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Responding to                                   
God’s Call                           
to Make                                

Disciples of  
Jesus Christ 

�������
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On the first sermon of 2012 I spoke about all of us making resolutions to be  
living faithfully with God and one another, loving fully those within the church 
and those soon coming and giving generously of our resources – our lives 
and stuff. But all this hinges on the vision God has given us as his church. 
 
What is this vision? Here is where we are headed: 
� We will be in partnership with Westwood School for the next few years as 
tutors, mentors, staff encouragers and with financial support. We will help the 
school move to their new location this summer and we will faithfully pray for 
kids and faculty. The goal is to help change the course of a few families as they join our 
church family and help change the community as we help better the educational experience 
of the school. We have already invested $7400 to Monica Battle’s principal’s account. 
� We will be looking to add very part time staff for work with children, administration and 
community outreach ministries. 
� We will be looking to streamline our meeting scheduling in order to free us all up to DO 
more ministries. 
� We will be stating two new worship experiences: Life Tree Café and Celebrate Recovery. 
� We will be growing leaders for the work we know we have to do for 2020 to be achieved.  
 
Remember 2020?  Here is what we (the church) want to be by 2020.  
 
CORE: Worship, Growth and Outreach is relevant to the times and changing times� Fiscal 
responsibility� Excellence in faith, service and best practices� Cover church, congregation 
and community with prayer� Deliberate congregational involvement� Welcoming, accepting, 
embracing congregation, ministries and missions� Enhanced internal and external communi-
cations� Superior technology 
 
WORSHIP: Enhanced worship experience� Diversity in times, locations and styles 
 
GROW: Scripturally based teachings, leading, priorities� Christian character development�  
Encouraged disciple life-style� Scriptural growth groups� Faith led development��
100% membership involvement in worship, service and growth opportunities� On-line giving  
options� Hands-on accessibility through web page/notice boards� Christian social network-
ing� Find and retain youth, young adults and young families� Develop enthusiastic youth 
programming� Intentional youth outreach 
 
SERVE: Living Missionally� Lead/display, equip, and empower Christ-like values� Embody 
authentic Christ-like living and lifestyle� Building relationships and partnerships in community 
to meet the needs of the people� Community outreach focus� Production of new program-
ming is the driving force behind outreach capabilities. 
 
Our Church Council will take upon themselves to know and develop these focus bites of 
God’s vision over 2012. We’ll talk about them and develop a strategy for those we choose to 
take on this year and by 2020 they will have been implemented and our church will reflect 
these characteristics. With the Lay Leaders and Staff focusing on be sure we implement 
these goals we should see much good take place this year.  
 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is the senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church ���
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Pastor………………………………Lee Strawhun 
Associate Pastor………………  Kathleen Kisner 
Visitation Pastor………………..David Schneider 
Director of Student Ministries………Ryan Crabb 
Minister of Worship & Arts ……….Michael Kelly 
Organist…………………………….Scott Kimmell 
Preschool Director……………………Su Barbee 
Financial Secretary ………   Carol Krumpelbeck  
Office Manager…………………….Julie Fletcher 
Building Superintendent……….Duncan Cordrey 
Food Service…………………….Pam Christman 
Chimes Editor………………. Christina McMullin 

“He handed out gifts…. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ’s body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.”�����������������	�
��
��

Thank you for honoring friends and loved ones by donating to the following funds:  

Our prayers and condolences go out to the family and friends of :  
Phyllis Franks who passed away on November 17, 2011 

Mary Earls who passed away on November 18, 2011 
Fred Hensley who passed away on December 18, 2011 

Myrtle Jean Anderson who passed away on January 23, 2012 
Fred Leonard who passed away on January 23, 2012 

By Su Barbee 
Preschool Director 
 
In the modern world where activity is stressed almost to the point of mania, quietness as  a child-
hood need is too often overlooked.  Yet, a child’s need for quietness is the same today as it has 
always been –it may be even greater—for quietness is an essential part    of all awareness.  In 
quiet times and sleepy times a child can dwell in thoughts of his own, and in songs and stories of 
his own.”          
-Margaret Wise Brown 
 

Oddly, January is one of my favorite months.  I do not care for the cold or snow, but I do enjoy the quiet of the month.  
It provides for me the opportunity to reflect on the holidays and the miracles we have witnessed. 
 
