resenting doing them
on the inside. As long as political correctness,
obligation, or “appearances” drive our behavior,
spiritually speaking, we will probably remain the
child sitting on the outside but standing on the
inside. Those candid glimpses into ourselves
remind us of why we must internalize the life of
Christ to live an authentic life of integrity.

To address this, we often hear about spiritual
formation programs, but spiritual formation can
seem like such an empty term. After all, every one
has a spiritual side, and that side is growing into
something. But when charged with the animating
force of God, spiritual formation can transform us.
Fortunately for Christians, Jesus Christ provided the

perfect example of what our lives should look like—
inside and out. And when we accept this One to
empower our lives, we can live a life of integrity in the
true sense of the term. You remember learning about
whole numbers as a child-- a whole number—no splits,
no fractions or fractures, but whole, as one. When
Scripture tells us that the double minded person is
unstable in all his ways, (James 1:8) we can better
understand the centering force of wholeness, of
integrity, of spiritual maturity. When we give up the
notion that a few good behaviors can constitute being
good, we begin to see the challenge in front of us.

Dallas Willard, evangelical theologian and scholar, never
fails to inspire me with his grasp of spiritual maturity. As
a professor of philosophy at the University of Southern
California, Willard cannot get by with equivocating or
dodging the important questions ; he must live the
message of both truth and grace every day before his
students and colleagues. His life demonstrates the
claim that there’s no such thing as part time Christian
service. It's a full-time Christian Life, wherever we are
and whatever we do. Quoting kitchen worker and cook,
Brother Lawrence, he writes, Our sanctification does not
depend upon changing our works, but in doing that for
God's sake which we commonly do for our own.
(Practicing the Presence of God, Bro. Lawrence,
paraphrase)

In memory of Al Krone by Mary Jane & Roger Miller

In memory of Al Krone by Dorothea Sonneborn

In memory of Al Krone by Lou & Kay Koenig

In memory of Al Krone by Jean & Norv Mansfield

In memory of Al Krone by Mr. & Mrs. Alan Wrassmann
In memory of Al Krone by Sue Niemeyer

In memory of Al Krone by Joann & Paul Ward

In memory of Al Krone by Cliff & Dona McMahon

In memory of Al Krone by Sarah & Harvey Freeman

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Nancy Charls

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Virginia Weil

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Bill & Sandy Allred

In memory of Ginny Chizer by M.S. Braun & Roger Lindle
In memory of Ginny Chizer by June Alexander

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Dave Backer

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Gail & Ray Blankenship
In memory of Ginny Chizer by Robt. & June Brandt

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Julie Brodt-Eppley

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Jack & El Doris Bunch
In memory of Ginny Chizer by Mr. & Mrs. Hans Hafer
In memory of Ginny Chizer by Madelin Hall

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Ruth Keeton

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Marian & Ken Miller

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Jean & Norv Mansfield

In memory of Walter Sloan by Dorothea Sonneborn
In memory of Walter Sloan by Kathy & Steve Faigle
In memory of Walter Sloan by E. & Jean Krabacher

UMCOR
In memory of Herschel and Lee Snapp by Bali Snapp

Real Property Maintenance
In memory of Al Krone by Martha Anness

Winkler Youth Fund

In memory of Herschel and Lee Snapp by Bali Snapp

In memory of Susan Winkler by Sarah & Mike Hellebusch
In memory of Walter Sloan by Bob & June Brandt

Building Fund
In memory of Herschel and Lee Snapp by Bali Snapp

My Neighbor’s Place Closet

In memory of Edna Kraft by Sarah & Harvery Freeman

In memory of Ginny Chizer by Sarah & Harvey Freeman
In memory of Ginny Chizer by Gordon & Linda Hone

In memory of Mildred Hone by Roger & Patsy Higley

In memory of Mildred Hone by Sarah & Harvey Freeman

We have experienced many losses since the last issue of The Chimes. Our prayers and condolences are extended to the
families and friends of Al Krone, who passed away December 2nd; Walter Sloan who passed away December 3rd; and Rev.
David Cottrill who passed December 5th. We also remember the family and friends of Bea Kallendorf who passed away on
December 29th, Hank Baltzersen who passed away January 3rd, and Ruth Payne who passed away January 13th, 2009 .
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Worship Celebration

Thoughts {rom the Lay Leacder

By Bob Hyland

Last Friday night, while eating pizza with our daughters and their husbands,
we were discussing how to get students to believe that they can learn. My
wife, Marilyn, our two daughters, Holly and Jill, and Jill's husband, Will, are
teachers, covering the 3", 6™, and 7" grades. I'm not sure what led up to it,
but | noted a comic strip | had saved (I'm pretty sure from “Red and Rover”)
and which Holly has laminated and has posted in her classroom. That comic
strip ends with the boy saying, “There is no limit to what you can’t do if you

listen to other people.”

