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Responding to                                   
God’s Call                           
to Make                                

Disciples of  
Jesus Christ 
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Hearing the testimony of her walk with God and how close she had 
come to ending her life shows me God is at work at Westwood United 
Methodist Church. Seeing the joy in his eyes as he continues on a 
climb of making a new life dramatically shows me God is at work 
through you, Westwood United Methodist Church. When the car drove 
up in the parking lot and I was introduced to another new neighbor I 
know God is at work with us, Westwood United Methodist Church. 
Over the last few weeks God has used us to encourage, guide, push, 
hug, cry with, support, pray, and risk for others because this is what 
God is all about – people. 

 
This summer I want to ask you a very personal question. A question that will guide us as 
a church into the future and tell us and our community just whose we are. This question 
isn’t asked because we are doing something wrong. Nor is it asked because we are in 
any sort of crisis, thank God we are healthy and slowly growing (witness our new      
members). The question: What is God leading Westwood United Methodist Church to be 
in 2020? 
 
Why this question? Because we are a church that wants to be what God wants us to be. 
We want to touch people’s lives and guide them to God’s love and peace; we desire to be 
a church whose name is associated with what is good and right about faith and justice 
and hope and love, family and community. Because we are doing good work now, we 
want to do even better work with God in 2020. So let us spend a decade or less to            
answer this but we only have a decade to move towards the answers. Let’s continue this 
decade involved in current ministries, but use this decade to do new things. Let us use 
this decade of prayer, study, consensus, support, adding new families realizing that 2020 
is only 10 years away.  
 
Without a vision the people, the church, perishes. 
When Nehemiah went to the wall the vision was to repair it.  
When Joshua went to the wall the vision was to destroy it. 
When Jesus went to the wall the outcome was a split curtain in the Temple. 
When Westwood United Methodist Church goes to the wall it is for the God given 2020 
vision. Our wall? Prayer 2020. 
 
This summer we’ll have home meetings to ask this question and hear the leading of God. 
 
 
 

 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is the senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church 
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“He handed out gifts…. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ’s body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.”��������������������������������������
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Food Pantry 
In honor of  Judy & Ed Hearn 50th Wedding Anniversary by 
Wilma & Herbert Beigel 
In memory of Lee Nichols by Elaine & Dick Powers 
 
Ministers Discretionary Fund 
In memory of David Cottrill by Holly Hobbie 
 
Memorial Fund 
In memory of Lee Nichols by Marti Alexander 
In memory of Lee Nichols by Mr. & Mrs. William Geiler, Jr. 
In memory of Lee Nichols by Wes & Connie Lampe 
In memory of Lee Nichols by Jerry & Mandy Schnell 
In memory of Lee Nichols by Helmut & Mischell Wolfram 
 
Library Fund 
In memory of Ernest Tancous by Jean Tancous 

By Sharon Spaulding, Chimes Editor 
 
Don’t act big; don’t act little. Just act medium, so 
stated the first rules made up by children who had 
just completed their first cardboard clubhouse.  In 
2002, I created my own “clubhouse” for children, a 
501-c3 organization called Kidz Character Club. 
Over the years, the “clubhouse” has been in differ-
ent locations but now meets in God’s Backyard 
here at Westwood.  For the most part, we follow 
the clubhouse rule: we try not to act big or little—
just medium.  Every first and third Saturday of the 
month, five terrific volunteers and I go back to that 
place in time when things were hard to reach, 
words were difficult to pronounce, keeping still 
was a promethean task, and seeing knees was 
more common than seeing faces. For four hours 
each month we enter this world and respectfully 
work to shape it with five character qualities born 
from the character of God--persistence, trustwor-
thiness, courage, caring, and a positive attitude. 
The big one at our club is God. 
 

