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Responding to                                   
God’s Call                           
to Make                                

Disciples of  
Jesus Christ 
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This We Believe, Thinking for a Change, The Wounded Warrior, 

Daily Celebration, and The Running Book are just five books that 
are on my shelves in my home office. All of them say something 

about me just as the books about your house reveal you. Just 

what they reveal may be up for grabs, but it is true that what we 

read or don’t read, how we spend our time or don’t, who we are 
with or not, reveal our lives to others.   

  

This past week Beth and I and four other couples from our church 

attended the Family LIfe Weekend to Remember which focused 

on marriage and the joy of husbands and wives in God’s wonder 
of companionship. It was a delight to be with my love and spend 

this retreat time. (More on this later on this in another Lee’s Look). 

One of our presenters was Tim Downs, an author and speaker, who volunteers with   

Family Life for these conferences. Tim told us that writers of mysteries start out with an 

idea and then ask the question, “what if?” What if you knew that tomorrow you would .....? 
What if in the late hour of the day the phone rang with a different ring? What if you had to 

defend the books on your shelf? Asking the “what if” question begs for answers to          

directions and reasons for events and decisions. ‘What if’ is an honest question to ask. 

  
What if you would consider yourself dead to sin and alive to Christ? (Romans 6) 

What if you set your minds on the things above and not on the things on earth? (Col 3) 

What if you let Christ give you the strength to live lively? (John 15) 

What if you gave up the past and just pressed on to live for Christ? (Philippians 3) 

  
Lent to me is a “what if” time to practice how I want to be. I have some pretty big what if’s 

for this season.  

· To memorize John 15 

· To exercise everyday 

· To spend time in the word and prayer and pray daily with Beth 

· To not drink soda - ugh!!! 

· To practice the “what if” of obedience 

  

What if this week, the week you read this or re-read this article, you lived life in the ‘what 

if’ of doing and being the person Jesus says you are? 
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Pastor………………………………Lee Strawhun 
Associate Pastor………………  Kathleen Kisner 
Visitation Pastor………………..David Schneider 
Director of Student Ministries……Josh Lemons 
Minister of Worship & Arts ……….Michael Kelly 
Organist…………………………….Scott Kimmell 
Preschool Director…………………..Vicki Welsh 
Financial Secretary ………   Carol Krumpelbeck  
Building Superintendent……….Duncan Cordrey 
Food Service…………………….Pam Christman 

“He handed out gifts…. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ’s body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.”��������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������	
���
��	�����	

By Elaine Powers 
This past month, the Mission Team finalized sending support to the following Worldwide Mission Projects, 
funded generously by the Easter/Christmas Offerings 2010 of our congregation.  The following projects             
received donations. 
· Wings of the Morning- Southern Congo, Africa – Provides air transportation for church leaders, persons-in 

mission, medical emergencies and salary support for the pilot-mechanic. 
· Grace Children’s Hospital – Haiti – Hospital and care programs. 
· Wesley Education Center for Children and Families- Cincinnati -  Care and service for children and              

parents in Avondale area. 
· Henderson Settlement – Frakes, KY.- Child care, educational programs, agricultural and economic               

development. 
· Urban Santa Cruz Children’s Ministry – Walter Henry Complex, Santa Cruz, Bolivia – Ministries for street 

children. 
· Bethlehem Bible College – Bethlehem, West Bank, Palestine -  Educational Institution for local Arab    

Christians. 
· Hope Secondary School – Beit Jala, West Bank, Palestine – Education and relief for disadvantaged youth. 
· Jerusalem Princess Basma Center for Disabled Children – West Bank, Palestine – Occupational,                  

recreational, rehabilitation therapy; supplies; workshops, 
· Nyembo Umpunga Community Health Program – Congo, Africa -  Health care project. 
· Nyembo Umpungu Agricultural Project – Congo, Africa – Materials for experiential education for local 

farmers 
· Missionaries Guillermo Berman in Mexico; Chris and Sue Champion in Moscow, Russia; Alex and Brenda 

Awad in Palestine. 
 

Our prayers and condolences go out to the friends and families of 

Grace Wendt, Robby Robison and Mabel Arleth who all passed 

away February 22 .  Also, Audrey Bertha (Alexander) Shinkle 

passed away February 27, and David Cregar, son of Donald and 

Lois Cregar, passed away March 10, 2011. 