While | understand that conclusion, and we’ve all seen that conclusion play out around us, | don’'t know
if what limits us most as Christians is listening to other people. More often, | think, we limit ourselves
by not listening to ourselves. We see something that bothers us, or we think something to which we
would like to find a solution, but we don’t think that ‘something’ is part of our lives as people of God.
Or, we don't think that God’'s people can do anything about that ‘something.” So, we put that
‘something’ aside. Maybe if, as Christians, we ask ourselves what we can do about that something, or
maybe if, as Christians, we mention that something the next time we are with a group of like-minded
people, we might be able to find a way to do something about that something. Then, not might that
‘something’ that we saw or thought about be affected, we, as Christians might find out again what

happens when we listen to Christ's message.

| wonder what would happen if we all listened to

ourselves more--and then decided to do something about something.

U OIS TR 1T Inamlk Yeu

By Elaine Powers

The Church Mission Team will start a new
year of work on WEDNESDAY, January 27
at 7:45 PM (after Wednesday evening
groups). We are looking for increased
interest and more workers for expanding our
work for others. On the agenda for this
group is the KIVA.org project; a trip to Haiti
in the fall, 2010 and/or other Adult Mission
Trips; 2™ mile giving schedule; Advance
Special Projects; and the selection of
leadership. Those who have been involved
in the past years are not going to leave, but
additional persons are needed to keep us
moving forward. WE NEED YOU!!!

Dear Rev. Strawhun,

Bless you and the people of Westwood United
Methodist Church for your faithfulness in
contributing 100% of your 2009 conference
apportionments. You fed the hungry, clothed the
naked, sheltered the homeless, and visited the
prisoners. (Matt 25:31ff) You put hands and feet to
the gospel of Jesus Christ across Ohio and
around the world. Thank you for your love that
casts out fear amid a recession. May the Lord
continue to bless your ministry.

N.Stanley Sutton, Conference Treasurer

8:30 AM Communion
Service, Chapel
9:30 AM Traditional Service
Sanctuary
10:00 AM New Covenant
Chapel
11:00 AM The Journey
Epworth Hall

January 24
7-Up
Dr. Lee Strawhun

February 7
Love Languages, Part 1
Rev. Kathleen Kisner

Februaryl4
Love Languages, Part 2

Dr. Lee Strawhun

February 17
Ash Wednesday

6:45 pm

February 21
No Need to be

an Orphan,
Dr. Lee Strawhun

February 28
How do | receive the

Helper?
Rev. Kathleen Kisner

Notes from Worship and Arts

... All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has
been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God's
grace in all its truth. (from Colossians 1:6)

In all sorts of ways, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing at Westwood
United Methodist Church. In the Worship and Arts Ministry, we were
especially blessed during the Advent season, as we saw the number of
participants in worship grow significantly compared to years past.
Several people commented to me how nice it was that so many people shared their musical
gifts with all of us in our Christmas Eve services in particular. It truly was a meaningful time.

Worship is blossoming at My Neighbor’s Place as well. | was struck recently by a comment that
a man made who was attending Tuesday morning worship at My Neighbor's Place during the
prayer time: He said that he was thankful for all that “this church” had done for him. What was
notable about that statement was that this man only attends My Neighbor’'s Place; | have no
idea whether he’s ever been inside Westwood UMC itself. It's inspiring to know that we are
helping to build an authentic community church that makes a real difference in people’s lives.

Finally, | want to thank all of you who participated in the recent All Aboard campaign. It was
great to find out about all of the diverse gifts and interests that the members of our congregation
have and are willing to share with others. That willingness to share is the foundation for the
future of Westwood UMC.

God gives our church more ways to grow than we can even imagine. In the coming months, I'l
share more with you about the plans for growth that we're praying about and putting into place,
and | invite you to share your ideas with me as well.

