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Vision. What comes to your mind when this word appears in front of you?

For someone with poor eyesight, vision is a word that brings to the

forefront the need for surgery, medicine, corrective measures. For

someone with a spectacular view overlooking a scenic vista vision is

something held in rapture and gratitude, an all most forgotten means of

seeing and inspiration. For the scripture vision is what leads a people on a
~course for without a vision the people perish.

= We are on the first step of Vision 2020 for Westwood UMC . Our goal is to

have a clear vision of God’'s direction through a discernment process

beginning with small group gatherings at various locations through the

summer. It is up to you to sign up for a group and these groups are available by calling the

office. The hope and prayer is that as we listen to one another in these gatherings we will
discern the direction we are to move toward 2020.

We know Scripture :

Micah 2:8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Luke 4:18-19 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring
good news to the poor.. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” —
Jesus’ vision statement.

Matthew 28:18-20 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that
| have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.’

Matthew 22:36-40 ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said to him,
‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’

We also have studied the five practices of fruitful congregations which are radical
hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith development, risk taking mission and service
and extravagant generosity. Following these practices in all our ministries from A — Z guides
us in the methodology.

We have had a detailed examination of our community and know much from the Easum/
Bandy report done a few years ago. We continue to update this information to help us in our
discernment.

Vision is about God’s will being done. Vision is about faith in action.
Vision is about prayer and obedience. Vision is about the Kingdom of God.
Vision is about the here and now and the future.

Our part is Christian conversation within the boundaries of Scripture, first, then practice
and research that will encourage us to pray for God’s leading in our focus groups and for the
vision of our church into the future. So don’t miss the conversation at a focus group.

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is the senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church
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church, till we are all moving
rhythmically and easily with each other,
efficient and graceful in response to
God’'s Son, fully mature adults, fully
developed within and without, fully

Pam Christman| gajive like Christ.”

SEEING (and being seen) 2020
By Roger Lindle, Church Council Chairman

| wrote last month about listening
as one of the key steps in our
seeing WUMC in 2020—
Listening to God’s Word about
the purpose of the Church and
" how we are the body of Christ.
' We are to be a manifestation of
Christ in our community.

v The body of Christ is not made up of just anyone,
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though. It is comprised of Christians. In thinking
about that, a question comes to mind —
Why am | a Christian? I'm sure there
are many different answers we have
as to how we came to be a Christian, |
and more importantly, in my mind, why
we choose to remain a Christian. But
one common factor for all Christians is we believe
Jesus was the Christ. Not just that he existed, but
that he was truly God incarnate. We accept Jesus
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as true and genuine. We believe in Jesus. Being a
Christian, though, is more than just saying you
believe in Jesus. | think one aspect of being a
Christian is wanting to follow Christ's teachings. So
if we listen to Jesus, what does He say we are to do?
When Jesus asked Peter “Do you love me?”, He
didn't merely want a profession of Peter's love.
Jesus wanted evidence of Peter's, (and likewise
ours) love. When we answer “yes” to His question
“Do you love me?” Jesus tells us we are to feed His
sheep, tend His flock, and keep His commandments.
Saying “yes” to Jesus’ is a call to action and part of
what it means to be a Christian.

Our love for Jesus is an invisible entity,
but the fruits of that love can be, and
. ~ need to be, clearly seen. As we envision
\ WUMC in 2020 we need to see a church

of “being” Christians. We, and others, will

see a church tending its flock, feeding its
sheep and loving our neighbors. We will show, and
others will see, concrete evidence of what it means to

- )

be a Christian.

Fellowship

Food Panty
In honor of Dick Powers’ Service by Sarah & Harvey Freeman

MNP-Closet

In memory of Steve Terry by Bob & June Brandt

In memory of Steve Terry by Diana Risse & Bill Teets
In memory of Steve Terry by Linda & Joh Linnenberg
In memory of Steve Terry by Madelon Hall

In memory of Steve Terry by Bob & Lezlie Dearnell

In memory of Steve Terry by Sally Dessauer

In memory of Steve Terry by Randy & Lonette Bechard
In memory of Steve Terry by Mary & Jim Sorgs

In memory of Steve Terry by Helen Vath

In memory of Steve Terry by Sarah & Harvey Freeman
In memory of Steve Terry by Pat & Ray McMullen

In memory of Steve Terry by Rev. Steve & Madora Bennett
In memory of Steve Terry by Ralph & Cheryl Winkler