Memorial Fund 

In memory of Thomas Grooms by Dolores E. Ehlen 

In memory of Thomas Grooms by Mary Lyon 

In memory of Grace Wendt by Becky Leonard & Family 

In memory of Thomas Grooms by Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hearn 
 

Ministers’ Discretionary Fund 

In memory of Thomas Grooms by Fred and Chris Tritschler 
 

My Neighbors’ Place, Food Pantry 

In memory of Tom Grooms by Sally Dessauer 
 

Wesmates Fund 

In memory of Myra Hartley by Jack and ElDoris Bunch 

In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Bob and June Brandt 
 

Winkler Fund 

In memory of Thomas Grooms by Dorothy Bauer   

We appreciate your remembering and honoring the lives that 
have touched your own by contributing to the following funds. 
Thank you. 

�

��������������������

����	�
�����


���������

�
����������������������������

�������������������

������	�������������


���
�������������������

�����������
�

��������������� !" �

#�����������������	�������������������������������� ��������#�����������������	�������������������������������� ��������#�����������������	�������������������������������� ��������#�����������������	�������������������������������� ��������

�
��
���
��$����
����
�$���
����������������������� �������
��
���
��$����
����
�$���
����������������������� �������
��
���
��$����
����
�$���
����������������������� �������
��
���
��$����
����
�$���
����������������������� ������

�
��
������
�����
��$������������������
��	�
���
��
������
�����
��$������������������
��	�
���
��
������
�����
��$������������������
��	�
���
��
������
�����
��$������������������
��	�
��

������
������������
�����
%��������
��%����������
������������
�����
%��������
��%����������
������������
�����
%��������
��%����������
������������
�����
%��������
��%����

��

��
%��$�����
�����
������
��
�������������������

��
%��$�����
�����
������
��
�������������������

��
%��$�����
�����
������
��
�������������������

��
%��$�����
�����
������
��
�����������������

�������	�
���������������������������������	�
���������������������������������	�
���������������������������������	�
��������������������������& &&&���� ��'�#�
���
 ��'�#�
���
 ��'�#�
���
 ��'�#�
���
 �



� � � � � 	 �

 

������������
	�
�� �������


������������
���������������� �

 
 

8:30 AM Communion             
Service, Chapel 

9:30 AM Traditional Service                    
Sanctuary 

10:00 AM New Covenant  
Chapel 

11:00 AM The Journey                
Epworth Hall 

  






������
������������
������������
������������
������
 



�����
��
�����������
��
�����������
��
�����������
��
������
 




 
February 27  

The Future is Ours 
 Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
March 6  

Rehearsing the Gospel 
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
March 9  

Ash Wednesday 
Predicament &  

Possibility 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
March 13  

Alive in Christ  
Joshua Lemons 

 
March 20  

Prayer 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
March 27  

Prayer as Surrender  
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
April 3  

Intercessory Life 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
April 10  

Abiding in Christ 
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
 
 

  

 “See, I will create new heavens and a new earth.” (from Isaiah 65:17) 
 
Greetings in Christ!  As I write this, Lent has just begun, but as you receive 
it, we’ll be in the midst of an excellent (and busy) season of Lenten and 
Easter events, from our Ash Wednesday service to our Wednesday            
evening Musical Celebrations of God’s Grace to our Maundy Thursday 
presentation and community Good Friday service (both at 7:30 PM in the 
sanctuary) to our Easter Sunday worship celebrations.  We are truly 
blessed to have so many dedicated members of our congregation, of all 
ages and backgrounds, who give of their time and gifts to make these  
wonderful times of worship and music possible. 

 
The promise that the season of Lent will end with the celebration of Easter reminds us that with 
God, crises are followed by blessings and endings are followed by new beginnings, just as Jesus’ 
suffering and death were followed by the joy and victory of His resurrection.  Easter inspires us to 
look past the disruptions in life’s patterns and see God’s work in them, as He always provides  
opportunities for us to grow toward Him. 
 
I’m writing about endings, beginnings, and opportunities for growth because of something             
happening very soon within the Worship and Arts ministry:  Amy Britton has asked me to let it be 
known that, following the end of the current school year, she will be leaving Westwood UMC and 
moving to Lexington, where she will continue to be involved in ministry and work as a violin 
teacher.  For more than five years, Amy has served faithfully as the director of the Jubilee Choir, 
our choir for elementary school-aged children.  In that time, she has developed a program that is 
unique in its dedication not only to worshipping Jesus Christ, but also in its commitment to music 
education.  Case in point:  How many children’s choirs do you know of that not only sing songs of 
praise to Christ, but also compose them collectively?  Please join me in giving thanks to God and 
appreciation to Amy for her service to Westwood UMC.  At this point, we are prayerfully searching 
for a new leader for the Jubilee Choir, and as much as we’ll miss Amy, we know that God has a 
wonderful plan for our kids, their worship, and their music. 
 