Making a joyful noise,
Mike Kelly
mike@wumc.cc
661-3139, ext. 113

The Gospel —A term used so often you've forgottent  he meaning?

The New Testament emphasis understands "the gospel” to be the connecting thread woven
throughout much of the Bible, taking those who choose Christ from lostness and alienation
from God all the way through conversion and discipleship to the consummation, to resurrec-
tion bodies, and to the new heaven and the new earth. Quite a journey.

E!’r@)‘_’j lON  spc seremy Hiton
CMR 405 Box # 4612
1 g RCT Crone, JW
@!l.ll!? t'll@@!',lij APO AE 09034-4612 3" BN, LimaCo, PLT 3068
A1C Robert Muirheid P O Box 13005
HHC, 1/6th Inf MCRD Parris Island, SC

8424 West Ruth Ave.
Peoria, Arizona 85345
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Martin Luther wrote, | have held many things in my hands, and | have lost them all. But whatever | have placed in
God’s hands, that | still possess. He reminds us of the meaning of stewardship. How much we put in God’s hands last
month is suggested in the following report of our weekly average in giving and attendance during the month of
Nov-Dec 2009 compared to Nov-Dec 2008. As always, thank you for completing the attendance form found on the
Connection Card of your bulletin each week. Your extra effort helps provide the attendance numbers we use in this
report.

Stewardship: Average per week Nov-Dec 2009 Nov-Dec 2008
Our Giving $31,341.20 $36,408.77
Our Presence

8:30 AM Attendance 17.2 13.2

9:30 AM Attendance 286.5 257.5
11:00 AM Attendance 69.15 71.3

9:30 AM Nursery——Kindergarten 35 27

9:30 AM 1st-6th Grade 27 25

9:30 AM Confirmation 18 NR

9:30 Adult SOS 8 6

11:00 Nursery-Pre School 8 13

11:00 AM Kids Own Worship 16 17

11:00 AM Faith Seekers 6 NA

11:00 AM Merrimates 20 32

11:00 AM Wesmates 30 33

The Lay Leadership Team sent out approximately 375 All Aboard packets. Adult members,
children, students, college students, and regular attendees were sent the information. The Lay Leadership Team
would like to thank you for completing the 2009 All Aboard stewardship forms. Your response to commit with a
financial pledge and your service to a ministry is wonderful. In the All Aboard Opportunity Booklet and on the Com-
mitment Card there were 158 opportunities listed for our members and friends to volunteer. When the commitment
card was received, the stewardship card with your financial pledge was immediately given to Dick Powers. During
the month of December, office helpers and the office staff entered the volunteer data into the computer program. If
you volunteered your name has been shared with the appropriate people. If you are in need of a list of people will-
ing to serve in a particular area please contact the church office for the list of names. If you have not yet completed
a commitment card it is not too late to pledge and volunteer in a particular area for 2010!!!!!!  Just contact the
church office or a Lay Leadership team member to assist you with your commitment.

MHappemnings
Februawy Circle Meetings

+,-+
Feb. 4, 2010, 10:30 am
Sanctuary Circle Members
JOin us in Please refer to the weekly bulletin for times and
Welcoming dates of your February monthly meeting or wait to
receive a call regarding your particular group.
Ashley Chen
from Thank you.
Wesley Chapel
Marian Miller
o
H#HPOK'(")

The MOPS (Mothers of
Preschoolers) group will be
having their annual couples
Valentine's Dinner on Thursday
night, February 4th in Epworth

If there are stories, services, or experiences you think
would be appropriate, inspiring additions to the
Chimes, please let us know. Often there are stories of
heroes in our own congregation and uplifting service
to others that would motivate all of us to share more of
Hall at church. Please bring ourselves in advancing the Kingdom of God. Should
your children to their class by you have an article to submit, just mail to the office or
6:15PM. Pizza, applesauce and juice will be provided for email Sharon@wumc.cc .

them. The couples dinner will begin at 6:30PM. Glenn and

Lori Schulte will be our guest speakers on "How to maintain a

Christian Marriage while raising a family". We will have .

games, prizes and more. The evening will end by A social group for anyone of any age who lives alone
8:30PM. Since we are providing a full meal, please call in or
e-mail your reservation including number of adults and
children to Kim Wildenmann at 941-4646 or

kwild@fuse.net by  Sunday, January 31st

Thursday, February 4th, at 6pm Plan to meet for
dinner in the Wesmates Room for a “pie” potluck
dinner. Bring a pie to share (appetizer, meal, dessert,
etc.) & your beverage. RSVP Sally Dessauer 662-
6588 or Arlene Schwerin 662-8037

Marlin Flanders, son of Darla Flanders-Clark, graduated from
the College of Mt. St. Joseph in December, receiving the
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Liberal Arts Studies. Marlin and
his mother expressed their gratitude for the support Marlin
has received from Westwood UMC over the years.

