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‘ d’ This is the season of champions! The NBA finals, the NHL finals, the
World Soccer Match and the Reds are making a push for this year’s
championship. (I know you can't believe that | actually said that!) But

champions are made not born, champions show their stuff when it gets

‘J tougher and harder to stay the course. Is Westwood United Methodist

G

~~ Church a champion? | think so, do you?

—

' == A champion church is honest about its strong points like good worship,
ﬁ trained staff, and excellent volunteers in ministry. A champion church is
' honest about its weaknesses like we need a stronger cash flow and
everyone to tithe. A champion church is honest about its purpose like engaging a dynamic
society with the good news of Jesus and with relevant ministry led by lay members of the

church. A champion church is honest with itself. A champion church is honest because it
knows the Bridegroom returns.

This past month we looked at the book of Jonah. (If you didn't listen to the messages, you
can go to the www.wumc.cc and listen to them). Jonah was one who was honest in that he
didn’'t want to follow God because he knew God was gracious and merciful, slow to anger
and abundant in loving kindness. Yeah, | wouldn't follow a god like that either! But he
changed his mind and did follow right into a dynamic and brutal society called Nineveh with
a message that was both challenging to him and the Ninevites, God judges people and calls
all to be accountable to him for their actions or inaction; Jonah for his inaction in not being
obedient and the people of Nineveh for their actions EVEN though they did not recognize
God as a god to reckon with.

God calls us to live like we believe God is GOD. God calls us to live as if this summer gives
us an opportunity to meet new people and invite them to know Jesus better through our
worship, small groups, get-togethers, friendships. God calls us to be honest with ourselves
and examine if we are following or not.

The summer is a time for honest appraisals to become a champion. Not a long distance
runner or swimmer, a fortune earned in business or that fabulous vacation. But this month,
focus on being honest with yourself in asking yourself the following questions:

Does what | do lead to champion Christian living?
Does my life reflect what | believe God is capable of doing in my life?

Do | help make my church a champion through my service, prayers, presence and
giving?

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is the senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church
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| Pastor.........ccoooiiiiiii .

Associate Pastor..................

U Visitation Pastor...................

...Lee Strawhun
Kathleen Kisner
David Schneider

MINISTERS:
Every Member of Our Congregation!

Executive Administrator ....... Sharon Spaulding| “He handed out gifts.... to train ALL

Director of Student Ministries...
S Minister of Worship & Arts ......

Organist.......c.oeceveveiveie e,
Preschool Director.................
Administrative Assistant.........
F Building Superintendent.........

F
|

Food Service.........cooeevievninnnn.

...Josh Lemons
...Michael Kelly
..Scott Kimmell
...... Vicki Welsh
Lonette Bechard

Duncan Cordrey | geveloped within and without, fully
Pam Christman| gajive like Christ.”

CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work,
working within Christ's body, the
church, till we are all moving
rhythmically and easily with each other,
efficient and graceful in response to
God’'s Son, fully mature adults, fully

By Sharon Spaulding, Chimes Editor

On Sunday | was in Atlanta, Georgia at the new home of
my now grown son, Justin. On Monday | was in
Cincinnati, Ohio on the back deck of my home sharing
lunch with the neighborhood children. Between the two
places, | was driving Interstate 75 in sheets of rain with
as much water gushing from my eyes as from the sky. |
was not home. | had left the home where my heart was:
my son was hundreds of miles behind me.

“Home” is our sense of place—a poignant force in
human nature. We are stunned—even humiliated when
we have lost our place. “Placelessness” brings anxiety
and “rootlessness” alienation. It's a fingerprint we share.
Our anchor is “home”; our roots ground us. | don't have
to be with my brothers and sister more than an hour
before brother Bill begins his stories of when we were
kids. All his stories are wrapped in a white shingled
house on a hill above a stream. This was our place—the
“home-place”. We were closer to the ground then.
Everything was large—the black cow hiding in the barn
when we chanced taking a short cut through the
neighbor’s pasture; the garden when we had to fill a
bushel basket with green beans, and the distance when
we needed to walk to the general store on a hot summer
day. Our friends and neighbors have taken on mythical
proportions in my brother’'s stories. In no time at all,
we're back drinking lemonade, swatting sweat bees and
giggling our breath away. That place becomes as real as
my front yard and the shade tree we’re sitting under as

we talk. That place is our cultural heritage, our emotional
flash point, our connections that have bound us and
freed us through the years. We've taken it everywhere.
Of course, this does not have to be explained to
Westsiders. Few places are so distinctively defined by
long lasting friendships, hometown values, and good
people who are there when you need them. Westsiders
know what is meant by a sense of place. Just note the
community’s emotional response to tearing down the
Gamble home.