Making a joyful noise,  
Mike Kelly, Director of Worship and Arts 
661-3139, mike@wumc.cc 

By Amy Britton 
 

Last spring I asked the children in Jubilee Choir what the most important message was that they 
could share with someone. The answer came back: John 3:16--God loves the world so much that 
He gave us His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will live in God's presence forever. 
This message became an anthem,  for the children, and they look forward to sharing this message 
with all who worship with us on March 13th. 
 

Guiding the children through the process of sharing a message is one of the great joys of working 
with this choir. Though I may officially be their leader, the children lead me to grow in faith as they 
discover and express the God who loves them. We as a congregation are truly blessed with           
children who share their faith among us and within the world. 
 

Amy Britton is the director of Jubilee Choir. Call the church at 6613139 for more information on 
this exciting opportunity for children. 
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Anger, April 23, 9:30 am, Library 
 

Brandt/Ward, April 31, 9:30 am, Parlor 
 

Faith, April 19, 9:30 am, Hearne’s home 
 

Fellowship, April 20, 7 pm, Christman’s home 
 

Knitting , April 25, 7:00 pm, Parlor 
 

Montfort/Vath, April 19,  9:30 am, Parlor 
 

 

 
Join us for fellowship, fun and food.  This group is for 
anyone, any age, who lives alone. 
 
 THURSDAY, APRIL 28 @ 6:00 PM.   
 We will be getting together for a “pie” potluck in     

the parlor.   
   Bring a favorite pie (dinner or dessert) to share and 

your beverage. 
 
 THURSDAY, MAY 12 @ 6:00 PM.   
   We will meet for dinner at the Queen Mary Family 

Restaurant.  
     4050 North Bend Rd. (across from Harvest  Home 

Park and Homelawn Ave.) 
    RSVP Arlene Schwerin 662-8037 or Sally                

Dessauer 662-6588 

Enjoy an afternoon of exciting music with many      
classical pieces you’ll recognize 

 

Bartok Roumaian Dances,  
Brahms G major Sonata,  

Kreisler’s pieces Liebesfreud and Liebesleid . 
 

Three hymn  arrangements including one by Amy 
Britton, will also be included.  

 
You’ll even share in a family discovery as you 
hear a Hungarian Dance by Haesche found            
hidden in Amy’s great aunt's piano bench! 

 
The afternoon will be complete with  the story of 

Ferdinand the Bull, words woven through                     
a violin solo.   All this—and it’s free! 

 

United Methodist Women 
Thursday, April 7, 2011, 10:30 am 

Sanctuary 
 

A FAMILY MISSION TRIP  
with Anne Ward Blazic 

 

 
The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday, April 7, 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.   

The topic is A FAMILY MISSION TRIP: Finding Peace through Mission Work.  The Blazic family, Anne and Marty 
and their three children, have visited their missionary friends in Kosovo several times.  They all get involved in the 

missionary work of Christians in a Muslim world.  Anne will discuss the problems, customs and life in Kosovo.  She 

is the daughter of Paul and Jo Ann Ward. 
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By Vicki Welsh 
 

Registration  has begun for the 2011-
2012 school year.  It’s hard to imagine 
that it is so early, but the truth is that we 
need to see how many children we will 
have enrolled so that classes, staffing 
and all other school planning can be 
arranged.   
 

After the first week of  registration, the 
following openings remain:   
 
 

· Star Class (2’s) –3 remain,  
· BF II Class (young 3’s) – 3 remain,  
· BF III (older 3’s) – CLOSED,  
· Bumblebee Class (young 4’s) – 2 remain,  
· Frog Class (Pre-K) – 3 remain.   
 

Registration fee is $80 for the first child and $40 for the second.  
Two day classes are $110 per month and Three day classes 
are $125 per month.  There is a 5% discount in a full year’s   
tuition if it is paid in full by August 31.  If there are multiple         
children from a family in attendance; the first tuition is full price 
and the second is discounted $20.  Scholarship applications 
are available at the time of registration. 
 