In memory of Steve Terry by Peter & Sandy Alderucci
In memory of Steve Terry by Rebecca Arlington

In memory of Steve Terry by Marjorie Burress

In memory of Steve Terry by Tim & Jan Peter

In memory of Steve Terry by Jean & Norv Mansfield

In memory of Steve Terry by Sue LaRue

In memory of Steve Terry by Gordon & Lynda Hone

In memory of Steve Terry by Dorothy Enderle

In memory of Steve Terry by Sheryl Ross

In memory of Kayrn Owens by Sarah & Harvey Freeman
In memory of Kayrn Owens by WUMC Merrimates

Memorial Fund
In memory of Hyla Keel by Marlene Beigel
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Dear Church Family,

We want to thank you for your cards and expressions of love
and sympathy following the recent death of our daughter
Karyn. Your thoughts and prayers have been greatly
appreciated during this difficult time.

Gordon and Lynda Hone
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Our prayers go out to Judy Terry and son, Jon, on the passing
of Steve Terry. Steve passed away July 5th. Also to Phil
Berghausen, his family and friends in the passing of Alma
Berghausen who passed away July 16th.

New [Kid on the Block

Congratulations to Jessica & Dennis Williams
on the birth of their daughter, Aubrey, born
June 12. She was welcomed by her sisters,
Keajea and Riley. Charlotte Cummins is the
proud grandmother and Gay Salling is the
proud great grandmother.

Mike and Susan Burns are the proud grandparents of Isabelle
Leisel, born on June 14 to Stephanie & Hank Hollander.
Congratulations to all.

UMW Unit Meeting
Sept 2, 2010, 10:30 am

"Let's Gef Together”

fo experience communiy

with Becky Costello
from

The Wesley Chapel Mission

RSVP to Sue Lunsford at 941-2822
& remember the food pantry items

Pray fior our Troons

Ensign Andrew D. Cordrey U.S.N.
U.S.S. SAN JACINTO CG 56
FPO AE 09587- 1176

SPC Jeremy Hilton
CMR 405 Box # 4612
APO AE 09034-4612

A1C Robert Muirheid
HHC, 1/6th Inf

8424 West Ruth Ave.
Peoria, Arizona 85345

LCPL Justin Crone

PMB 73

1335 East Western Blvd.
Jacksonville, NC 28546

CHIMES (USPS 681-140) is published monthly Jantlargugh November by Westwood United Methodist ChuB60 Epworth Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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Dee Stickley-Miner is

Are You Called to Lead a Team?

The West Ohio Conference Volunteers in Mission is ready to assist you in learning the ins and outs of gathering a team for ser-
vice in Ohio, in the US and around the world. You are invited to join
ship and spiritual growth. The session will include skills and information for being a team leader as well as ways to provide
effective spiritual leadership, appropriate ways to share leadership and how to create a worshipful mission atmosphere.

“Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah

answered “Here am |, send me!”

experienced team leaders for a day of education, fellow-

Isaiah 6:1-8

West Ohio Conference VIM Team Leader Training
July 31, 2010 @ Milford First UMC
541 Main Street / Milford, OH 45150

9:00 am - 2:30 pm
Cost: $25 (includes materials, continental breakfast & lunch)
Registration deadline: July 29, 2010

Director of Connectional

Registration

Mission and Justice at the West Ohio Conference
UMC. Dee has led VIM training classes in West
Ohio and for the Jurisdiction. She has also led and

Online: www.westohioumc.org
News & Events - Calendar, July 31
Mail: $25 and contact info to

served as spiritual guide for many teams.
Questions? 800.437.0028

Julie Bassett, West Ohio Conference
32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 43085

as evidence of training.

Disaster Early Response Team Training
The mission of an early response team is to provide a caring Christian presence in the
aftermath of a natural disaster. They begin immediate response - cleaning up and making
homes safe, sanitary and secure. Very specific guidelines enable a team to be productive
and caring while causing no further harm or being a burden to the affected community.
Classes are taught by authorized UMCOR trainers, and team members are given ID badges

Charlene Stevenson

Call 513.324.2016.

West Ohio Conference Disaster Early Response Team Training

July 31, 2010 @ Milford First UMC
541 Main Street / Milford, OH 45150

9:00 am - 4:30 pm

Cost: $25 (includes materials, continental breakfast & lunch)
Registration deadline: July 29, 2010

is an authorized Disaster Early Response Team
Trainer. She is a member of St. Paul Community
UMC in Madeira and most recently served in
Nashville, TN during the May flooding. Questions?