My family does not have a lot of quiet time, but how we relish the quiet evening or weekend.  It feels almost like a 
treasure.  It is an opportunity for us to gather as a family and spend time enjoying one another. At these times, we can 
all sit down for a meal together.  Sometimes we spend the evening playing games.  And, sometimes we just sit quietly, 
reading, writing, reflecting on the week and what is to come.  It is cherished time. 
 
Our preschoolers need quiet time, as well.  I reflect on my own children and what limited time they’ve had to imagine, 
play, and create.  There are so many distractions academically, athletically and electronically.  However, while activity 
with children is important, so is quiet, not for extended periods, but for moments here and there. 
 
We will not be having much quiet time this month at preschool, however.  Our Friday Star class began Friday, January 
6th.  We still have one opening for this class.  The Cincinnati Museum Center will also be visiting during the month 
and next month Cool Critters will be visiting!  A lot of excitement, but hopefully a little down time, quiet time, as well. 
 
Should you know of a family who is looking for a preschool opportunity for their child, we still have openings in our 
Butterfly Class and Frog Class.  Registration for the next school year will begin Monday,   February 13th.  Contact    
Su Barbee at 661-1166 or preschool.westwoodumc@gmail.com for more information. 
 

MEMORIAL FUND 
In memory of Dottie Tholke by: Bill and Diana Teets, Betty Michael, Robert & Laura Cory, Joe & Debbie Ward, 
Carol Wright, Ruth Schroeder, Karen Baker, Dr. Roger & Patsy Higley, Michael & Ruth Ann Whiley, Jerry & Sally 
Skidmore, Donald & June Rohling, Susan Thomas, Larry & Jane Brandenburger, Mary Ann Ross, John & Kim 
Ravenhall, Gretchen Schulenberg, Co-Worker of Brian Tholke, Staff at 1st UM Church, George Hill 
In memory of Bill Heiss by: George Hill 
In honor of Joan Jackson by: RJ & JM Weadick 
 
WESMATES FUND 
In memory of Dottie Tholke by: Roger & Mary Jane Miller, Elisabeth Anger, Margaret Anger, Lou & Kay Koenig, 
Ruth Keeton, Bob & June Brandt, Ann Darwish, Paul & JoAnn Ward, Dr. Bill Gerhardt, Marge Schierloh, Norvin & 
Jean Mansfield, Ivan Moehle, Charlie & Libby Richen, Betty Linde, Donna Wuerdeman, Julie Molt, Sue LaRue 
In memory of Bill Heiss by: Bill & Diana Teets, Roger & Mary Jane Miller, Lou & Kay Koenig, Ruth Keeton, Julie 
Molt, Dr. Bill Gerhardt, Charlie & Libby Richen, Bernice Taeuber 
In memory of Walter Sloan by: Jane Sloan 
 
MUSIC FUND 
In memory of Dottie Tholke by: Julie Molt, Madelon Hall , Warren & Char Hall, Bill & Sarah Thompson,  
Sue LaRue, Roger Lindle & Marysue Braun, Ken & Joanna Coleman 
 
MY NEIGHBOR’S PLACE  
In memory of Dottie Tholke by: Dan & Karen Argo, Alan & Roberta Wrassmann, Tim & Jan Peter,  
Sue Niemeyer, Herbert & Wilma Beigel 
In memory of Bill Heiss by: Sue Niemeyer, Alan & Roberta Wrassmann 
In memory of Mr & Mrs. William Erhardt by: Herbert & Wilma Beigel 
In memory of Mr & Mrs. Herbert Beigel by:  Herbert & Wilma Beigel 
In memory of those members who passed away in 2011 by: Tom & JoAnne Burke 
In memory of Marvin McClellan & in honor of Jeannet te McClellan by: Carol McClellan Swanson 
 