If you are a job seeker or if you are looking for full employment, there is now a resume book being kept in the church
office. To include your resume in the book, just print it out and bring it to the church office during business hours, 9-5,
Monday-Thursday; 9-4, Fridays..

If you are looking for help in growing your business, why not consider your WUMC family first. There is a tremendous
talent pool available to you right here. When you are aware of open positions, why not take a look at the office’s
resume book to see if we have a possible match.

Also, job seekers shouldn't forget about the Western Hills Job Search Focus Group. They meet on Wednesday
mornings from 9-11 AM at the Westwood First Presbyterian Church. Please call Tom Haid for more information. He
can be reached at 251-9743.
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By Josh Lemons

Christmas and New Years.

All have come and gone, and with
them, deposited a sense of "newness"
here at Westwood. We celebrated a
fantastic Advent and Christmas
together, and now we look forward to
a new year with new opportunities, a
chance to change things, a clean
slate and so much more.

If 2009 left you feeling ragged and run

down, | personally want to invite you

to one of our Winter Retreats. These

are a great time to set aside

homework, drama and all the other

stuff in our lives and just be in Youth from Westwood and two other churches gather for
community with each other and God. Encounter, Middle School Winter Retreat, Jan 15-17

Encounter | Middle School Winter Retreat
January 15 - 17, 2010

Love Much | High School Winter Retreat
February 19 - 21, 2010

For all information about due dates make sure to check
out the calendars posted by the Youth Room and my
office in Eckel Hall.

As we start a brand New Year there are a ton of changes
that are coming our way.

LifeGroups, our High School small groups, will meet Encounter
every Tuesday from 6.30 - 7.30pm.

Refuge, our Middle School youth group, will meet on Wednesday from 6.00 - 8.00pm.
The HUB, our High School youth group, will meet on Sunday from 6.00 - 8.00pm.

We want you to know that you can bring friends (Christian and non) to youth group, LifeGroups
and any event we have at Westwood. They don't have to belong to our church or be a member or
even a Christian! We think the best way to be a Christian is to simply ask a friend to come along
and join in with what we are doing.

So in 2010, make sure to join something new. Bring someone along, oh, and check out our new
Blog, Facebook Page and Website.

studentministrywumc.wordpress.com | Blog| Webpage|wumc.cc/what-we-do/student-ministry

For more information on Student Ministries, contact Josh Lemons, Director of Student Ministries,
josh@wumc.cc, (513) 661.3139

Wy Nelghbbers Place

By Gordon Hone

Our Christmas Party was a tremendous success! Thanks to you, My
Neighbor’s Place was blessed with over 200 new toys, and over 400
sets of hats, gloves, mittens, scarves and socks. 71 families
attended, and we were able to provide new toys to every child and
sets of hats and gloves for every family member. Thanks also to Bill
Hillis and his sidekick for providing their clown act; “Santa Claus” for
bringing excitement to the children; and to all the other regular
volunteers for their tireless efforts on behalf of our community. To
quote Kareema, one of the neighbors who attended the party: “My
neighborhood needed to say thank you so very much! The day of the
Christmas Party | came with my granddaughters and as | walked
around the room it looked so wonderful with smiling faces, children
playing and grateful parents for their children or grandchildren
receiving these blessings. Some of the people that came were
surprised to see what a little community can do when caring people
come together and give from the heart. Our community would just
like to let My Neighbor’'s Place know that we appreciate everything
that you all do for us and our families.”

This is a perfect example of how lives have been changed at My
Neighbor's Place thanks to the radical hospitality practiced by
volunteers each week and the many donations of clothing that
people made to My Neighbor’'s Place. The word “on the street” is
that My Neighbor’s Place is a real blessing in the community.

Dr. Lee held a Christmas Eve Service at My Neighbor's Place and
we hope this is the beginning of a new tradition.