Registration

Online: www.westohioumc.org/disasterresponse
Mail: $25 and contact info to

Julie Bassett, West Ohio Conference

32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 43085

8:30 AM Communion
Service, Chapel
9:30 AM Traditional Service
Sanctuary
10:00 AM New Covenant
Chapel
11:00 AM The Journey
Epworth Hall

August 1
Kids Music Camp

August 8
Songs of Psalms

Rev. Kathleen Kisner

August 15
Songs of Psalms

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

August 22
Songs of Psalms:

Shining Lights
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

August 29
Songs of Psalms

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

Notes from Worship and Arts

“... Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds
and praise your Father in heaven.” (from Matthew 5:16)

Greetings in Christ!

It's a common belief that summer is “slowdown time” for the worship

and arts ministries of a church, but at Westwood UMC this summer, our

light is shining as brightly as ever! One program that allows us to shine
God’s light in a special way is our new tradition of having “Concerts on the Lawn” at My
Neighbor’s Place in April, June, August, and October of each year. It's a lot of fun for our
praise band, Godspeed, to put on a different musical hat, as it were, performing popular music
outdoors as our volunteers share fellowship—as well as eat hot dogs and play lawn games—
with our neighbors. Be sure to come by and see our next concert, starting at 6:00 PM on
August 21!

By the time you receive this issue, we will probably be right in the middle of this year’'s Kids’
Music Camp. This yearly week-long program, which complements our Vacation Bible School,
is the biggest occasion within our Worship and Arts Ministry for new children and families to
get acquainted with Westwood UMC. As | write this, we've already got nearly sixty kids
signed up for the camp, which, for the first time, is now open to preschoolers as well as
children in or just finished with elementary school. The musical that this year's campers will
put on is called “The Rock Slinger and His Greatest Hit,” a telling of the story of David and
Goliath. This musical, which they will present in the 9:30 and 11:00 worship services on
August 1, will be a great chance for these kids to lift their voices in worship to God, and have a
great time doing it as well.

In the next issue, I'll be writing—already—about the start of a new season for our choirs and
looking ahead to exciting developments for our Worship and Arts ministry. Until, then, as
always, contact me to find out how to let your light shine.

Making a joyful noise,

Mike Kelly

Director of Worship and Arts
661-3139, ext 113
Mike@wumc.cc

10153




Annual Conference Report
By Dick Powers

The theme of this year's annual conference was “Love In
Action — Building Bridges out of Poverty” This theme was
carried through all the sermons and the workshops.

The conference opened on Monday morning with a
communion service. The speaker was Rev. Jorge
Acevedo of Grace Church in Southwest Florida. His
sermon was on how Grace Church, a multi-site church has
grown and how it is reaching out, especially through its
recovery ministry programs, to the area.

Bishop Ough announced that the Miracle Offering for this
conference would be split 70% to Grace Children’s
Hospital in Haiti and 30% to the United Methodist
Children’s Home. The attendees were told that in support
of this, three Bishop Ough bobble heads would be
auctioned off.

After the Episcopal address in the afternoon, the only
controversial issue of the convention was brought to the
conference. It was necessary to elect a new Director of
Finance and Administration. The nominee, Bill Bronson,
has been working with the current Director and was well
qualified for the position. The discussion arose over the
fact that he is a practicing homosexual. After a very
orderly discussion, his election was approved.

Tuesday opened with a worship service where the
speaker was the Rev. Janet Wilson. She is an ordained

Methodist minister and is serving on the Faculty at
American Baptist College. Her message was on bringing
the homeless and non-church people into the Church. The
rest of the day was devoted to workshops on various
subjects. You could attend one in the morning and one in
the afternoon. That evening was a “Rock The Dock” party
where the Cabinet challenged the Youth to various
activities. The Cabinet won.

During the meetings, the first two bobbleheads were
auctioned off. The first bobble head went for $ 1,000. The
second went for $ 2,200. The third bobble head (Superman
Bishop) was auctioned on Wednesday and it went for
$ 6,600. The bidders presented it to the Bishop’s wife.

The worship service on Wednesday featured Bishop Raul
Garcia of Conferencia Oriental in Mexico. His message car-
ried out how the theme of the Conference is working in
Mexico.