We also will be into our 2nd year of our new Extended Care 
Program .  We will once again be caring for twelve children    
during each two hour unit of time.  We begin care at 7am and 
end at 6pm. The units are as follows:  
· 7-9 am  
· preschool  
· 12-2 pm  
· 2-4 pm 
· 4-6 pm   
 

Each unit is $10.  For a child who is present five days a week 
during any one unit, there is a discount.  Call us at 661-1166 to 
find out more of the particulars or go to the web site at 
www.wumc.cc and navigate to the Preschool site. 

Vicki Welsh,  
Preschool  Director 
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· Kroger Cards. Please don’t forget to 

use those Kroger Cards.  If you need 
to obtain one, please call Vicki at 661-

1166.  This is our greatest and most 

reliable source of outside  income.  We 

have been receiving checks of                  

approximately $250 a month. 
 

· Recycling.  Another good source of 

income for the Preschool is to recycle 

old cell phones and used printer ink 

cartridges.  Fun Factory gives us free 

shipping and money for all sent to 
them.  There are repositories in the 

Trolley room for all sizes and shapes 

of cartridges and cell phones. 
 

· Thank you. I find I can not thank you 

all enough for your support.  From 

sewing to shopping, from your patron-
age at our sales to your generous          

donations…I am humbled by the          

enthusiasm in which you embrace this 

program.  God has truly blessed this 
neighborhood with WUMC.  

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
SALE IS SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 9-N00N 

We Need:  
 

· ITEMS TO SELL, GENTLY USED AND CLEAN 
· PLASTIC SACKS AND BROWN PAPER GROCERY BAGS. 
· BUYERS…. Thank you. 

����������������������������������������������������� ���
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Coming Soon . . . . 
 

· Vision Screening – March 22 and 24 

· Rummage Sale – April 2 

· La Rosa’s Dinner Night – April 12 

· Book Fair – April 18 and 19 

· Flower Sale – late April in time for 

Mother’s Day delivery 

By Tim Peter 

 

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by all of our daily responsibili-
ties.  At the same time, we also see the many needs of            

others around us.  None of us can fulfill all the needs, but if 

we each one can help one , our church becomes an               
atmosphere of warmth and love toward others.   
  

Lay Pastoring – the power of one  – can provide that caring 
opportunity.  Westwood Lay Pastors serve those who are 

currently unable to attend worship; visit those in the hospital; 

and are going to begin welcoming new members to WUMC. 
  

You are needed.   New Lay Pastors of all ages can serve at 
Westwood.  A brief informational meeting will be held on April 

4 at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor to help you know how you can 

help others to maintain their connection to our  congregation 
and to Jesus Christ.  We hope to see you.  If you have           

questions, call Tim and Jan Peter at 941-7721. 
  
     Save the date:  Monday, April 4, 7 p.m., the P arlor  

By Carol Wright 
 

The Mission Team is starting a new Cookie Ministry.  Cookies are being sent to 
individuals in the armed  services.  Three boxes of cookies were sent for                 

Valentines. 

 

The next packages will be sent with Easter greetings.  We would like more people 

to be a part of this and there are several ways to do that.  Names and addresses of 
service people are needed.  These are not limited to church members.  Possibly 

you know of a neighbor, coworker, or extended family member currently serving. 

We need cookie bakers and cookie packers. Donations for the cost of postage are 

one more way to be a part of this ministry.   Please complete the connection card, 
or call the church office or Carol Wright (923-3044). Thank you. 

 

READING GLASSES FOR HAITI.  Thank you, church           

family, for your generous response to our campaign for new and 

used reading glasses to be taken to one of the tent cities when we 

leave April 10 for our Haiti Mission.   We can always count on you! 



� � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �

Rev. Kathleen Kisner,  
Associate Pastor  

Lessons for Children 
 
Pre-school and Elementary 
· April 3 - Praying in the Garden (John 18:1

–14). During Lent we remember that God 
is always with us. 

 

· April 10 - Peter (John 18:12–27). During 
Lent we remember that Jesus is our 
friend. 

 

· April 17 - Hosanna! (John 12:12–19).        
On Palm Sunday we celebrate Jesus’ life. 

 

· April 24 - He Lives (John 20:1–18).              
On Easter Sunday we celebrate Jesus’              
Resurrection. 

. 