But when we’re on the rain-drenched Interstates of our
lives, feeling displaced and rootless, alienated and
alone, what is our true anchor, our place, our home. For
me it's knowing | live in the heart of God. “For we have
this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It
enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain “ (Hebrews
6:19). In the OIld Testament, the “inner sanctuary”
behind the veil or curtain was the Holy of Holies, the part
of the temple where God dwelled. As His chosen
people moved through geography and history, the
temple became a moving tabernacle, the Ark of the
Covenant, carried into the promised land. The journey
leads home—this holy God becomes the loving Savior,
Jesus, who in our time welcomes us into his heart, the
home we were created for—our promised land where
we are warmed by the hearth, connected by the stories.
By faith we know we’re in the sweet spot, our place, our
home, His heart.

Fellowship

Food Panty

In memory of Hyla Keel by Jackie and Al Armstrong
In memory of Lee Nichols by Betty Richardson

In memory of Hyla Keel by Harvey & Sarah Freeman
In memory of Hyla Keel by Mr. & Mrs. Alan Wrassman

Wesmates Endowment

In memory of Hyla Keel by Helen Vath

In memory of Hyla Keel by Libby & Charlie Richen
In memory of Hyla Keel by Linda & Barry Borchering
In memory of Hyla Keel by Roger Lindle & Mary Sue Braun
In memory of Hyla Keel by Norv & Jean Mansfield

In memory of Hyla Keel by Mr. & Mrs. Jack Bunch

In memory of Hyla Keel by Jerry & Anne Nickerson
In memory of Hyla Keel by Elsabeth Anger

In memory of Hyla Keel by Bill & Sarah Thompson
In memory of Hyla Keel by Margaret Anger

Landscaping Fund
In memory of Ruth Sieger by Ruth Yanney, Barbara Allen
and family

Memorial Fund
In memory of Lee Nichols by Jane & Robert Gregory

Youth Mission Trip Fund
In honor of our High School Graduates by UMW
In memory of David Cottrill by Bonnie Uhl

Scholarship Fund
In honor of our College Graduates by UMW
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HNews and ONales..

Our prayers and condolences go out to the family and friends
of Maurice ‘Bo’ Bollinger who passed away, May 30th.

Our prayers and condolences also are extended to Nancy
Rembold and family in the death of her mother, Mary Lou
Blommel, who passed away May 15th.

Pray gy
QUK LHooNS

Dear Pastor Lee and Friends:

On behalf of our board of Trustees, staff,
almost 2,300 seniors we serve annually, and
especially our campaign steering committee
chaired by Dr. Leon Boothe, please accept
our heartfelt gratitude for the final pledge
payment of $6,000 toward the $18,000
pledge over the years to assure that the
medical transportation needs of seniors are
met.

Thanks to the continued financial support
from Westwood United Methodist Church,
Wesley Community Services provided
31,732 one-way transports to seniors having
no other way to see their doctor, dentist or
other medical appointment; to special needs
students who have no other way to get to
school; and to special needs adults who
have no other means to get to their jobs.

This gift will ensure that we will have the
appropriate  vehicles to handle our
ever-growing transportation needs into the
next decade. Please know this gift is
sincerely appreciated and will make a
definite, positive difference in the lives of
those we serve.

| am available to give you and church
members a personal tour of our facilities, or
to answer questions by phone at 513/661-
2777.

Sincerely,

Stephen Smookler
Executive Director

Ensign Andrew D. Cordrey U.S.N.
U.S.S. SAN JACINTO CG 56
FPO AE 09587- 1176

SPC Jeremy Hilton
CMR 405 Box # 4612
APO AE 09034-4612

A1C Robert Muirheid
HHC, 1/6th Inf

8424 West Ruth Ave.
Peoria, Arizona 85345

LCPL Justin Crone

PMB 73

1335 East Western Blvd.
Jacksonville, NC 28546

CHIMES (USPS 681-140) is published monthly Jantlargugh November by Westwood United Methodist ChuB60 Epworth Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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Loans Chat &Mfé Lryes
’ By Doug Skidmore
\ As a congregation we started this January with $1300 of your donations that we
loaned to six entrepreneurs in different parts of the world. Over $500 of that has

been repaid and loaned AGAIN. So the total we have loaned so far is $1800 to
15 entrepreneurs! Several of the loans we made in January are behind on their repayments but we knew that there

was always the possibility that we would make a loan that would not be repaid completely. Here are some updates
from Kiva on several of the loans we have made with the money that has been repaid.