ICHTHUS FUND 
In honor of Susan Bennet’s birthday by: Jenny Partridge 
 
NURSERY SCHOOL 
In memory of Dottie Tholke by: Marilyn Jackman 
 
YOUTH MISSION FUND 
In memory of Susan Winkler by: Lynn Hampshire 
 
WESTWOOD SCHOOL FUND 
In honor of John & Diane Jeffries by: Sean Jeffries 
 
PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  
In memory of Dottie Tholke by: Lynn Hampshire 
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Messages of Hope  
at  

Westwood United 
Methodist Church 

 
  8:30 AM Communion Service,    
                 Chapel 
 
  9:30 AM Traditional Service,                     
                 Sanctuary 
 
10:00 AM New Covenant,  
                 Chapel 
 
11:00 AM The Journey               
                 Contemporary Service, 
                 Epworth Hall 
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February 5  
Words: Watch Your Mouth  

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 






February 12  
Works: Put Your Money 

Where Your Mouth Is  
Ryan Crabb 

 
February 19  

 Wisdom 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
February 26  

Our Stuff: Survival Kit  
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 
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UMW CIRCLE MEETINGS 
  

"... The gospel is bearing fruit and growing ..."  
                                                   from Colossians 1:6 
  

This may seem a bit belated, but this is my first  
opportunity in  the Chimes to say: Happy New Year!   

 
I feel inspired and encouraged  when I think of the possi-
bilities that 2012 holds, especially in light  of the better 
than expected growth in worship that we saw in 2011,  
both in our Sunday morning services and especially at My 
Neighbor's  Place, where weekly worship attendance is 
now at eighty.  
 
In the last couple of months at Westwood UMC, the gospel of  Jesus Christ 
has borne some excellent fruit.  I want to give thanks to God for all of the time, 
talent, and love that went into New  Covenant's Singspiration; our community 
Thanksgiving service; our  worship services throughout Advent; the Carol and 
Candlelight service;  and our Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and New Year's 
Day services.   Wow!   
 
I know that you'll join me in giving thanks for Scott  Kimmell's recovery from his 
hand injury and his return to providing  excellent music in worship every week, 
as well as for the wonderful  job that Ray Hopman and Betty Richardson did 
filling in for him.  
 
It was great to hear from all of you who signed up to be a part  of the  
Worship and Arts ministry through the recent All Aboard  campaign.   
As we continue to grow, opportunities to serve the Lord in  worship  
will be abundant, and I look forward to finding out what our  future holds. 
 
 
Making a joyful noise, 
Dr. Mike Kelly 
Director of Worship and Arts 
661-3139, ext. 113 
mike@wumc.cc 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
@ 10:30 am. in the gym 

 
The program will be Walking in Spiritual 
Growth, the annual Call to Prayer and 
Self Denial, led by Judy Grigsby of the 
Ohio River Valley District UMW. 
 
If you are not a member of UMW plan to 
attend, you are most welcome.  The meet-
ing will be followed by lunch.   

 
 

Call Sue Lunsford @ 941-2822  
to make lunch reservations. 

 
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 16, @ 6:00 PM.      

   
CHICKEN CURRY POTLUCK  

IN THE CHURCH PARLOR                    
 

Bring a condiment or vegetable to share  
and your own beverage   

.  
RSVP: Sally Dessauer 662-6588 or  

Arlene Schwerin 662-8037                

Upcoming get-togethers for friendship and a good meal! 
If you don’t cook, stop by your favorite deli.   

Need transportation?  Call Sally Dessauer 662-6588 

Would you like to keep up with the 
West Ohio Conference on weekly 
news?  Would you like to know in 
advance opportunities throughout 
the conference for education, mis-
sion, and volunteer work?   
 
Sign up for a weekly email update at 

newsnet@wocumc.org . 

 

Montfort/Vath �  Feb. 14 - 9:30 am   - Parlor 

  Christman/Haskel �    Feb. 14 - Evening   - Go to CCM 

Anger �     Feb. 16 - 10:00 am - Library 

Brandt/Ward �  Feb. 16 - 9:30 am.  - Parlor 

Faith �  Feb. 21 - 9:30 am   - McMahon’s 

Knitting �  Feb. 27 - 7:00 pm   - Parlor 

Lillian Eckert Luthman was born on Dec. 13, 2011 to Adam & Nancy Luthman.  
Proud grandparents are Skip and Joan Jackson. 