Every now and then, children will grasp how big 
He is and their eyes go wide.  I look for that.  It 
happened the Saturday of Holy week.  Our             
character quality was trustworthiness. Even our              
non-churched children had heard stories that 
week of Calvary, Jesus’ death on the cross and 
resurrection from the dead. Some pretty                  
unbelievable stuff!  How can children learn about 
trustworthiness with stories that seem so                    
unbelievable!  No one can love enough to be 
beaten into oblivion and then nailed to a tree to 
die a slow death!  And this stuff about a two ton 
rock rolling away and this guy rising from the   

Congratulations to Kyle & Lyndsee Ballinger on the birth of their 
son, Greyson Kyle. Kim & Bob Dobbs are the proud grandpar-
ents and Gene Kramer is the proud great grandfather. 

dead—unbelievable!  These stories come from the Bible, 
God’s Word, and we’re suppose to trust it?  Were we being 
wrong to pander to the naiveté of children? Were we asking 
them to model and trust one who could say such outlandish 
things? 
 

To grapple with these ideas, we used our imaginations. 
Changing identity, the children became journalists with time-
traveling abilities.  They traveled back 1700 years BC to 
cover an old guy  claiming to be a prophet, the mouth of 
God, taking notes and preaching to the Hebrews.  Isaiah,          
meaning  salvation, was full of it. 1700 years before it           
happens, Isaiah 53  tells us about what the kids had been 
hearing all week.  
 

Confused,  we “time-traveled” 1700 years ahead to a           
Jerusalem site where people had just witnessed Isaiah’s 
prophesy—the servant who was “exalted and lifted 
up” (Isaiah 52:13-15); who was “despised and rejected by 
others”… (Isaiah 53:2) the servant who was wounded for our 
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, upon him was the         
punishment that made us whole (Is 53-4-6). People de-
scribed the death on the cross and the actual resurrection of 
Jesus. They had seen it with their own eyes!  Incredible! 
 

Still confused, we loaded ourselves on to our time capsule, 
speeding from the first century AD to 1947 where we 
dawned our archeological gear near the Dead Sea.             
Complete with pith helmets and tools in hand, we dug our 
way into the Dead Sea Scrolls. Tens of thousands of scroll 
fragments—original texts from scripture were carried from 
eleven caves, many protected in pottery jars with lids. And 
you know what?  Isaiah 53 was there –all 166 words!  Eyes 
widened!  That was it—the children got it! Is God’s Word 
worthy of our trust?  And all the kids said, amen. (They       
actually shouted, YES!) 

SPC Jeremy Hilton 
CMR 405 Box # 4612 
APO AE 09034-4612 
 

A1C Robert Muirheid 
HHC, 1/6th Inf  
8424 West Ruth Ave. 
Peoria, Arizona 85345 
 

LCPL Justin Crone 
PMB 73 
1335 East Western Blvd. 
Jacksonville, NC 28546 

The disciplines of Lent have been replaced with the 
Good News of Easter. Our Lord has conquered 
death, the grave is empty, Christ has risen! During 
those past weeks of Lent we were inspired through 
the Lenten meditations full of experiences and       
insights written by our Church family. For this I want 
to say “thank you” to each of you who answered the 
call to share those insightful moments. Over and over 
I have heard many say how they have enjoyed the 
meditations. Some “cheated”, reading through the 
book all at once, right away, and then reading them 
on their designated day. Also, thanks to the office 
staff, Lonette and Sharon, who put the booklet to-
gether as the E-mails, faxes and penned  meditations 
arrived. I am so grateful to you all! 
    Gratefully, 
    Elisabeth Anger 

Dear Westwood Congregation, 
 

A grateful “THANK YOU” to all of our dear friends at 
Westwood for the many expressions of sympathy on 
the death of Reverend David Cottrill in December. 
 

We appreciate the many cards, notes, phone calls 
and the memorial gifts given in his memory to both 
Westwood and Monfort Heights United Methodist 
Churches. 
 

May God Bless you all. 
 