On Thursday afternoon, the Celebration of Life and
Ministry Service was held. During this service, Rev. Ken
Daft retired. It was also announced that the Miracle
Offering had received $150,000 during the convention. The
United Methodist Men were collecting bags of potatoes to
be sent to poor counties in Ohio. Their goal was 10,000 Ibs.
By Thursday, they had collected 19,000/ Ibs.

This was one of the calmest and most pleasant
conferences. It did not have the normal divisive issues of
other conferences. And the weather was ideal.

Love n Action=Eullelng Bridges eut ef [Peverty Tour
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It has been an awesome beginning for the Wesmates Sun

day School Class summer schedule! If you haven't ex-

perienced it yet — please join us for one or more of the August sessions at 11 o’clock on Sunday mornings in the

Wesmates Room at the far end of the gym.

August 1 Rev. Bill Patterson
August 8

August 15 Rev. Joe Boone
August 22 Ralph Winkler
August 29 Pat McMullen

“Sharing God’s Grace”

Rev. George Brown  “Giving of Oneself”

“Living into the Future”
“Growing in Joy and Peace”

“Upheld by God”

Do you have a ministry you'd like to get in the
Opportunity Booklet and the Connection
Card? Please write a brief description of the ministry
and submit your information to the church office by
July 16th. If you have any question contact, Lezlie
Dearnell, 574-5605.

UMCOR Donations Needed

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has
responded to the recent tornado destruction in
Northwest Ohio This tornado in June caused severe
damage to the community of Milford and a United
Methodist pastor lost her life because of the storm. One
hundred percent of donations will go directly to helping
the affected communities. If you wish to contribute to
this effort, you may do so through WUMC. Please
indicate on your donation that it is for tornado relief.

Join us for Fellowship, fun, and food for anyone, any
age, who lives alone

Thursday, August 5, at 6:00 p.m.:
Meet for dinner at the Church Parlor
We will be meeting for a regular potluck in the church
parlor and planning. Bring a favorite food to share,
your beverage & ideas for future meetings.

Game Day is Back!

On August 29, during Sunday school, the
elementary children will have a game day in the
gym! Please have your child wear comfortable
clothing and shoes for running!

Photos by
John Henderson,
WOC Public
Relations Intern,
Otterbein College

PARTICIPATE 2020

We want your ideas for the 2020 Vision. Good in-hom e conversation together will help us crystallize ou r
vision. Call Barb Vogt at 661-3175 to make your re servations for one of the following home meetings.
Remaining focus groups:

THU, AUG 5, 3 PM, ELAINE POWERS, HOME
TUE, AUG 10, 1 PM, WILMA BEIGEL, HOME
TUE, AUG 17, 7 PM, PAT MCMULLIN, HOME (FULL)
WED, AUG 25, 7 PM, JOANNE WARD, HOME



Adults in Action on Edisto Island, S.C.
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By Duncan Cordrey

As summer moves forward we are reminded of ways to serve others. This was certainly brought to our attention as
we listened to the youth of Westwood tell us about their experiences at Ichthus and Meigs County Ohio on youth
Sunday. VBS, Music Camp, Upward basketball, youth group, all of these have been some of the many ways for our
youth to serve. But why should they have all the fun?

Earlier this year several of us got together to start a new group for “big kids” to serve God in mission work, “Adults
In Action”. Our goal is to find ways to get adults involved in mission. The needs and locations of God'’s people are
as varied as any of us might possibly imagine.

On June 18™ we sent four men to do God's work in South Carolina. We had the great pleasure of being able to help
a wonderful lady, who was near 90 something. Her name was Mrs. Beatrice Mack. On the island she is Mrs. B.
Mack. Right away we were taken by her warmth and excitement about our coming to work on her home. Delores,
her daughter, told us that their bathroom needed some attention.

The job we tackled was fairly simple, redo a bathroom where nothing worked the way it had been designed. The
sink was being held up by a piece of 1 by 2 and the drain pipe. Inside the vanity we found the cabinet and the walls
totally covered in mold. The floor had dropped far enough to see the dirt 3 feet below. This gap continued around
the top of the bathtub, exposing more decayed wood and black mold. All of the tub surfaces were corroded and
covered in rust. The tub was only being used by a 5 foot long rat snake. Besides the snake, the other thing in the
tub was the toilet. Yes, in one end of the tub was a galvanized bucket. The regular toilet was covered inside by rust
and was completely dry. Our challenge, a new bathroom in 5 days. ..."With God, all things are possible.” On June
25" Mrs. B. Mack got her new bathroom, complete with new drywall, flooring, medicine cabinet, light fixture, sink,
faucet, toilet, and new tub/shower(without the snake).