“Thanks to you and 16 other Kiva Lenders, the $525.00 loan requested by Simon Omondi Alunga in Kenya has been
100% funded. The loan will be used for the purpose of: buying more fish for resale. Over the months of this loan,
Kiva's Field Partner in Kenya, Small and Micro Enterprise Programme (SMEP), will be collecting repayments from
this entrepreneur and posting progress updates on the Kiva website. You can view the loan profile at http:/
www.kiva.org/lend/194612

“Thanks to you and 4 other Kiva Lenders, the $150.00 loan requested by Remylin Cadugo in Philippines has been
100% funded. The loan will be used for the purpose of: Farm Supplies. Over the months of this loan, Kiva's Field
Partner in Philippines, Community Economic Ventures, Inc. (CEVI), a partner of VisionFund International, will be
collecting repayments from this entrepreneur and posting progress on the Kiva. You can view the loan profile
at:http://www.kiva.org/lend/195243

“Thanks to you and 18 other Kiva Lenders, the $800.00 loan requested by M'balu Kamara, Mohamed M. Koroma,
Kelly Mansaray in Sierra Leone has been 100% funded. The loan will be used for the purpose of: To buy milk,
Ovaltine, sugar, butter, rum, canned drinks, etc.. Over the months ofthis loan, Kiva's Field Partner in Sierra Leone,
Salone Microfinance Trust (SMT), a partner of ChildFund International, will be collecting repayments from this entre-
preneur and posting progress updates on the Kiva website. You can view the loan profile at http://www.kiva.org/
lend/193825

Because of your generosity with what God has given you, we are able to help the world’s working poor help them-
selves! If you want more information on the loans we are making or Kiva, just go on line to www.kiva.org and click
on the Community button and then use the search box to search for Westwood. Our team will come up and you can
click on the team to see all the loan information.

By Sally Dessauer

Volunteer hosts had a fun time with four high energy families that stayed at our church
evenings, May 23-29. It was a great time, but these families need our prayers: Here are some
of their prayer requests:

“My prayer is that | am happy and thankful for IHN working with my family in their time of need.” T.G.

“Please pray for me and my children’s safety and health. S. & A. & D.

"A volunteer’s prayer request, “Please pray for my son’s heart to be softened and for him to have a desire to come
home.” T.P.

We will be hosting several more homeless families again July 11-17. And we will be needing many more volunteers to
help; especially hosting evenings and overnight. Hosting the families is a really meaningful experience for the people
who volunteer. If you want to help, call one of the coordinators listed in the yellow IHN brochure found in the
information racks around the church and in the Welcome Center.

8:30 AM Communion
Service, Chapel
9:30 AM Traditional Service
Sanctuary
10:00 AM New Covenant
Chapel
11:00 AM The Journey
Epworth Hall

July 4
Happy Birthday, America!

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

July 11
The Silent Sufferer,

Mental lliness and the
Church
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

July 18
Stewardship
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun

July 25
Out of this World

Rev. Kathleen Kisner

PRAY 2020

By Roger Lindle, Church Council Chairperson

How do we "see" the church God wants WUMC to be in the next 10 years?

We have said the first step is prayer. And while we continue to pray, we

recognize the second step, as Kathleen reminded us a few weeks ago, is

listening - listening to each other, listening to our community, and, most of

all, listening to God. But how can we hear that “still small voice” of God?

One way is through the study of His Word. So as we endeavor to “see”
WUMC in 2020, we should listen to what God says about the purpose of His Church.

Does the Church even have a particular purpose for being in existence? A study of God's
Word makes it clear that the Church does have a definite purpose, or mission, to perform.
Three purposes of the church can be “heard” a number of times throughout scripture:

to preach the gospel to all (Ilsaiah 2:1-4, Matthew 28:19, Ephesians 4:12-13, 1 Peter
2:9);

to teach, grow and take care of its members and others (Matthew 28:20, Ephesians 4:11,
Colossians 3:16, 2Peter 3:18, Acts 20:28); and

to provide compassion and help for the needy (Matthew 22:39, 25:37-40, Galatians 6:10
Jas 1:27). And, in 1 Peter 5:2-3 we “hear” we should do these things willingly and eagerly
while proving to be examples to others.