Much love, 
Susan Cottrill, 
Kathleen, Karen & their families 

Thanks, Westwood Family, you have 
done it again! On April 13th a package 
containing 155 seed packets valued at 
$185.40 was sent to Jackson Area Minis-
tries in southeastern Ohio. There were 
packets of bean, broccoli, carrots, squash, 
tomatoes, turnip seeds and all those good 
vegetables in between. Last year the ministry                
envisioned helping over 3,000 families plant their own 
vegetable gardens, creating opportunities for the         
satisfaction of gardening and harvesting crops of 
vegetables for their families meals.    Elisabeth Anger 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the families and friends of 

Leila ‘Lee’ Nichols, mother of Jennie Goodson, who passed 

April 1; Ruth Sieger, mother of Myrle Sieger, who passed away 
Feb. 25, and Mary Daughters, aunt of Pat McMullen, who 

passed away March 18, 2010.  
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8:30 AM Communion             
Service, Chapel 

9:30 AM Traditional Service                    
Sanctuary 

10:00 AM New Covenant  
Chapel 

11:00 AM The Journey                
Epworth Hall 

 �
 
 
 
 
 

May 2 
Study of Jude 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 
 
 
 
 

May 9 
Mother’s Day 

Rev. Kathleen Kisner 
 
 
 
 

May 16 
Confirmation Sunday 

Joshua Lemons 
 
 
 
 
 

May 23 
Theodicy, Why Bad 

Things Happen, 
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           “… Life is at work in you.”  (from 2 Corinthians 4:12) 
 

The life of the risen Jesus Christ is clearly at work in Westwood United 
Methodist Church, a fact that was evident throughout Holy Week and 
Easter Sunday.  I praise and thank God for the many people who 
helped to make the Living Last Supper, the community Good Friday 

service, and our Easter Sunday worship celebrations so meaningful. 
  

In the upcoming months, the Worship and Arts Ministry will be engaged in projects dedicated to 
keeping the life of Christ at work in our church, by reaching out to our Westwood neighbors, 
proclaiming God’s glory in song, and helping the children of our community experience the Holy 
Spirit through music.  Three of these projects are in the form of concerts:  At 6:00 PM on April 
24 and June 26, our praise band Godspeed will partner with the Evangelism Team to present 
free concerts on the lawn at My Neighbor’s Place.  Between these events, at 2:30 PM on May 
16 in the sanctuary, the annual Sundae Concert will take place, featuring a community gospel 
choir presenting the musical celebration Declare Your Name, followed by an ice cream social 
for all who attend.   
 

Finally, with summer on the way, it’s time to get ready for Kids’ Music Camp 2010, which will 
take place from July 26-30, 1 to 4 PM each day.  There’s a new development this year:  The 
camp is now open not only to kids ages 6 through twelve, but will also include a special        
program for 3-to-5-year-olds.  As always, the camp will feature singing, playing instruments, 
making crafts, snacks, and lots of fun, and is free of charge.   This is a great way for kids to  
experience the life of Christ for themselves.  To register children for this year’s Kids’ Music 
Camp, and to find out how to get involved with the Worship and Arts ministry in general, contact 
me anytime. 
 

Making a joyful noise, 
 Mike Kelly, Director of Worship and Arts 
 661-3139, ext. 113, mike@wumc.cc 

 From Glen Schulte 

As the Director of this year’s Living Last Supper, there are 
a few people I wanted to extend a heartfelt thanks to.   John Netzley: Set construction assistance 
and materials; Karen Romero:  Costumes Duncan, Cordrey, Ken Coleman, and Mike Kelly: Stage 
design, construction and set-up; Beth Burg :  Assistance with direction and program editing.  Mike 
Kelly: Coordination of ushers and  musical support. Members of our Choir: Lending us their in-
credible voices. Lou Koenig:  Our amazing soloist, thank you for inspiring our faith through the gift 
of song. Scott Kimmel:  Musical accompaniment; Cliff McMahon, Ginny Michael, Greg Smith, Ron 
Grimmer:  Ushers; Ken Coleman:  lighting support.   Shelby   Tekulve:  Audio/Tech support. Office 
Staff and Jack Ensminger,  Publicity, clerical support and program production.  Pastor Kath-
leen:  Spiritual Support and introduction.Tim Nienaber, Lloyd Pemberton, Ken Burg, Bill Thomp-
son, Jim Wildeman, Pastor Lee Strawhun, Josh Lemons, Tom Jones, Adam Luthman, Steve Gat-
sos, Dave Tekulve, Duncan Cordrey and Kary Bottoms, and Skip Jackson:  This year’s Amazing 
Cast for the hours you spent in preparation and your         passionate performances.  You truly 
transported us back in time to Christ’s table and inspired us to ask of ourselves….“Is it I?”   
  