On Sunday December 27™ the Confirmation Class presented My
Neighbor’'s Place with five comforters made from material donated
by Betty Muirheid. These comforters were raffled off on a Tuesday
morning and it was interesting to see how the “neighbors” shared
with each other. Demonstrating the spirit of My Neighbor’s Place, a
couple of the winners gave their comforters to others who needed
them more than they did. A big “THANK YOU” to Betty and the
Confirmation Class who may inspire others to follow their example.

Beginning January 21%, My Neighbor's Place is going to open its
doors on Thursdays from 9:00 am to noon for coffee, pastries and
radical hospitality. This is being done on a trial basis with The Closet
not being open.

The Men’s Social for December was a special event with Dan and
Karen Argo preparing a turkey dinner with all the fixings. They also
had a small gift exchange for all the men who attended. A great time
was had by all as was attested to by one of the men who attended.
This gentleman took the time to write a “thank you” on a Christmas
card and deliver it to My Neighbor’'s Place in person and stick it in
the back door. This is another transformed person because when
this gentleman first came to My Neighbor’'s Place over a year ago,
he was very distrusting of everyone and might have been considered
a “grumpy old man”. Time has changed him and now he comes and
brings a more pleasant demeanor.
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Ve Rew. Sam Dinen, UNCOR leacer, cies i al

A UMNS Report
By Linda Bloom*
Updated Jan. 16, 2010 | 5:30 pm EST

The Rev. Sam Dixon came to Haiti
to make life better for the poor and
afflicted. As the leader of the United
Methodist Committee on Relief,
Dixon traveled the world assisting
Indonesians whose homes were
washed away by the tsunami,
Africans whose crops had withered
under unrelenting drought and
Americans needing shelter after
tornadoes destroyed their

Preschool/

A native of North Carolina, where he served for 24
years as a pastor, Dixon had worked at the Board of
Global
executive in 2007, where he oversaw programs of emer-

neighborhoods. .
v
So it came as a shock Jan. 16
when, after four days when hopes , % % -
dimmed and were raised again with "#$ % &0&#

reports of his survival, church

workers learned that Dixon died of injuries received
after being buried in the rubble of a collapsed hotel
following the Jan. 12 earthquake in Haiti.

“He lived his life following the commandments of
Jesus to feed the hungry, care for the sick, and love
the least of these—all over the world,” said United
Methodist Bishop Janice Riggle Huie of Houston,
UMCOR'’s president.

Dixon was attending meetings in Port-au-Prince
when the earthquake struck Haiti. He was one of six
staff from two different relief agencies who were at
the Montana Hotel when it collapsed. Four people in
that group were rescued from the rubble of the hotel
late on Jan. 14.

Dixon died before rescuers could free him, contrary
to earlier reports from church leaders that he was
pulled out of the wreckage alive. Another United
Methodist colleague who was with him, the Rev.
Clinton Rabb, was in critical but stable condition in a
Florida hospital.

“Sam Dixon was a tireless servant of the church of
Jesus Christ on behalf of all of us,” said Bishop Joel
N. Martinez, interim top executive of the Board of
Global Ministries, UMCOR’s parent agency. “His
death is an incalculable loss to Global Ministries,
UMCOR and our worldwide ministry of relief to God’s
most vulnerable children. Our directors and staff
extend their condolences to Sam’s wife, Cindy, their
children, and their wider circle of friends and
colleagues.”
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Ministries since 1998. He became UMCOR'’s top

gency relief, long-term disaster
recovery, economic development,
health services and peace build-

ing.

The Rev. Tom Hazelwood, who
worked closely with Dixon at the
relief agency, thought of him more
as a brother than a boss. “He
treated me like a colleague and
always valued anything | had to
say. He did that for everybody.”

In fact, Dixon’'s emphasis on
building relationships is a model
for Hazelwood’'s own ministry.

“He understood better than

anyone | know the value of relationships,” he explained.
“Sam had lots of relationships on all levels. That's what
made him so good at what he did. He was able to bridge

gaps.”
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Roland Fernandes, the board’'s treasurer, said Dixon

enabled and encouraged others to do their very best.

Dixon offered significant leadership during periods of

transition at the mission agency in recent years, he added.

