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Responding to                                   
God’s Call                           
to Make                                

Disciples of  
Jesus Christ 
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Promises 
Repairing the car,  
      repairing the relationship,  
 repairing the furniture,  
  repairing the worship,  
   repairing the hurt,  
    repairing the broken promise. 
Willing to learn,  
      willing to try,  
 willing to experiment,  
  willing to be humble,  
   willing to say, ‘I’m sorry,’  
    willing to mend. 
Promise of movement,  
      promise of smiles,  
 promise of use,  
  promise of awe,  
   promise of freedom,  
    promise of hope. 
 
A car promises movement when we are willing to learn to repair it. A relationship         
promises smiles when we are willing to try to repair it. A piece of furniture promises   
usefulness when we are willing to experiment in repair. Worship promises awe of God’s 
grace and mercy when are willing to be humble and repair our worship. Hurt promises             
freedom when we are willing to say, “I’m sorry,” and do our part to mend a broken heart. 
Promises made offer hope when we are willing to mend broken promises by repairing 
the trust. 
 
Our summer family vacation was always a promising moment in our house when I was 
growing up and with my children. But one of my favorite memories growing up were our 
trips to the river and staying in the family cabin. We had no running water, we cleaned 
up in the river, used the outhouse (in the middle of the night) and listened to baseball on 
the radio run by batteries with an oil burning lamp eating tomatoes with garlic salt,           
saltines and Velveeta cheese.  I am smiling now as I remember those nights, listening to 
the game, the frogs in the river and the darkness of a starry night.  
 
And on the other side of those idyllic dreams and promises, there are those summer  
vacations where the plans did not meet the expectations and tempers grew and        
patience wore thin and the money ran out and the “I’m just glad we’re home” attitude 
rose to the surface. Know what I mean? But we can say, “I tried to make it good!”  
 
Promises. I hope your vacation has been what you hoped it would be whether you trav-
eled or just stayed around the city. But know that not all the things you do will  work out 
the way you planned and so, if possible, as far as it is within your ability, it might be time 
for some  repair work. Take the opportunity— for the promise is still there.  

 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is the senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church 
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8:30 AM Communion             
Service, Chapel 

9:30 AM Traditional Service                    
Sanctuary 

10:00 AM New Covenant  
Chapel 

11:00 AM The Journey                
Epworth Hall 
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July 31  

Kids Music Camp  
 

August 7  
How Not to Raise  

Your Kids 
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 






August 14  

How Not to Enjoy 
Your Family 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 
 

August 21  
Caring for One Another:  

Where to Begin 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
August 28  

Caring for One Another:  
Transitions of Life 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 
 

September 4  
Caring for One Another:  

Unemployment 
Rev. Kathleen Kisner 

 
September 11  

Caring for One Another: 
When Tragedy Strikes   
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 
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Join us for fellowship, fun and food.                                     
This group is for anyone, any age, who lives alone. 

 

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 4 @ 6:00 PM  

We will meet for dinner at the Olive Garden  
3725 Stone Creek Blvd. (off Colerain, near I-275) 

RSVP Arlene Schwerin 662-8037 or  
Sally Dessauer 662-6588 

 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 18 @ 6:00 PM  

We will order pizza and eat in the parlor. 
RSVP Arlene Schwerin 662-8037 or  

Sally Dessauer 662-6588 
Bring your own beverage and ideas  

for future get-togethers. 

As a community service, WUMC has scheduled Life Line Screening to be here Tuesday, August 2, 2011.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Get ALL 5  screenings for only $149, a savings of $126 
 

Pre-registration is required. Call 1-800-324-1851 (Priority Code: HSC3034) 
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The 2011 CROP WALK 
will take place on Sunday, 

October 2nd.  We will be walking across the Ohio 
River and back this year as part of a city wide  
endeavor.   
                          

 

· Stroke Carotid Artery , $60.00 
· Heart Rhythm Screening (Atrial Fibrillation), $60.00 
· Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening, $60.00 
· Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening, $60.00 
· Osteoporosis Risk Assessment, $35.00 

FUN – GAMES – SNACKS – MUSIC   

July 25-29, 1 - 4 PM  
 

Westwood United Methodist Church 
 performance in church on the morning of Sunday, July 30th 

 
Interested?  Need more information? 

call Mike Kelly at 661-3139, ext. 113, 
or email:   mike@wumc.cc 

It’s 
Free 

 

 

ALL ABOARD 
 

It is time to update the All Aboard information.  
If you have items you would like to include 
please contact the office, 661-3139, or  
Lezlie Dearnell, 574-5605. 

“Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who 
were seated, as much as they wanted.” (John 6:11)   
 
You know the story.  Five thousand hungry people, and only five loaves of 
bread and two fish with which to feed them.  The situation didn’t look good 
to Jesus’ disciples, who may have envisioned the admiring crowd turning 
angry before their eyes.  Jesus, of course, knew differently, and as He   
performed the miracle that provided everyone in the crowd with more than 
enough to be satisfied, He demonstrated for all time, God’s ability to shat-

ter our limited expectations. 
 

It has been noted that this is the only one of Jesus’ miracles, apart from the resurrection, that is 
recorded in all four gospels.  One detail that I find particularly meaningful is that Jesus gave 
thanks—not after everyone had eaten, but beforehand, when it seemed as if what they had would 
never be enough.  The idea of giving thanks to God in every situation is central to this year’s         
Vacation Bible School program, Shake It Up Café.  Also, it’s worth noting, that it was not an adult, 
but a boy who was able—and willing—to share his bread and fish with those around him.  That 
detail is the basis for this year’s Kids’ Music Camp musical, Table for Five Thousand.  It’s an         
awesome thing to see, day after day at this time of year, our church full of kids who are absorbing 
ideas of thankfulness and generosity—and having fun at the same time.  It’s also awesome to see 
the dozens of adult and youth volunteers whose commitment to ministry makes these programs 
possible. 

 
In the coming weeks, we’ll be getting ready to kick off a new year of activity in the Worship and 
Arts ministry.  What surprises does God have in store for us?  I’m looking forward to finding out, 
and I hope you are too. 
 

 Making a joyful noise, 
 Mike Kelly 

 Director of Worship and Arts 
 661-3139, ext. 113 



� � � � � 	 �

 

It's summer time and the action is hot.  Our volunteers and neighbors are getting together 
each Tuesday starting at 9:00 AM for coffee, pastries, and fellowship.  We have a Bible 
study ongoing between 9:00 AM and 9:30 AM as well as just gathering and talking       
together.  Singing and devotions begin around 9:30 AM led by several area pastors.         
Between 10:00 AM and 11:30 AM "the closet" is open for shopping and our many volun-
teers and shoppers ascend to the second floor to enjoy the air conditioned shopping for 
much needed clothing items.  
 

The women’s social ( the second Tuesday at 11:30 AM) was well attended in July.  The 
men's social (fourth Tuesday - 6:00 PM) is scheduled for July 26th.  We are having a 
men's "fishing day" early July 23rd.  On every Thursday morning the "Neighborhood Café” 
is open between 9:00 AM and Noon.  Anyone interested in coffee, bagels, games and just 
getting together to have a good morning is welcome. The free community dinners on the 
second Thursdays of each month have been cancelled for July and August to allow for the 
volunteers family vacations. 
 

The new co-directors, Dan Argo and Don Clark, have been working hard to get more  
volunteers involved.  An article was placed in the chimes and weekly bulletin asking for 
volunteers.   We also are asking for a "Summer Fan" drive.  During the summer months 
there is a real need for fans for those of us who don't have air conditioning.  We have had 
only limited response and have limited the few fans donated only to those who have a 
note from their doctor stating a medical need for cooling fans. 
 

June 25th was the day that two of our volunteers (Kim Dale and Don Morgan) got married.  
The wedding was at Westwood UMC with the reception following the wedding was at My 
Neighbor's Place. 
 

On August 2nd, My Neighbor’s Place will host a Mobile Health Fair Ministry. The Mobile 
Health Fair Ministry is an outreach program sponsored by the Synod of the Covenant, 
Presbyterian Church. The program travels throughout Ohio and Michigan, providing health 
screenings and health education to underserved and uninsured members of our communi-
ties. People who require further medical attention are referred to local free/low cost clinics 
within their community. Screenings will include: height and weight, hearing, dental, blood 
pressure, glucose, pulmonary function, vision and basic skin check. This health fair will be 
held at My Neighbor’s Place on August 2nd from 9:00 AM until 11:00 AM and is open to 
anyone in the community. 