 
Jackson Camper Dearnell was born on Dec. 13, 2011 to Brent & Sara Dearnell.  

Proud grandparents are Bob & Lezlie Dearnell. 
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Hospitalized Members 
By Tim Peter 
 
Our Pastors and Lay Pastors make visits each week to church members and friends who 
are hospitalized. Those visits provide patients an important connection with Westwood UMC 
as they are cheered and prayed for by these ambassadors of Christ. 
 
Often the church office does not realize that WUMC members are hospitalized  
because privacy laws prohibit the hospitals from notifying churches.  The only way WUMC 
can know about members in the hospital is if the family or loved ones call our office to share 
that important information.  To keep patients from being overlooked, please notify the 
church office if you have a family member who is receiving hospital care.  

WUMC Lay Pastor Ministry 
In Paul’s letter to the churches in Galatia, he reminded those faithful 
ones that they should be sowing seeds that would please God.   
“Let us not become weary in doing good,” he wrote.  “As we have  
the opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 
belong to the family of believers.” 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun (center) commissioned Randy 
Bechard and Don Clark (on right) as  Lay Pastors on  
November 13th.  Tim and Jan Peter (on left) are  
Co-Directors of our Lay Pastor Ministry.  Westwood now 
has 37 active Lay Pastors.  We continually need addi-
tional persons to be certain that we can meet the needs 
of our church.  Nearly 40 members of our congregation 
who are not able to attend worship on Sunday mornings 
are being served by our Lay Pastors on a regular basis.  
 
Lay Pastors expand the Pastoral Care of our Church.  
 
· They assist our Pastors in making contact with members and friends of Westwood 

Church.   
· Lay pastors are available to pray, listen and encourage our closer walk with Jesus.   
· Lay Pastors assist with Hospital Visits, contact with Shut-ins, support for new members, 

and encouragement for any member or friend related to our Church.   
 
If you would like to know more about how a Lay Pastor might be an encouragement for you 
or someone you know; call the Church office, 661-3139 or Tim and Jan Peter, 941-7721. 

 
Congratulations to our own WUMC member, Charlotte Hahn who is the author  
of the newly published children’s book “Africa Hair”.  Many of you know her  
as the bubbly, enthusiastic Children’s Moments leader during many Sunday  
services.  Not sure?...think about the lady that wears a spider hat and earrings 
and has a special friend called “Miss Spider, the Grinning Spider” who everyone 
knows, grins because she has the love of Jesus in her heart, just like Charlotte. 
 
Charlotte has been working on publishing a children's book for the past year.  
She was inspired by her great niece, Isabelle who is half African.  Charlotte  
says she wrote the story several years ago and since that time many people 
have encouraged her to publish it.   At long last it is finished and available.   
 
If you wish to purchase a copy of the book, Charlotte suggests you to do so from 
www.authorhouse.com, the publisher's site.  It is less expensive through them. 
  
 
For all of those that cheered me along the way (and you know who you are) , I am humble and grateful.   
Charlotte  

Free Preview: www.authorhouse.com 
As often happens when people are in love, a baby was born.  

A baby with skin like cocoa with cream, and eyes like milk  

chocolate. But what daddy liked best was the baby's Africa hair 

with curls that were dark and tight. He could see the history of his 

family in each one.  

AuthorHouse website information 

Book Summary : 

Africa Hair is based on the true story of Belle, a bi racial child who struggles with the fact that she looks different from the 

other girls in her class. When her father finds out how she feels he tells a story about her African heritage in the hope that it 

will make her proud of whom she is. He even uses words from his native language. His story has the intended result and 

she goes to school knowing that she is unique and special.  

About the Author : 

Although Africa Hair is Charlotte Hahn's first children's book, she has been involved with children in several capacities for 

more than 40 years. As a teacher, mother and aunt she draws inspiration from the children in her life. She holds a BS in 

elementary education from the University of Cincinnati, and divides her time between Naples Florida and her hometown of 

Cincinnati.  
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MY NEIGHBOR’S PLACE NEWS 
By Dan Argo and Don Clark 

 
2011 was a fantastic year at My Neighbor’s Place.  We saw continued growth at both the Tuesday Closet and the  
Thursday Café devotional time.  MNP continues to reach out to our neighbors in need to show the love of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The MNP Community Dinners are back thanks to John Bennett and the Sunday night small group.  These dinners are 
open to everyone in the community.  If you or your group would like to help prepare dinners, serve or donate please con-
tact John or any member of the Sunday small group.  This is a huge undertaking and we are sure they could use your 
help.  The dinners will be help the 2nd Thursday of each month starting in February.  Thanks again for stepping up as we 
continue to find ways to show God’s love to our neighbors. 
 