As the director, this was the first time I have watched from a spectator’s point of view and the pro-
duction was truly touching and powerfully inspiring.   
Thank you and God bless.  
 

Tickets on sale in gym beginning     
Sunday, April 25                                         

or call Dona McMahon, 574-3420 or 
Gail Blankenship, 853-2361 

Ages 12-89  $6.00 
4-11  $3.00 

Under 4 and over 89-FREE 
You’ll have a great time. Guaranteed! 
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RSVP to Dona McMahon at           
574-3420, and remember 

food pantry items. 

 

 

Montfort/Vath – May 18th, 9:30 am, Parlor 
 

Coleman/Hearn– April 18th, TBA, Anne Nickerson 

 

Fellowship – May 19th, 7:00 pm, Haskell’s home 
 

Brandt/Freeman, May 20th, 11:30am LaRosa’s Boudinot  
 

Anger – May 20th, 10 am, Library  
 

Knitting – May 24th, 7 pm, Rev. Kisner home  

working part time, but when I returned to teaching, time was 
very limited.  I did manage to embroider a tablecloth and nap-
kins for each of my future daughters-in-law, one of which was 
on display.  
 
It was after I retired from teaching in 2003 that I had time to try 
new things.  At my daughter-in-law’s request, she and I at-
tended a one day class at Best Friends Quilt Shop (then at 
Cheviot and Galbraith Roads; now located on Colerain Avenue) 
and prepared her t-shirts for a quilt.  After finishing that one, I 
knew what I was going to do with all son Mark’s shirts that were 
sitting on a shelf in our closet.  That was in 2004.  Two more 
classes (multiple sessions each) at Best Friends showed me 
the basics of Stained Glass Quilting (nativity scene) and “Split 
and Stitch Applique Quilting (sunflower picture). 
 
Remember all those snowy days in February?  That is when I 
began Jay’s t-shirt quilt, suggested by his wife Amy as a perfect  
gift for his 40th birthday (April 24th).  She mailed me his shirts 
from the rear of his closet, knowing he would not miss them 
even though he was adamant that she not throw them out!  His 
quilt details his life from his senior year in the Oak Hills band 
and college to working, beginning a family, and developing 
many new interests after his move to Sacramento.  The hands 
and feet on it belong to his two boys, now ages ten and seven.  
It will be mailed to him soon! 
 
What do I enjoy most about my hobby?  It is a time of peaceful 
reflection, a time to dwell on all God’s goodness,  and the fulfill-
ment of using my talent to create beauty and share it with           
others.  

By Charlene 
Hopman 
 
My love for          
embroidery was 
cultivated early 
in my life by my 
mother  who 
taught me to 
embroider when 
I was eight or 
nine years old.  

Each summer I would complete a couple of animal               
designs which were formed into a quilt when I was in 8th 
grade.  It won a blue ribbon in the Bridgetown Elementary 
School craft and hobby show.  
  
The next project was a shawl, embroidered with brightly 
colored yarn, forming a display of flowers.  The “deadline 
date,” which I achieved, was Easter Sunday when I was in 
the 10th grade. Following that I began embroidering a ta-
blecloth and six napkins, mostly in the summers during 
high school and college years.  I remember feeling a lot of 
pressure to get it finished before getting married at age 22.  
A college roommate taught me to knit my senior year and I 
made Ray a ski sweater for Christmas and then one to 
match his for myself.  I still have those but his now fits me 
and mine, well….  Three years ago, I joined UMW’s     
Knitting Circle and was able to refresh my skill by knitting 
prayer shawls for those in the congregation who are going 
through a difficult time. I embroidered several baby             
pictures as gifts when the boys were small and I was  