Our mission trip was not only about the work. It was about 4 men building and repairing their relationships with God.
We had worship every night and to be honest, this became the one thing we all wanted to share every night. The
study guide we used was a book titled “The Epic”. This became our time of growing and healing. Our Father does
awesome things with ordinary people, in simple places, at times we least
expect, with outstanding results. It became a time where we were able to

talk about our angers, fears,

and doubts. We discussed

how we would have to change

in order to live God’s plan for

us. This we decided was our

biggest challenge for the week.

God’s plan alone brought the

four of us together for this spe-

cial week. Our goal is to be-
come the servants He wants us to be, in His Kingdom. In the Book of Life, God our Father has written a special role
for each one of us. We just need to open the Book. On this recent mission trip four men had this opportunity and
the story has begun. Our roles will be different, but it will be God’s plan. | would encourage you to seek out your
role in God’s Kingdom. He wants you to take an active part. You have an important role to play, believe that, it is
written in the one book that is the truth. His Book. There are many ways to serve, this too is God’s plan. He will
help you find your place, just ask. Remember, God has a Plan.

Wy Nelghber's Place

Saturday, June 12" was our long awaited fishing trip for the guys at My Neighbor’s Place. Since the morning
started off very wet our group wasn’t as large as we had planned but when we arrived at the “fishing hole” the
rain had stopped and we had a great day for fishing. The day was somewhat eventful as one of the guys
almost fell off the dock into the lake as he chased his pole as a large fish started to take off with it. The fish
got away! Another one of our fishermen spent most of the day trying to untangle the fishing line in his reel.
While all of this was going on Ace kept catching fish, however they weren't big enough to keep so he threw
them all back in. While all these exciting activities were taking place a couple of us watched from our lawn
chairs. | think everyone had a good time and they are already asking when we can go again. Needless to say
we did not have the much anticipated fish fry at the Men’s Social in June. | would like to thank Roger Lindle’s
brother, Gary, for leading us to this “fishing hole” near Dillsboro, IN.

By Gordon Hone

Another first at My Neighbor’'s Place was one of the ladies asked to sing a solo for one of our devotions. She
did a beautiful job singing one of her favorite gospel songs and it brought the group alive. | am impressed at
how the “neighbor’s” look forward to our weekly devotions and how they get involved. Again, this summer we
are glad to see members of the Confirmation Class at St. Martin’s of Toures in Cheviot volunteering to help
sort clothing in The Closet on Tuesday mornings. They plan to be there about 8 weeks during the summer.
They are big help and have fun while giving of their time to help in the community. We are most appreciative
for what they do.

My Neighbor’'s Place was saddened by the loss of Steve Terry. Steve had been volunteering from the very
beginning and had become a very integral part of the My Neighbor's Place family. Everyone loved Steve and
we were always concerned for him when he was not there. He loved being there each week and was
determined to be there right up to the end. Even in his final week he wanted to get out of his hospice bed and
be there but that wasn't to be. Steve, we love you and know you are still a part of us.

In August, My Neighbor’s Place will host the Synod of the Covenant Mobile Health Fair Ministry. The Mobile
Health Fair Ministry is an outreach program sponsored by the Synod of the Covenant, Presbyterian Church.
The program travels throughout Ohio and Michigan, providing health screenings and health education to
underserved and uninsured members of our communities. People who require further medical attention are
referred to local free/low cost clinics within their community. Screenings will include: height and weight,
hearing, dental, blood pressure, glucose, pulmonary function, vision and basic skin check. This health fair will
be held at My Neighbor’s Place on August 3rd from 9:00AM until 11:00AM and is open to anyone in the
community.

By Elaine Powers

The Food Pantry at My Neighbor's Place continues to serve at least 30 families a week. With success
comes need: This means that we need more of your help. The following items are given out each week. If
you can bring some to church, or give money to purchase them, that help would be significant. Thanks for
your consideration.