Lessons for Tweens 
 
Upper Room to Easter 
· April 3 - Jesus Washes Disciples’ Feet (John 

13), Disciples follow Jesus’ example of  
serving others. 

 

· April 10 - Prayer in the Garden, (Matthew 
26:36-46), Disciples hand their problems 
over to God. 

 

· April 17 - Arrest, Trial and Crucifixion 
(Matthew 26-47-27:61, John 18), Jesus died 
to save us. 

 

· April 24 – Resurrection (John 20:1-18),           
Disciples celebrate the new life made             
possible through the Resurrection of Jesus. 

 
 

 ����

Mark Your Calendar!  
 

  July 17-21, 2011 6:30-8:30 pm 
  July 18-22, 2011, 9:30-noon 
  July 24, 2011 VBS finale & picnic 
 

VBS-in-a-Box: July  11-15, more details to follow 
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Bring your children or your grandchildren!  

Invite a friend or a neighbor, but don’t miss 

out on a chance to help children prepare for 

Easter.  On Saturday, April 16 from 10 

am until noon, children and their families 
will gather in the gym for an Easter event.  

While the Easter egg hunt is highly                  

anticipated, the children will also enjoy 
games, crafts, snacks, a service project 

and a picture with the Easter bunny.   

This yearly event is sure to be an exciting part of your Lenten season. 
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“OKAY, SO SOMEBODY NOTICED” 
 

By Duncan Cordrey 
 

Over the past 8-10 months, many of you have probably noticed the crack in the Epworth balcony. We have been 

watching this and at the present time a study is being done to find out what is causing this movement. A              

preliminary assessment by CDS Associates has indicated that the area from the right end of  the choir loft to the 

north corner of the Heritage room is “rotating” (leaning) to the west or out from the building. Also, we have noticed a 

shift in the main entry door jambs on the Epworth side of the sanctuary. This indicates a shift of about 5/8ths of an 
inch so far. This gap can also be observed by looking up at the end of the Epworth balcony railing where it meets 

the outside wall. At the present there appears to be no imminent danger, but a cause and remedy must be found. 

We are in the process of having a soil test done and recommendations as to stabilizing this area. The results will 

give us the options to fix this issue and an estimate as to the costs. This process should be completed by early May 
and a decision as how to proceed shortly thereafter. We will be informing the congregation of the results and               

recommendations as things develop. 

By Pastor Lee 
 

Why I’m looking forward to Haiti? Just recently            
Japan had an earthquake and a  tsunami which is a 
word I didn’t even know how to spell until a          
couple of years ago with the Christmas Eve               
tsunami in the Far East.  
 

But Haiti isn’t like Japan in that its GNP doesn’t 
compete with the G7, nor has it an automobile that 
the world clamors for or the clout needed to be a 
mover and shaker. I don’t pity Haiti but it is different. 
The culture is rich, the people alive and happy and, 
while not in the news given Japan’s                  
problems, I look forward to a time of renewal and 
hard work. Renewal because I know God is real in 
Haiti through so many  believers and the Grace               
Children’s Hospital people.  

 

Our church has had a connection with this hospital 
for a number of years and I look  forward to seeing 
how we can renew a partnership with them as they 
rebuild. I look forward to taking you with me the next 
time I go to renew your spirit and love for  others. I 
look forward to traveling with Mike Rece, Josh            
Lemons, Mike 
Haskell, George 
and Carol Kell, 
Jan and Bruce 
Robinson, Chris 
McMullin and Jan 
and Tim Peters as 
we work together 
to build relation-
ships with laborers and  children and with one             
another.  

By Josh Lemons 
 

This upcoming April I'll be traveling with a group of 
adults from Westwood to Haiti. It's been a while since 
I've been on an international mission trip and I believe 
God is going to do some amazing things in our group. 
A lot of people might be excited for the mission work, 
the travel and cultural exposure and the time to come 
closer together as 
a group and grow 
in intimacy with 
God. As a partici-
pant I look forward 
to all of these 
things. 
 

I was sitting in my 
office, after read-
ing some from the 
Gospel of John, when I began praying asking God to 
lay a need on my heart. I began surfing the web and 
ran across an article from my friend who is working 
Adventures in Mission (AIM). I read the article and 
saw that they offered short term mission trips, one of 
which was listed for Haiti. 
 

This peaked my interest and I began looking into it. A 
few weeks later Pastor Lee announced that Westwood 
would be taking an adult trip to Haiti. I can say with full 
honesty that I believe God was at work in that               
moment. 
 