NEW INTERPRETER’S BIBLE (set of 12) 
 

For sale: The New Interpreter’s Bible 12 volume set, 
Abingdon Press, c. 1994. Full texts and   critical 
notes of the New International Version (NIV) and the 
New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Bible 
in parallel columns.          Numerous visual aids 
(illustrations, maps, charts, and timeline) enhance 
understanding and ease of use. Condition – like 
new. $565.00. Great gift idea: graduation, ordina-
tion, wedding, birthday, Mother’s Day, or Father’s 
Day. Contact: Mrs. David B. (Susan) Cottrill (513)
245-0599 or Bill Teets (513)284-4612. 

 
Our church hosted the 
homeless families during 
the very busty Easter week: 
it all worked out really well! 
We started out with three 
families, all with older     

children between 8 and 16 years old. By Tuesday 
two families left (One found housing! Yeah!). And 
later in the week two more families joined us with 
seven children between 8 months and 4 years, 
quite a change! Due to the generosity of several 
people we were able to      provide Easter baskets 
for the families filled with candy, cuddly stuffed  
animals and games and   puzzles on Easter   
morning. Thank you everyone! All the families need 
our prayers: here are two prayer requests: 
 

T.G. writes: “What I need the church to pray for me 
is to get my income back so I can gain permanent 
housing, to pay rent and have deposits for such 
things like furniture and beds for the children and 
myself. Thank you.” 
 

Hi my name is S.R. I have three little blessings that 
look to me to provide for them. Right now their dad 
can’t be here, although he would move mountains 
to be here. We would appreciate if you would pray 
for our family. We ask that you pray for our health, 
getting and keeping a place, as well as getting and 
keeping a more stable job. We also ask that you 
pray for our health and protection. And last, but not 
least, we ask that you pray for their father, his 
name is D., he’s in desperate need of it. He made a 
mistake while he was an adolescent, and it caught 
up with him, which is why he is incarcerated. We 
also just found out that he has cancer around his 
heart. And both our mothers worry so much that it 
stresses them; and causes them to be sicker than 
what they are.  Thank you very much for your    
hospitality, your care and most of all, your prayers. 
Thank You, God Bless. 

a founder and Executive         
Director of One Way 

Led byLed by  

Barbara CondoBarbara Condo  
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For more information on youth ministries, contact Josh Lemons, Director  of Student Ministries, josh@wumc.cc, (513) 661 3139 

Volunteers don't get paid, not be-
cause they're worthless, but be-
cause they're priceless 













 

By Gordon Hone 
 
This month we welcomed Rev. Angelo Puopollo, the new interim pastor at 
St. James Episcopal Church, who has shown a strong interest in what we 
do at My Neighbor’s Place. He will become involved by doing some of the 
weekly devotions. Hopefully his interest will lead to more involvement by his 
congregation. It was a pleasure to have him join us and we are always     
looking for other community churches to get involved at My Neighbor’s 
Place. This makes it truly a community organization. 
 
At our last Board Meeting we discussed how we could advance My 
Neighbor’s Place with new programs and involve people to lead these pro-
grams. A survey form has been developed and will be available for people 
to express their level of interest in these programs. We ask that you think 
about your passions and see how you could use them to help expand what 
we do at My Neighbor’s Place. 
 
If you need help with yard cleanup, we have several gentlemen who would 
be willing to help. They will do yard cleanup, spread mulch and other              
outside work. These gentlemen have done work for me personally and I can 
recommend them. We have established a rate of $10.00 per hour and you 
provide the tools. If you are interested you can contact them directly at the 
following numbers: Keith  541-2064; Dennis  476-8627; Kenny 919-8183 or 
276-6625; Willie  720-5882. If you would prefer to contact me, you may do 
so at 922-4206. 
 
As you plant your gardens this summer you may want to plant an extra   
tomato plant or other vegetables to provide some fresh vegetables for those 
who come to the Food Pantry. Later this summer when things start to pro-
duce there will be a box next to the regular Food Pantry box where you can 
deposit your fresh produce. 
 