If you have a free Tuesday or Thursday morning plea se stop by MNP  
for a cup of coffee and join in the fun that takes place each and every week.  

� � � � � � � �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Our cookie elves out did themselves by baking lots and lots 
of cookies. Lots and lots of kudos come your way.  
Two military service men each received a cookie box.  We 
also supplied the church carolers with cookie treats after their 
serenading.  Small cookie bags were given to recipients at 
houses that were visited.  
   
Thank you faithful cookie bakers and a special thank you to 
our packers: Veronica Cordrey, Carol Haskell and Helen Vath 
and Julie Brodt-Eppley.   

 
If you know any service people who would like cookies,  

contact Nancy Charls at 574-9463.  

We ended the year with a wonderful Christmas party held on December 10th at the gym 
at WUMC.  The party included drinks and snacks, clowns, face painting, music and of 
course a visit by Santa.  Approximately 225 children from the Westwood area received a 
new toy for Christmas.  For many of these children it would be the only toy they would 
receive.  We also supplied 315 sets of warm gloves and hat/scarf for adults and children.  
For those who volunteered we were blessed to see smiles and laughter from so many at 
the party. 

Don and I would like to thank the over 50 volunteers 
who gave of their time to help at the party.  A special 
thank you to Beth Strawhum for chairing the event,  
Bill Hillis for  the clowns, Phil DeGreg for the fantastic 
Christmas music and Ryan Crabb for his very very  
important role at the party.  We would also like to thank 
Early Murden and Amanda Straight and the guys from 
their after school basketball program for all of their 
help.  I have never seen tables and chairs get but away 
so fast after the party as they did.  Thank you to all who 
supported the party with toys, gloves and hats, money 
and prayers.  It was truly a fantastic day for all, both 
neighbors and volunteers who attended. 

 

 
During 2011, those who volunteer at the MNP Food Pantry have remained busy. This past year was the first 
one that we were partners with the Freestore Foodbank, and one of the many results is that accurate num-
bers of clients are easily obtained.  We filled 1683 bags of groceries, which fed 4023 people, of which 1563 
were children.  In addition to the bags of groceries, breads and pastries from Regina Bakery were donated 
to our clients weekly. Many additional items were received and put out for people to choose extra things – 
such as toilet paper, soap, salad dressings, barbecue sauce, mayonnaise, to name a few. 
 
Monetary donations for the year have topped the $9000 mark and we have also received money from the 
Missions Endowment funds.  I believe that the record shows that MNP Food Pantry is making a difference 
here in Westwood. 
 
Thank you a million times, to all who have brought donations of goods , given money and also who have 
given much time and effort in running the pantry. The team includes Susan Curry, Lou Rothhaas, Connie 
Wagner, Patsy Higley, Doris Quiligan, Helen Vath, Nate Kuharski, Lena Schott, and several men from our 
client list, Morton Clark, Carlos Williams, Odie Bowers and Demetrius Jones.   
 
We praise the Lord for all the support we have been given. 
 
Thanks so very much. 
Elaine Powers, Chairman 

Yearend Report on the  

MNP Food Pantry 

MNP 
CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 
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Lifetree Café--Doing Life, Doing Good  
 
By Rev. Kathleen Kisner 
WUMC Associate Pastor 
kathleen@wumc.cc 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Lifetree Café is a comfortable place and time for people to gather weekly to 
explore life and faith. It looks and feels like the kind of place you'd typically 
meet a friend for food and drink and fun.  It’s a place where the atmosphere 
encourages conversations, questions, and personal stories.  The hour-long 
Lifetree Café experiences feature real stories of real people, friendly conver-
sation, time to build relationships with new and old friends, laughter, fun, 
spiritual insights, and opportunities to serve in the local community.  Lifetree 
stories dig into the big and little stuff that shapes our lives.  For more infor-
mation, call the Church office, 661-3139. 