As I look forward to our trip, I long for your prayers 
and support for our team. I look forward to what God 
is going to do while we are away, and sharing it with 
you when we come back. 
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Marriage Getaway 
 
In March, Pastor Lee and Beth Strawhun and several couples from 
the church attended A Weekend to Remember.  This valuable 

weekend was a time of relaxing and reconnecting.   

 

Through the use of speakers and private conversations with your 

spouse, couples learn about God’s purpose for their marriage, roles 
in the relationship, resolving conflict and adding sizzle to a couple’s 

sex life.  Weekend to Remember will continue to be in the Mid-west 

throughout the year.  Nearby weekends include: 

To earn more about this weekend of encouragement, hope and practical ideas, pick up a brochure in the 

Welcome  Center or go to www.FarmilyLife.com/Weekend.  
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When the earthquake hit Japan on                

Friday, Paul Shew was in a  meet-

ing at Aoyama Gakuin University 
where he serves as a UM                

missionary. Although the school is 

over 200 miles from the epicenter, 

Dr. Shew says that between the 

main quake and the large after-
shock that occurred about 30            

minutes later, "the shaking contin-

ued so long that I actually got a bit 

of motion sickness." 

  
Dr. Shew serves as Chaplain and Associate Professor in 

the College of Literature at the University. Two other Meth-

odist missionaries, who work at the university have also 

survived the quake. 
  
Paul Shew and family are members of Middletown First 

UMC along with his parents, JC and Anita Shew. 

  
Aoyama Gakuin became a refuge center this past weekend 
where 8,000 people have stayed each night. The university 

will be organizing relief and volunteer efforts for the               

affected areas as soon as possible. Visit their website 

www.aoyama.ac.jp to learn more. 
  
In addition, "UMCOR is closely monitoring the unfolding 

situation in the Pacific," said Melissa Crutchfield, UMCOR 

executive for International Disaster Response. "We're in 

contact with our partners in the region, mindful of the still 
developing emergency in Japan as well as of the risk to 

other countries, such as Indonesia and the Philippines, and 

to Hawaii, which are expected to be impacted by the                

tsunami," she said. 

  
UMCOR head, the Rev. Cynthia Fierro Harvey, urged 

prayers for those affected by the disaster. She said that as 

needs become clarified, UMCOR will respond. Please give 

your support by writing your checkl payable to WUMC and 

in the memo note, UMCOR Advance #3021317 or give 

online directly to http://secure.gbgm-umc.org/donations/
umcor/donate.  
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       Indianapolis, IN  May 20-22 

Louisville, KY Oct 14-16 

Columbus, OH Oct 21-23 

Kingsport, TN Nov 4-6 

Fort Wayne, IN: Nov 11-13 

When Life Gives You Lemons.... 
 
This icebreaker is a way to encourage discussion about the “lemons” in 
life: pain, disappointment, hard times.  It works well with Job or during 
Lent. 
 
Before the group meets, cut lemons or limes into enough slices that each 
person can have two pieces.  Have everyone take a slice and eat it,             
enjoying the “sour” faces which follow.  
 
Then discuss the following questions together: 

1. Have you ever heard the phrase, "turning lemons into lemon-
ade"? What does that phrase mean to you? Can you describe a 
time in your life when you turned lemons into lemonade?  

 

2. Let's talk about the good qualities of lemons. What are they good 
for? What are hard times good for? What good things came from 
your "lemonade" example above? 

 
Read Job 1:21 and discuss: How can you, like Job, praise God when life 
gives you lemons?  Or read Luke 23:26-49 and discuss: How can you, 
like Jesus, keep focused on God when life gives you lemons? 
 
Afterwards, allow individuals to squeeze the lemons into a beverage (water, soda, lemonade) and taste the 
difference.  Discuss how Christ has made life sweeter. 
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I've been reading Donald Miller's new book A Million Miles in a  

Thousand Years and I have to say that I've thoroughly enjoyed it. 

His book is about narrative and how our lives need to tell convinc-

ing stories. Here's a note from his preface that I found entirely                    
rewarding: 

 

"If you watched a movie about a guy who wanted a Volvo and worked for years to get it, 

you wouldn't cry at the end when he drove off the lot, testing the windshield wipers. You 

wouldn't tell your friends you saw a beautiful movie or go home and put a record on to 
think about the story you'd seen. The truth is, you wouldn't remember that movie a week 

later, except you'd feel robbed and want your money back. Nobody cries at the end of a 

movie about a guy who wants a Volvo. 