CALLING ALL FISHERMEN. We are in the process of planning a fishing 
trip for the men of My Neighbor’s Place. If you would like to participate and 
could drive a couple gentlemen to the “fishing hole”, please contact me at 
922-4206. At this point in time we are planning to go on Saturday, June 
12th. The WHERE has not been determined but if you fishermen can             
recommend a good spot, please let me know. We hope to catch enough 
fish to have a fish fry at our June Men’s Social. If we don’t catch enough, 
we’ll have to go Krogering. I think this will be a great opportunity for the fish-
ermen of the churches to meet the fishermen of My Neighbor’s Place and 
get acquainted with each other.  
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By Josh Lemons, Director of Student Ministry 

During the past couple months the students and I have been reading through Messy Spirituality by            
Michael Yaconelli in LifeGroups. I figured I would take 
some time and do a book summary and review for 
those of you who might consider reading this title.  

 
This is one of several books that Michael Yaconelli has writ-
ten. Most of his books as you may or may not know have 
been on Youth Ministry. Michael Yaconelli is the co-founder 
of Youth Specialties, with Wayne Rice, that has been 
around since 1969 (when Youth Ministry really began to be 
prevalent). 
 
From the back: 
“Do you feel like: I don’t pray enough, I don’t read my Bible 
enough, I don’t share my faith enough, I don’t love God 
enough, I’m not committed enough, I’m not spiritual 
enough...Then this book is for you...We spend most of our 
lives worried about what we don’t do instead of what we have done, focused on our imperfections instead of God’s 
fondness for the imperfect...we’ve been bombarded to believe that Christianity is about perfection.” 
 
This book speaks boldly to me and the students who read it. Mike addresses major issues that we all face like:             
perfectionism, not feeling worthy of grace, boot-strap spirituality, convictions and much more. 
 
I really believe the book is summed up in this quote that Mike uses in his chapter, The Ugliness of Rejection, 
“From one religious camp we’re told that what God wants is obedience, or sacrifice, or adherence to the right doc-
trines, or morality. Those are the answers offered by conservative churches. The more therapeutic churches suggest 
that no, God is after our contentment, or happiness, or self-actualization, or something else along those lines. He is 
concerned about all these things, of course, but they are not his primary concern. What he is after is us--our laughter, 
our dreams, our fears, our heart of hearts.” Brent Curtis and John Eldredge, Sacred Romance. 
 
Messy Spirituality tries to put to death so many of the “Christian thoughts” about what it means to be a Christian. In-
stead it returns to a “child-like” faith: one of wonder, one of rest and excitement.  
 
It is filled with anecdotal stories from Mike’s life about the scandalous nature of our God—a God who reaches      
beyond human bounds, doctrines, and works in places we would never allow Him to work. At times, Mike’s theology 
is “problematic”...but I can’t help hearing a passion and fervent tone in his voice as he talks about Jesus and his     
desire to know Him more. 
 
I must admit that I was deeply transformed by this book when I was in High School. I read it, and many of his 
thoughts and theology I’ve adopted such as:  
· The concept of slowing down in life. Man has set out at tremendous speed...to go nowhere. Jacques Ellul, The            

Presence of the Kingdom  
· The fact that God enters into our messiness. He enters our chaos and redeems the mess. When we sin and 

mess up our lives, we find that God doesn’t go off and leave us--he enters in to our trouble and saves us. 
Eugene Peterson, A Long Obedience in the Same Direction 

 
These two things in and of themselves have helped shape my Theology. And I recommend this book to anyone who 
hasn’t read it, or anyone who thinks they “don’t do Christianity right.” 
 
I think the best way to sum up the book is by it’s subtitle: God’s annoying love for imperfect people 
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Preschool has been making strides toward        
creating an atmosphere of radical hospitality,     
risk-taking mission, and extravagant generosity.  
Take a look at some of the changes we have 
made. 
 

A designated Stork Lot now enables families to 
buddy up, leave their infants in the car safely while 

another parent runs the older children into school.  This also alleviates 
the stress of parents having to lug their young ones around in inclement 
weather.  A  place for moms to meet and talk in the Trolley Room has 
been made friendlier with the  addition of comfy furniture giving early 
arrivals a place to sit, wait, and chat.   
 