UMCOR – UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 
Many thanks to members of WUMC who gave gifts in support of the following General Board of Global  
Ministries worldwide missionaries and ministries: Bethlehem Bible College, Vision 20-20 in Israel/Palestine - 
$500.00, Japan Emergency in Asia and Pacific Regional - $3,175.00, Jerusalem Princess Basma Center for 
Disabled Children in Israel/Palestine - $500.00, Awad, Brenda Kay in Israel/Palestine - $500.00, Hope Secon-
dary School in Israel/Palestine - $500.00, Spring Storms 2011 in United States - $1,528.00, Undesignated  
UMCOR - $1,146.00.  Your gifts enable UMCOR to “Be There” and “Be Hope” on your behalf.  UMCOR  
programs provide food for the hungry, help farmers grow plentiful and nutritious food, and support people left 
destitute by natural disasters and war.  Your generosity goes a long way to bring healing and hope to people in 
need.  Find out more about UMCOR’s work by visiting their website at http://www.umcor.org 
 
WESTFED FOOD PANTRY 
On behalf of Westfed Food Pantry, we wish to thank you for your Good Friday collection of $73.67.  We are 
blessed by your generous sponsorship.  Gifts such as yours are necessary to purchase the non-perishable food 
and personal hygiene items that were not received through monthly collections from the participating churches.  
Your donation helps us to be able to serve hungry neighbors in the 45211 and 45238 zip codes.  Westfed 
would not exist without those who give money, food products, or time for the purpose of serving the less fortu-
nate of our area.  
 
RONALD McDONALD HOUSE CHARITIES  
Thank you for donating so many personal care items and pull tabs to Ronald McDonald House.  Your               
generosity helps families with seriously ill children find a “home away from home” in Cincinnati.  Your kindness 
has made it possible for a mom to rest easier, for a lonely child to find something to smile about or for a family 
to sit down together over a home-cooked meal.  These everyday things that we often take for granted are what 
keep families going when they are faced with the fears and uncertainties of a child in a medical crisis.  At     
Cincinnati’s Ronald McDonald House, every donor and every donation makes a difference.  Thank you for your 
compassion. for our guest families! 
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From the Pantry, Elaine Powers Thanks You... 
 
In May, eleven walkers and runners participated in the Hunger Walk sponsored by  the 
Freestore Foodbank.  Others of you gave generously to support their efforts.  We realized 
$670.00 for our efforts.  That helps purchase the food items that we give out at the Pantry 
each week.  For those who are wondering, in January, we (the MNP Food Pantry)                
became a Freestore Foodbank partner.  Food items are purchased at the Distribution 
Center of the Freestore Foodbank for less cost than at the local grocery.  We do shop  
locally if the price is less costly so that we stretch the dollars as best we can. We have 
also been recipient of over $9000.00 of goods from the Kroger Company through the         
efforts of Ken Tucker over the last year.  All these items are provided so that our 
neighbors have more food.   
 
Thank you over and over again. 
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Dan Argo and 
Don Clark 

have                    
assumed the 
leadership at 

My Neighbor’s 
Place.  

 
FESTIVAL OF SHARING  
Festival of Sharing is right around the corner.  The date of the festival is October 
1 and our kits will be picked up on September 28.  This is the Second Mile Giving 
project for September, however, it is never too early to start collecting items 
needed.  Please start bringing items to church and placing them in the FOS  
baskets located around the entranceways and gym.  We will also be sharing the 
school supplies that are donated with our own Westwood School. 
Health items:  hand towels (16” x 28”), washcloths, wide-tooth comb, nail clipper, 
bath size bar of soap, toothbrush, band-aids   
Baby care items:  Cloth diapers, T-shirts or undershirts (no onesies), washcloths, gown or sleeper, diaper pins, 
baby sweater or sweatshirt, receiving blankets. 
Emergency clean buckets:  five-gallon bucket with resealable lid, scouring pads, sponges, scrub brush, clean-
ing towels (reusable, like Easy Wipes), 50-78 oz. dry laundry detergent, 12 oz. bottle of household cleaner, 25 
oz. bottle liquid dish soap, package of 48-50 clothespins, clothesline, 100 feet, dust masks, latex gloves, work 
gloves, 28-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags (30-45 gal.) 6-9 oz. Insect relent ( not aerosol). 
School supplies:  Blunt metal scissors, 70 count spiral notebooks, 30 cm. (12”) ruler, hand-held pencil sharp-
ener, large eraser, pencils, box of 24 crayons, cloth bags (12” x 14” to 14” x 17” cotton or lightweight canvas). 
Can’t shop? How about a shipping donation of $2.00 per bag that we send. 
We will be doing the packaging of these items, so start now when the prices are right and sales are on to pick 
up one or two items and bring them.  If everyone helps, we can have an outstanding gift for others. 
 