The Rev. Edith Gleaves, another board colleague, also

knew him as a devoted husband and father to his wife,
Cindy, and four daughters. As a fellow North Carolinian,

they would playfully spar over football rivalries during

board cabinet meetings. “He was a Carolina fan, I'm a
Duke fan,” she explained.
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In 60’s this area of development was referred

to as ‘psychosocial’ named for the theories of

o Erik Erikson. Today this area is called

Vicki Welsh, socio-emotional; but still refers to the process

Preschool of how a child develops his/her personality,

Director moral code, emotions, and social interactions.

All of which, researchers now believe, can aid

or hinder a child’s cognitive development to a far greater degree
then ever thought.

This is why we, as educators, are as concerned with whether a 2
year old can walk on her own into the Trolley room as we are to see
that she knows her colors. Can a 3 year old say ‘Good morning’ in
response to my greeting? Can a 4 year old tell me why he is
wearing mittens to school? Can a 5 year old tell me what he did
over the weekend? Each year of life brings to the child a greater
awareness of the world around them. The world teaches the child
how to deal with the good and the bad that life offers.

In a perfect world, every child would have a consistent set of loving
supportive adults that would help him/her navigate the road of life.
Teaching social skills, morals, how to handle emotions, and
supervision in play situations would be a part of a parent’s everyday
life with their child. But as we all know, two parent incomes,
divorce, changeable child care arrangements, frequent moves often
leave the child with having to figure things out on their own. Some
children do this successfully, many others not. Children seek
independent behavior at a surprisingly young age...learned fears
can greatly impede this necessary independence.

Here are some of the skills we look for in children 2-5 years of age:

2-3 years old — can correctly name simple emotions in themselves
and others. They can talk about emotions in the past, present and
future. “I will be happy when Santa comes!” Can talk about the
causes and consequences of some emotions and identify emotions
with certain situations. “I will be sad if Tommy takes my truck.”
Children at this age begin to use emotional language in their play.
Children will learn to initiate activity when they feel encouragement,
love and support. Children become self-conscience; they begin to
feel the emotions of guilt and embarrassment, though cannot name
them as such.

4-5 year olds — as language skills are exponentially developing,
children can reflect and consider emotions at a more complex level.
They can now understand and speak to the truth that the same
event can arouse different emotions in different people. They can
now demonstrate a sense of control over their reactions to events
that begin to fall within the range of social acceptability.

This is only a brief example in the socio-emotional domain. There
are areas of moral behavior, justice, gender identity as well as
issues of parenting style, abuse, divorce, and genetics. Yes, this
area of is complicated and diverse. But | hope this brief discussion
has given you a little insight on how this area of development can
affect a child’s cognitive development for good or ill.

Two events that the Westwood community
might be interested in:

February 16 and 17 -- Book Fair , sponsored
by Walden Books. Tuesday 12noon- 2pm,
Wednesday 11am-1 and 5pm- 7.

February 23 -- La Rosa fundraiser , Dine In,
Pick Up or Delivery present them with the
appropriate coupon and WMUC Preschool
will receive 20% of your order all day.

| do have about 2 dozen Panera coupon
strips left. Cost is $12.

It's time to register for

our 2010-11 programs.

Pick up information and
registration forms by the Preschool Bulletin
Board (lower Sunday School hallway) or
call Vicki Welsh at 661-1166. Partial scholar-
ships are available. Obtain scholarship
forms from Vicki Welsh. Deadline to register
is Monday, February 22 and the registration
fee is $80.00

Twinkling Star Class: 2 Year Olds: (by
9-01-10 -- May be in diapers) Mon. & Tues
9:30 a.m.-12:00 noon. Class limit is 10
children with two teachers.

Butterfly 1l Class: 3 Year Olds: (turning 4
after 1/11) Mon. & Tues., 9:30 a.m.-12:00
noon. Class limit is 12 children with two
teachers.

Butterfly 1l Class:3 Year Olds: (turning 4
before 1/11) Wed., Thurs. Fri,, 9:30 a.m.-
12:00 noon. Class limit is 14 children with
two teachers.

Bumblebee Class: 4 Year Olds:  (Not going
to kindergarten in 2011) Tues., Wed., &
Thurs., 9:30 a.m.-12:00 noon. Class limit is
12 children with two teachers.

Tell your friends and neighbors!
Registration for 2010-2011 is coming!
February 22-26. Call 661-1166 for a tour.