Our programming now includes a family event every month. Beginning 
with a family picnic in August at Harvest Home, we host a Parents’ Club 
Meeting, Family Dinner, Conferences, Open House, or a Grands’ Café.  
As part of the Strengthening Families initiative in the 45211       
neighborhood, we also offer to our families Parents Cafes and other 
learning opportunities held here at WUMC and elsewhere in the area. 
 

Parents now have their own Parent Buzz Board, designated bulletin 
boards in the Trolley Room where they can put up announcements, 
messages, or view information of current interest to families.  We            
recently just took down the new booster seat law that now will carry a 
citation for violating. 
 

We have purchased a video/discussion program that provides wonderful 
springboards for parent discussions.  Some of the topics include: styles 
of parenting and its influence on your child;  effective discipline;      
teaching problem-solving and positive values.   
 

One of the most visible efforts has been to make a home visit to every 
family enrolled in Preschool during the month of July.  I made it in 2009 
and plan to do the same in 2010! At that visit, I see a very different child 
than the one who first came to visit at WUMC.  My being on  that child’s 
turf allows her to be more relaxed and animated. Rather than mailing 
out a great number of papers that will often not get read, I go through 
each paper with the parent so they hear and understand the importance 
of each.  I also take a gift to the child from their classroom teacher for 
safe keeping.  On the first day of school they bring the item to school 
and it will be combined with all the other items to create something   
special! 
 

Ahh…we continue to think of ways to help our Preschool families.  Our 
most ambitious program to date is the Extended Care Program.  Not a 
Day Care Program, it is instead a program that supports a family’s need 
for just a little help for some hours of care before or after the preschool 
morning.  This allows the parent to get to work on time and perhaps a 
grandparent will pick up at noon.  Or a parent is taking an afternoon 
class and needs a little help until 4pm.  The times are flexible,      
changeable, and reasonably priced.  Parents can rest assured that their 
child will be cared for by a qualified, certified, experienced teacher in the 
safe environment of WUMC.  
 

Radical hospitality, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant 
generosity…that’s what drives our creativity in developing programs that 
can best alleviate the stress  and anxiety that today’s families            
experience daily. Yes, it is still very important to prepare children      
academically for kindergarten…and we still do that very well.  However,  
children are not in a good place to learn if their social/emotional needs 
are not met.   

Vicki Welsh,  
Preschool               
Director 
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Twinkling Stars:    CLOSED 
Butterfly II:            5 SEATS AVAILABLE 
Butterfly III:          CLOSED 
Bumblebees:        CLOSED 
Frogs:                   1 SEAT AVAILABLE 
F. Frogs:               CLOSED 
EXTENDED CARE:    2 SEATS AVAILABLE 

 
4O Returning students and 23 new students.  
7 more students than enrolled for 2009-2010 
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**Thank you to all who made donations to the 
Preschool Rummage Sale, came to shop, 
and made monetary donations.  I am writing 
this in advance of the Sale so I can’t speak to 
its success yet.  Look for a report in next 
month’s Chimes. 
 
**Thank you to all who patronized our first 
Book Fair.  We hope you found the shopping 
convenient. We wanted to create an         
atmosphere of hospitality with the serving of 
refreshments.  If there are certain books that 
you would like to see us carry next year, 
please call Vicki – 661-1166.  I am writing 
this in advance of the Sale so I will report in 
next month’s Chimes what profit we made.  It 
will be minimal because we wanted to offer 
the books at the best price possible to you 
the shopper. 
 
**Our current efforts are turned to next years’ 
school year.  We are in the midst of our 
spring Flower Sale.  You should have found 
an order form in your Sunday bulletin.  Many 
of you bought flowers from us last year and 
were very pleased.  Robben Greenhouses 
are once again supplying the flowers to us.  
A reminder that pick-up days for your flowers 
will be Tuesday, May 4 and Wednesday, May 
5 at your convenience in Eckel Hall. 