 

5:45-6:30 pm  Dinner………………………..Gym 
6:30-7:30 pm            Jubilee Choir………………..God’s Backyard 
6:45-7:30 pm  Gospel Choir………………..Sanctuary 
6:30-7:30 pm            Pastor Lee’s Class………….Epworth Hall 
             Walking With God Through the Desert 
6:30-7:30 pm            Pastor Kathleen’s Class…….The Commons 
                                Amazing Grace: Principles and decision making   
7:30-9:00 pm           Chancel Choir………………..Sanctuary 
 
 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 
By Sally Dessauer 
 
 
Our church will again be hosting homeless families from IHN March 25-31.  This is such a 
worthwhile mission in our church where you and I can “hands-on” help homeless families.   
They greatly appreciate our caring and support, and it is fun to play with the children!   
If you would like to help, you can get more information about IHN and helping homeless  
families by reading the yellow IHN brochure found in the church racks. 
 
 
 
We are also looking for a special person who is organized and likes to talk on the telephone. This job is helping June 
Alexander organize evening hosts for IHN.  We have a list of names that need to be assigned specific evenings to 
host families.  Call Sally Dessauer (662-6588) if you would like to know more about Evening Host Coordinator, or if 
you have any other questions about IHN. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A small army of faithful prayer warriors has quietly been working behind the scenes 
of our Upward Basketball ministry this season.  Sue LaRue has been the Prayer 
Commissioner, recruiting 10 Prayer Captains, who recruited 9 members each for 
their Prayer Team.  That means there have been 100 people praying for the  
players, families, and volunteers of our Upward Basketball program for…you 
guessed it—100 Days!  Each day there has been a different prayer focus with a  
culmination on March 4 at the Awards Ceremony when many of those same prayer 
warriors will be praying on-site.  Many thanks to all 100 of those whose have been 
praying.  Let’s pray that we will be ready for the 100 fold blessings that God will be 
pouring out!! 

Family   Friends   Fears   Busyness    
Balance  Money  Materialism  Health   

Heaven  Peace  Purpose  

 
The Power of Prayer 
By Gail Stewart 

ADULT MISSION TRIP TO JOPLIN, MISSOURI 
JUNE 16-23, 2012 

The Joplin tornado was a catastrophic EF5 multiple vortex tornado that 
struck Joplin, Missouri in the late afternoon of Sunday, May, 22, 2011.  
As of December 2011, the official death toll from the tornado is 160 
deaths directly linked to the tornado, including two people who died from 
injuries in September.  According to the local branch of the American 
Red Cross, about 25% of Joplin was destroyed.   
 

The next meeting is Sunday, Feb. 19 at 5 pm in the Parlor 
 

Offering Hope, Care and Faith in practical hands-on  ways 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What are the children learning? 
This month, the children are learning some classic New Testament stories including Mary and Martha, Jesus and 
the Children, Two by Two (sending out the disciples), and Zacchaeus.  The fifth and sixth graders will be studying 
The Transfiguration, Mary and Martha, TheRich Young Ruler, and Zacchaeus.  For more information, go to 
www.iamrocksolid.com 
 
EDUCATION AND SMALL GROUPS 
 
Wednesdays @ Westwood 
On Ash Wednesday, there will be no classes.  However, there will still be dinner at 5:45 pm (reservations needed).  
Ash Wednesday worship will follow at 6:45 pm. 
 
Night at the Movies 
Starting February 15, the class will be watching and discussing Amazing Grace.  Join the class in learning more 
about principles and decision making.  Class takes place on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm in The Commons. 

Welcoming a New Year 

By Ryan Crabb 
Director of Student Ministries 
ryan@wumc.cc 
 
 
Every year numerous people make resolutions to improve their lives, rarely if any do we plan on making our 
lives worse.  Each New Years Eve Allison and I share with each other what were our “high points” and “low 
points” of the year.  We share some of the triumphs and set backs we felt we had experienced.  It is rather 
therapeutic and it helps us to remember what to do and what to avoid in the coming year. 
 