Food Pantry Needs

Applesauce Noodle Soup

Cereal Peanut Butter

Corn Peas

Corn Muffin Mix Pineapple/other fruit
Crackers Pork & Beans

Green Beans Spaghetti (1 Ib. pkage)
Jelly Spaghetti Sauce
Macaroni and Cheese Tomato Soup

Mixed Vegetables Tuna
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A Chureh-Wice Missien Weelk-end Experience is Coming thls [Fall

By Nedra Groggins-Sage

Matthew 25:40 (NLT) And the King will say, ‘I tell you the
truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’

Can you hold the date to show just how much you love your
city and fulfill your service to Christ by serving your fellow
man? There will be something for everyone. Have you been
on a mission trip and were so excited that you could not wait
to get home and tell someone? Is there a community
mission that is close to your heart that you can’t wait to get
to from week to week? Have you ever witnessed a smile
and the joy from someone that received your assistance? |
know, it's quite a few questions, but understand there is an
opportunity coming to Westwood that can give you those same warm feelings and some lessons that will enrich you.

A Church-Wide mission weekend experience is coming this fall, with an opportunity to celebrate those gifts Christ has
given you. You'll have some fun, great entertainment, great food, a warm feeling and top it off with great speakers.
What could be more of a blessing?

We need you to make this weekend a success. We need your presence and your prayers. We want to show how much
Westwood United Methodist Church loves Cincinnati. The mission team is working out the fine points, while you clear
your calendar for October 2-3, 2010 and make plans to attend.

SCROOL DAY MISSIORN

By Carol Wright, Mission Team Chairperson

Want to help get students off to a good start at school? How about donating
simple items that can be given to classrooms at Cheviot, Midway and
Westwood Schools to help them along. We can help! The following are
requests from these three schools:

Cheviot School — Pencils, notebook paper, crayons, hand sanitizer.
Midway School - Pencils and notebooks — one or three subject.
Westwood School- Paper, pencils, crayons, glue sticks, tissue, paper-towels.

With your assistance, we can fulfill these needs and show that we care. Money for items can be put in the Offering Plate
—mark them “School Day Mission.” Containers will be in the Welcome Center and by the elevator to collect items.
Collection date —by August 8, 2010. Thanks for your generosity.

Preschoolf

As | prepare a brief talk to the Westwood Civic
Association, it gives me an opportunity to reflect over my
last 3 years among the good folks of WUMC.

I am reminded that | left a very hectic life as Pastoral

Assistant at Gloria Dei. It was one of those job

Vicki Welsh,  descriptions that ended with the phrase...and all other
Preschool duties as assigned by the Pastor. | had just completed a
Director recuperation period following 3 surgeries in 6 months. |

love and will always love my Gloria Dei family. However |
no longer felt able to continue to answer the unpredictable calls that Lay
Assistant necessitated. Through much prayer and discernment, | felt a pull
back to the city where some of my best memories of ministry still reside.
When | saw the position open here for the Nursery School, | knew there were
still a “few good years” leftt Perhaps God could use me for good here in
Westwood...at Westwood.

It has been a glorious experience. Many of you have embraced me and my
efforts. | was energized by the book that Steve Bennett introduced, “Five
Practices of Fruitful Congregations”. | was excited when Dr. Lee came and
continued the charge to seek ways to achieve radical hospitality, passionate
worship, intentional faith development, risk-taking mission/service, and
extravagant generosity. My charge by the staff at our first Staff Retreat was —
Child Care. Never to be one to act without a strong backdrop of knowledge, |
began the process of educating myself through classes, books, visitations,
and on line information. Out of all that came Power Point presentations to
Church Council, the appointing of a Task Force, and a year of proposal writ-
ing, real-estate hunting, facts and figures.

Meanwhile, | positioned Westwood to become the hub for the new
Strengthening Families Initiative (SFI). What a plus that group has been! |
have had the privilege of networking with other center directors and Home
Care Providers. As a result, the more notable changes have been the Stork
Lot, Parent Buzz Board, more parent control of fundraisers, Conversation
Area in the Trolley Room, and Home Visits...all in an effort to create a more
family-friendly preschool environment. Also, for hitting certain bench marks,
our program has received about $800 in grant money each of the last two
years. | have gone to Columbus to speak at a hearing to re-fund the SFl into
other zip codes adjacent to 45211. | am happy to report that the SFI will
expand into other neighborhoods next year...with WUMC still acting as its
central meeting location.