 

Many of you know the powerful, moving story of the Passion Play and have dreamed of the  opportunity one day to 
witness this magnificent presentation.  
 

Thanks to Educational Opportunities (EO), this cherished opportunity now exists. You will want to be a part of this   
historic pilgrimage and join the Bishop, Char and our fellow West Ohio United Methodists as we share the experi-
ence of this privileged pilgrimage. 
 
 

                                                              Basic Information     
 

Date: July 20, 2010 Event: A nine-day pilgrimage in the heart of Europe centering on the  Oberammergau Passion 
Play and including visits to Innsbruck, Salzburg and   magnificent historic castles and cathedrals. You will stay in a 
picturesque village in the Wipptal region of Austria in a chalet type family hotel. 
  
Cost: $2,998 plus $348 from Cincinnati to our international departure city plus $298 for the Passion Play ticket. 
There will be additional fees. Your basic cost includes round trip international  airfare, deluxe motor coaches, first 
class hotels, guided sightseeing, entrance fees, and breakfast and dinner daily. This pilgrimage only occurs once 
every ten years, so take advantage of this opportunity as prices will undoubtedly increase in ten years. Contact Pas-
tor Lee and Beth Strawhun soon! 
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From the liturgy, to the history, to the cooking, the Sedar Meal was a time of joyful, soulful reflection.  Approximately 
120 people gathered to recall the miraculous ways of God in preserving his people, and the rituals passed through 
generations to preserve the memories. 

The Koenigs (left) and the 
Wesmates (above) provide 

the meal. 
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Promotion Sunday 
 
Do you remember when school would end 

and immediately you would relate to being 

in the next grade?  Do you remembering 
answering the summer question of “what 

grade are you in?” with “I’m going in to” a 

certain grade?  For the first time, our    

children will be moving into their new 
grades in the spring.  On Sunday, May 30 

all children will be in their new classrooms.  

This means the new first graders will move 

upstairs to God’s Backyard and the new 

seventh graders will be part of the youth program.  The children 
will have an opportunity to meet their new teachers before the 

summer schedule begins. 

Rev. Kathleen Kisner,  
Associate Pastor in  

charge of Children &  
Family Ministries,                                               

Christian Education, & 
Small Groups                                                             

Vacation Bible School is blasting off soon!  This galactic       
experience requires lots of help from adults and youth.  Rocket 
into VBS as a crew leader or help in a variety of areas, such as 
music, arts & crafts, storytelling, snacks or recreation.  Helpers 
are also needed for technology and the opening and closing 
times.  VBS goes into orbit on July 18th.  The evening session 
will be July 18-23 from 6-8:30 pm and the day session will be 
July 19-24 from 9:30 am until noon.  Both groups will gather on 
July 25th for a colossal closing celebration for the whole family!  
For more information, contact Pastor Kathleen or Charlotte 
Hahn. 

Evening Session starts 
 

July 18—23   
6pm  until 8:30 pm 

 
Day Session starts 

 

July 19 –24 
9:30-noon 

Summer Sunday School 
 
Starting June 6, the             

summer Sunday school 
schedule will begin.     

Children wil l attend      

worship as usual, but there 

are changes in the 9:30 

classrooms.  The nursery 
and two year old room will 

remain the same.  Children, age 3 through             

kindergarten, will meet in the Bumblebee room on the 

first floor.  Children going in to grades 1 through 6 will 
meet in God’s Backyard on the second floor.  Sunday 

school during The Journey will remain the same. 

VBS Booster 
The children who attend Vacation Bible School 

have a great time, but what about the children in 
the neighborhood who cannot make it to the 

church?   

 

Let’s take VBS to them!  Blast into the      
neighborhood with a two hour, all encompassing 

adventure that lands on the doorsteps (okay-it’s 

really the parking lot) of our area children.   

 

If you love VBS, but cannot help for the whole 
week or you just love being with children, than 

this is the ministry for you!  To help add boosters 

to our out of sight VBS program, contact Pastor 

Kathleen. 
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