I would love to be able to say that I can only come up with “high points” for the last year but there were times where I was re-
minded of the disease of sin in the world and its effect on us.  However those “low points” serve a purpose, to remind us just how 
good the “high points” are.  To quote a movie, “the sweet ain’t as sweet without the bitter”. 
 
Christ desires for us to be joyful in all things, to find the sweetness in each moment we experience in our time here on earth. He 
desires for us be the walking example of His likeness, I try to remember regardless of my position it is difficult to do that with a 
scowl and a harsh word. Let us be the shining light us grace in this world. 
 
My hope for this year is to be the perfect believer, husband, pastor, employee, friend, cousin and grandson.  However I know I 
will stumble at all of those things at one time or another, regardless I know that if I stay in His grip, He will carry me through the 
“low points” and celebrate with me in the “high points”. 
 
God Bless and Happy New Year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial Peace University is a life-changing program that teaches you how to make the right decisions 
with your money. You'll be empowered with the practical skills and confidence needed to achieve your 
financial goals and experience true financial peace! This thirteen week course covers everything from the 
dreaded budgeting and debt reduction to insurance and investments. Quit letting your money control you 
and take control of your money instead! http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/ .   
 

For more information, contact Pastor Kathleen or Co urtney and Chris Gaines.   
 

Preview class is Monday, January 30 at 7 pm in the Wesley Room (off the gym).   
 

First class is Monday, February 6 at 7 pm, also in the Wesley Room.    
 

9:30  Sunday School Schedule 
Classrooms are as follows: 
 ages 0-1 Nursery (1st floor) 
 age 2  Star Room (1st floor) 
 age 3-K * Bumblebee Room (1st floor)* 
 Grade 1-2 God’s Backyard, left side (2nd floor) 
 Grade 3-4 God’s Backyard, right side (2nd floor) 
 Grade 5-6 Wesley Room (2nd floor, off the gym) 
*This is a change from previous years 

 
The WUMC Administrative Teams for 2012  are listed below.  
What do these teams do and who are the members of these teams? 
 
Board of Trustees: focuses on the legal aspects of the church as well as facilities  
· Members: Lynn Hampshire (Chair), Allen Brodt, Jane Hissett, Stephanie Steffee, Tim Peter, Randy Bechard,    

Phil Partridge, Bill Thompson 
 
Finance Team: keeps our church in the black financially for the present and the future by helping people give to God’s 
work through WUMC 
· Members: Ray Blankenship (Chair), Bill Hartman, Ken Miller, Rick Miller, Paul Horning, Warren Brown,  
      Eric Schaumloffel, Sr., Chairs of other teams 
 
Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC): supports and provides good working relations with staff and congregation 
· Members: Phillip Dutton (Chair), Andy Cunningham, Art Colburn, Hillary Linnenberg, Karen Argo, Roger Grant, 

Barry Webb, Spike Faris 
 
Lay Leaders : partners with the pastor in leadership of the church 
· Members: Nancy Jackson, Lori Schulte, Roger Lindle 
 
Church Council : the final authority in church government, vision, budgeting 
· Members: Mike Haskell (Chair), Lori Schulte (Co-Chair), Paul Horning (Treasurer), Pat McMullen,                       

Jim Wildemann, Tom Haid, Sonja Meyer, David Williamson, Akkhmand Sage, Early Murden, Ken Miller 
 
Annual Conference Delegates : represent the wishes of WUMC at the West Ohio yearly meeting in June 
· Members: Lezlie Dearnell, Dick Powers 
 
Lay Leadership : responsible for All Aboard and leadership development 
· Members: Dr. Lee Strawhun (Chair), Jeannie Sturgeon, Lizlie Dearnell (Co-Chair), Julie Brodt-Eppley,  
      Brent Rembold, Marie Schneider, Carol Haskell, Adam Luthman 
 
My Neighbor’s Place Board : responsible for directing the ministry of MNP 
· Members: Lew Chizer (Chair), Don Clark, Kareema Owens, Rev. Cinda Gorman, Cliff McMahan, Diane Heilman,        

Mark Buttlewerth, Gail Stewart, Dr. Lee Strawhun 
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