The Church Mission Team 

Top to Bottom 
Co-Directors Dan Argo 

and Don Clark 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY     
 
No Church Clothes Allowed! 
That’s right!  No church clothes are allowed on Sunday, August 28th.  Elementary children should come in shorts, 
short-sleeved shirts and comfortable shoes so they can enjoy the second annual End of Summer Game Day!  During 
the regular Sunday school time, children will participate in a variety of summer games while learning about Christ.  
So, come in casual clothes and bring a friend! 
 
9:30 Fall Sunday School Schedule 
Children will return to their year round classrooms, starting on September 4th.  The Journey classes will remain the 
same. Classrooms are as follows: 
 ages 0-2 Nursery (1st floor) 
 age 2  Star Room (1st floor) 
 age 3-4  Bumblebee Room (1st floor) 
 age 5-K  Frog Room (1st floor) 
 Grade 1-2 God’s Backyard, left side (2nd floor) 
 Grade 3-4 God’s Backyard, right side (2nd floor) 
 Grade 5-6 Wesley Room (2nd floor, off the gym) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                

From the Cookie Corner 
    

By Nedra Groggins-Sage 
 
We give thanks and praise that the “Kookie Kids” sent out FIVE boxes of   
cookies (weighing approximately five pounds each) to military men with  
addresses we received from members of the congregation. Our cookie bakers 
were in rare form as they rolled out a multitude of delicious cookies.  
 
Do you have family or friends serving in the military that would welcome these goodies also? If so please 
share the names, addresses and your relationship with the service person. (U.S. Government requires that the 
cookies be sent by someone that the recipient recognizes, in order to protect against harmful materials being 
placed in the box). 
 
If you don’t have that special someone, you are welcome to be a cookie baker, cookie packer, or a “deep 
pocket” benefactor-helper. The mailing cost per box is a hefty $10.95, so your financial support is very much 
needed.  
 
We would like to give our sincere thanks to the “Kookie Kids” helpers on our last shipment. We are praying for 
many more shipments to come, but that can only happen with your help. Please prayerfully consider being a 
part of this ministry.  
 
Please contact Nancy Charls @ 513-574-9463.   

VBS IN A BOX  

DAYTIME VBS 

 
UMW – What a Group!!! 

 
By Elaine Powers, Secretary 

 

The West Ohio Conference and Ohio River Valley District  
United Methodist Women have presented  to Westwood UMW  

both a Five Star Status and a Gold Mission Today Status awards.   
 

Five Star is a Mission Giving Award  includes five categories including Giving Pledge, Special Mission Recogni-

tion, Gift to Mission, Gift in Memory and World Thank Offering .  
  

For Gold Mission Today, our unit earned 17 of 20 points in giving and programming – much of it involving  

mission learning or participation.  Way to go ladies!!!  
 

If you want to find a group involved in Missions, especially one that is concerned with women  and children,  

come and visit Westwood UMW meetings.  The whole group meets on the 1st Thursday at 10:30 am.  Many  
circles are available.   Watch for special programs that are being planned at different times to  do one specific 

mission project.  This is an easy way to have some church fellowship and serve others.  

If interested contact Vera Marker, the UMW President .  Stay tuned!!! 

 

VBS “SHAKE IT UP” SUCCESS!!! 

 
Our vacation Bible School this year 
was a delicious success!  Many   

volunteers  provided leadership to 

well over 100 children.  They shared  

the Word of God with the children 
and we want to say thank you!  On 

behalf of the congregation and the 

VBS leadership  team, we express 

our appreciation for the gifts of your 

time, talent and service.� 