 
But we spend years actually living those stories, and expect our lives to feel meaningful. 

The truth is, if what we choose to do with our lives won't make a story meaningful, it won't 

make a life meaningful either." 

 

Needless to say, I believe every word of what he's said.  
 

This summer our youth are traveling across the nation. Our middle schoolers will be             

embarking on a mystery trip around the United States. I wish I could go into the details 

about where we are going, and where we are staying...but I can't! It's a mystery trip! 
What I can tell you is that we will be serving the needy in some cities, but primarily, our 

purpose it to come together as a youth group and experience new things. We'll stop for 

prolonged teaching periods and team building exercises, so in the end our team will 

come back refreshed and closer knit. 

 
Our High School students will be traveling to New Orleans (tentatively) to work on Katrin 

relief. We hope for a great trip and a time to get away, connect with God and serve those 

in need in New Orleans! 

 

Josh Lemons is Director of Student Ministries at WUMC. He can reached at 
josh@wumc.cc 

               

 

By Sally Dessauer, Westwood UMC IHN Director 
From February 27 – March 5, our church hosted four small, delightful homeless families 

from IHN.  It was a pleasure to have them with us.  All the families need our prayers.  One 

family left a prayer request (names are not used): “For the “J” family,  (I pray) just that we 

(myself and kids) are safe and my boys grow up strong and smart and that I am able to 
keep God in my heart as well as theirs.  Also that “L” and “A” find a home and know the 

Lord so that they may have a better life!”  
 

Thank you to so many volunteers who helped to make the families comfortable and enjoy their time with us!  The 

next time that we host families will be May 22 – 28…that’s a good time to be with families.  
  

The IHN Annual Meeting and Volunteer Recognition will be Thursday, April 7, at 6-8 pm, at the Isaac Wise           

Center at 8329 Ridge Rd.  Everyone is invited!!  Hors d’oeuvres will be served, but most importantly, it will be a 

celebration of IHN’s 20th year in Cincinnati.  Joan Kempton, one of the founders of IHN in Cincinnati, is planning to 

attend.  It will be a really nice meeting with keynote speaker, Mark Curnette of the Cincinnati Enquirer.  You can 
make reservations with Lynn Hampshire @ 662-3675, or call Beth Wanat 471-1100, ext.16.  It would be great to 

have a Westwood United Methodist table.  Car pools from the church can be arranged by Lynn Hampshire . 

By Dan Argo, Interim Director of My Neighbors’ Place 
 

As spring approaches volunteers are getting ready for “The Big Switch” on Saturday April 2.  We will be meeting at 
9:00 am to switch from winter to summer clothes.  This means we will be removing all the winter clothes from the 
racks, folding them and getting them ready to store for next winter.  We will then get out all the bins of  summer 
clothes we have been saving all winter and hanging them up while putting  winter clothes back into the bins. 
 

The volunteers could use your help for this big undertaking.    Please consider giving MNP a few hours of your time 
on Saturday April 2.  The more volunteers we have, the more summer clothes we will have out for our neighbors on 
Tuesday morning.  Just show up on Saturday, and we will find a job for you. 
 

MNP can always use additional volunteers for the many fun activities. This is our current schedule: 
 

· Tuesdays, 9:00 am-noon. Coffee and donuts followed by morning worship with music led by Mike Kelly and a 
message from one of our pastors. Shopping at MNP Closet until 12:00 noon.  Contact Dan or Karen Argo. 

· Wednesdays, 10:00 am to noon. The Food Pantry.  Contact  Elaine Powers. 
· Thursdays, 9:00 am to noon.  My Neighbors’ Place  Café.  Contact Joe Erpernbeck. 
· 2nd  Tuesday, 11:30 am. Women’s Luncheon. Contact Beth Strawhun or Mary Dean Schaumloffel.  
· 4th Tuesday, 6:00 pm. Men’s Social. Contact Tim Peter or Dan Argo. 
· 2nd Thursday, 6:00 pm.  A free community dinner is held. Contact Ann Erpenbeck. 

 
We need volunteers so  please stop by anytime. MNP is open for you to serve and get to know our neighbors.  
Come experience the excitement of MNP and see God at work.  …. And …. keep those donations of gently worn 
clothing and small household items coming. 
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