Wow, these 3 years have flown by! | can proudly present the Extended Care
Program as a concept unique in Westwood and perhaps well beyond. Here is
a glimpse: Once a child is enrolled in our preschool program, we will be
licensed to care for that child, as needed, from 7 am to 6 pm. A family can
contract for just the amount of time it needs in 2 hour units at a cost of $5 an
hour. What this means to a family is that they do not have to have their child
in child care any longer than is absolutely necessary. If the child is dropped
off at 7 am so mom can get to work, but grandma can pick up that child at
noon, then the family burden for child care is only for those early morning
hours. We have found that this is an ideal program for parents returning to
school, because every quarter a family can review their contract and rework
their times to fit their changing school or work schedule.

Dear friends, if this hasn’t been risk-taking mission and service, please tell me
what is. | pray that God continues to grant us the strength, the gifts and the
wisdom to answer the call of All Aboard to move Westwood into Westwood.
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Yes, that's right! VBS can fit into a box, actually quite a few large
boxes! Workers from “Awaken the City”, a United Methodist mission
program, joined with the people of Westwood United Methodist
Church to meet the children of the neighborhood. With boxes in
hand, this faithful crew traveled the neighborhood, visiting area
apartments. Mc Farlan Park, Woodlands, and Montclair in the Woods
all welcomed the group. Over 18 children attended the two hour
program which featured the first day of the “Galactic Blast’
curriculum. Smiles and laughter were shared in abundance, making
the new, out of the box event, a success!

VBS Blasts Off to the United Methodist Children'sH  ome
Each year, Vacation Bible School
selects a mission project. This year,
in conjunction with the annual
conference miracle offering to Grace
Children Hospital of Haiti and the
P o United Methodist Children’s Home in

*Aierure P2 Worthington, Ohio, VBS focused on
the Children’s Home. The children, with some help from the
congregation, made welcome kits for children who have to leave
their homes.

The UM Children’s Home was started as an orphanage in 1911
and has evolved in addressing the changing needs of hurting
children and their families. In 2009, they served over 400
children through their residential and foster care program,
adoption services, emergency shelter and other home, school &
community based programs. For more information on their min-
istry, go to www.umchohio.org

August 1, 2010 is Music Camp Presentation!

%B.esznnes September 12

There will be no children’s Sunday school on August 1 so that the children may participate or enjoy the child-led services.
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Lay Pastors have started two new lay ministries for
our church. One is to assist our ministers by making
hospital calls on Wednesdays as Wednesday is the
day for staff program planning and coordinating
meetings. Five lay pastors have volunteered, on a
rotating basis, to help cover needed hospital visits on
Wednesdays.

The second new ministry is to make phone calls
following hospitalization. Hospitals stays are short;
but often home nursing care, Physical Therapy, or
Rehabilitation is needed following a hospital stay.
These follow-up calls will enable our care for one
another especially when the recovery period is an
extended one. Six Lay Pastors have volunteered for
this phone ministry to persons recovering at home or
at rehabilitation centers.

At present there are 23 active Lay Pastors who have
received instruction and have been ‘Commissioned’
by Westwood UMC. Most of our Lay Pastors serve
by making a monthly contact with one or more
members who are homebound or in nursing homes.
Ken Coleman is serving as Director for the Lay
Pastor Program. Rev. David Schneider helps with
instruction and continuing education and is the clergy
resource person.

NOTE: We need to know when you or a family
member or friend is in the hospital. Remember, the
hospitals, nursing homes, and rehabilitation centers
DO NOT let churches know when a member is at
their facility! It is important to call the church when
someone you know is in a hospital, nursing home or
rehabilitation center! We cannot offer pastoral care if
we don’t know. Your information is part of our “care
for one another.” (I Cor. 12: 25-27)

Worldng Toward Wellness

Small Group Forming

In a world of fast food and conveniences, it is often
difficult to physically care for one’s self. God has
given us wonderful bodies that are often
neglected. This group is designed for anyone who
wants to live a healthier life by making one positive
change at a time. For more information about this
group, please contact Pastor Kathleen.

Families in Mission

There are a variety of opportunities for adults and
children of all ages to participate in Christian mission
through the United Methodist Church. Within a couple
hours drive, families can change the lives of other
people and experience the transforming grace of being
the hands of Christ in the world. If you would like to
participate in a weekend mission trip, with or without
your children, please contact Pastor Kathleen.
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