Children, Family, & Small Groups

I Crisis

River of Discipleship

WADE: Introduction to church and community
SWIM: Specifically studying topics of faith and developing
sense of community

Rev. Kathleen Kisner, p|VE: Dig deeper into understanding and living out of faith
Associate Pastor in

charge of Children &
Family Ministries,
Christian Education, &
Small Groups

COACH: Helping others to experience the love of Christ

already taken place.

Jump In! Bible Reading Guides Available

Do you wish you could read the Bible more faithful, but do not know where to begin? Are you looking for a way to
increase the intensity of your daily devotions? Discipleship Journal has produced three reading plans, all available in
the Welcome Center.

The 5x5x5 Bible Reading Plan (Wade): 5 minutes per day, 5 days per week, 5 ways to dig deeper. Takes
you through one chapter each day. Read the New Testament in one year.

Book-at-a-Time Bible Reading Plan (Swim): Intersperses Old and New Testament books in each month's
readings, with the four gospels spread throughout the year. Read the complete Bible in one year.
Discipleship Journal Bible Reading Plan (Dive): Read four places in God's Word every day to better grasp

the unity of the Scriptures. Read the complete Bible in one year.

Swiningly Good Class Offering for Winter Quarter

Doing Life Together (Swim): If you are looking to discover or deepen your purpose in life, this new small group is for you!
You can experience spiritual transformation through connecting, growing, developing, sharing and surrendering your life
to Christ. John Bennet will lead the group, starting in January, with the time determined by the participants.

For more information about class offerings or to register for a group, please contact Pastor Kathleen.

New Small Group-more info to come

Here is the schedule for the latest Club 56 events. They are open to all fifth and sixth

graders.

February 14, 2010 4-5:30 pm Destination Unknown
February 27, 2010 5-6:30 Regressive Dinner
March 14, 2010 4-5:30 Destination Unknown
March 21, 2010 morning Destination Unknown

Destination Unknown is a surprise field trip. Students know they are going somewhere,

but do not know the destination until their arrival. In this exciting process, they learn

more about God while having an exciting experience. Parents may check with the
leaders or email Pastor Kathleen for exact locations.

The Regressive Dinner will start at Josh and Jennifer Lemons home for desert, followed by the main course at the Pastor
Lee and Beth Strawhun’s home and finishing at Pastor Kathleen and Craig Kisner’s home with appetizers.

Up to date information is available on the website: www.wumc.cc

Faitls A Mission o Merey ter 2040

By Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

Tuesday, January 12, 2010 a 7.2 magnitude earthquake
devastated the Port-au-Prince area where most of the schools
and orphanages are located. As you watched the news that
week the comparison between Dante’s Inferno could not help but
be made. It is hell on earth.

Many schools and orphanages are in shambles. Kids were living
on the edge of a cliff both figuratively and in reality. Now, the cliff
has crumbled. Many pastors, teachers, and health care
providers are working directly with the kids and families in Haiti's
most impoverished sectors. The key to efficient and effective
assistance in Haiti is to get the resources directly to those
Haitians we have a relationship with, who are longtime trusted
friends, and who work with the poorest of the poor. As of
Sunday, the 17", over $1 million dollars has been given through
UMCOR, our mission arm on the ground.

Through UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee on Relief will be sending money to help first with the
most basic needs: food, water and shelter. Then | want to encourage us as a church to join a VIM
(volunteers in mission) trip later this year sponsored by UMCOR. Like Katrina, the devastation lasts a long
time and Haiti will need help for a long time.

| encourage you to contribute generously to our offering. Let us add to what other United Methodists are
doing. If you would like more information on the UMC and Haiti go to www.UMC.org or check our website at
Www.wumc.cCcC.
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A 2006 earthquake hazard study by C. DeMets and M. Wiggins-Grandison noted that the fault zone in the
Porte-au-Prince vicinity could be at the end of its seismic cycle and forecast a worst-case scenario of a
magnitude 7.2 earthquake. Paul Mann and a group including the 2006 study team presented a hazard
assessment to the 18th Caribbean Geologic Conference in March 2008, noting the large strain (overall
equivalent to a 7.2 M, earthquake); the team recommended "high priority" historical geologic rupture
studies, as the fault was fully locked and had recorded few earthquakes in the preceding 40 years. An
article published in Haiti's Le Matin newspaper in September 2008 cited comments by geologist Patrick
Charles to the effect that there was a high risk of major seismic activity in Port-au-Prince.
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