But maybe more simply we ‘hear’ that the Christian Church is the ‘body of Christ’ (1 Corin-
thians 12:12-27). We are to be doing the things that Jesus Christ would do if He were here
physically on the earth. The church is to be “Christian,” “Christ-like,” and Christ-following.

Who is the “body of Christ"? We are. We are His hands, feet, ears, eyes, mouths, and
noses here on earth. We are to be a manifestation of Christ in this world, in our own
community.

Christ built His Church (Matthew 16:18) for a reason.—a
Church that was so important to Him and that He loved so
much, that he gave his life for it (Ephesians 5:25). Christ is
counting on each one of us to continue the good work of His
church. With His help, and with each other, WUMC will
continue to accomplish great things.

PARTICIPATE 2020

We want your ideas for the 2020 Vision. Good in-hom e conversation together will help
us crystallize our vision. Call Barb Vogt at 661-3 175 to make your reservations __for one
of the following home meetings. Deadline is Friday, June 25.

SUN, JUNE 27, 3 PM, ELAINE POWERS, CHURCH
MON, JUNE 28, 10 AM, LOUISE TATGENHORST, HOME
THU, JUL 1, 7 PM, CONNIE FARIS, HOME
WED, JULY 7, 7 PM, MARCIA GRIMMER, HOME
THU, JULY 15, 2 PM, JUNE ALEXANDER, HOME
THU, AUG 5, 3 PM, ELAINE POWERS, HOME
TUE, AUG 10, 1 PM, WILMA BEIGEL, HOME
TUE, AUG 17, 7 PM, PAT MCMULLIN, HOME
WED, AUG 25, 7 PM, JOANNE WARD, HOME



Graduates

Kendra Keinlein is graduating from Oak Hills High
School.

Robert Lewis Misleh is graduating from Maderia High
School where he was the co-captain of the varsity
basketball team and part of the homecoming court. A
recipient of the award for Outstanding Film Producer,
Robert will attend the University of Cincinnati to major
in business and minor in film production.

Noah Pfordresher, grandson of June Alexander,
graduated from North Grafton Maine High School.

Andrew Taske is graduating from Oak Hills High School.
Excelling in athletics, his accomplishments include all
GMC 2™ team golf; all-city honorable mention in golf; and
participation on the student athletic leadership team. His
future plans are to attend Northern Kentucky University
and major in sports business.

Angela Wireko is graduating from Lakota West High.
Angela plans to attend Cincinnati State and pursue a
degree in nursing.

Christine Elizabeth Atwood graduated from Mt. St.
Joseph College with a bachelor degree in nursing.
Christine plans to work in elder care or with children.

Lora Elizabeth Bailey , daughter of Rick & Shari
Bailey and granddaughter of Ken and Joanna
Coleman, graduated from Eastern Kentucky
University with a double major. Lora earned a
bachelor of Science degree in horticulture with a
concentration in landscape design and A.S. degree in
Technical Agriculture, Certified Kentucky pesticide
applicator. She has been on the Dean’s list, the
Garden Club of Kentucky Academic Scholarship,
Resident Assistant of the Year in ’'07, Christian
Student Fellowship Secretary, Treasurer then Vice
President of the Horticulture Club. She has also
participated in two mission trips during her spring
breaks. Lora is interested in community education
with Ky. Cooperative Extension. She would like to
attend UK to get her Master's degree in Plant and
Soil Science.

Tim Bennet, son of Dr. John and Susan Bennet,
graduated from The Ohio State University with a
bachelor of Science degree in microbiology. Tim will
be entering dental school this fall.

Amy Braun , daughter of Mary Sue Braun, graduated
from The Ohio State University with a bachelor of
science degree in dental hygiene. Amy was a part of
the Buckeye Leadership Society, Dean’s List,
Student Chapter of the American Dental Hygienists
Association, and member of the Dental Hygiene
Student Government. She plans to work as a dental
hygienist.

Alison Richen Kent, daughter of Peggy & Stan Kent
and granddaughter of Libby & Charlie Richen,
graduated from Colorado State College with a double
major in Political Science and International Studies.
She will be leaving June 17 for Ecuador, South
America, to spend two years in the Peace Corps.

Westwood United Methodist Women are pleased to honor the 2010 High School Graduates with a gift of $100 to the
Youth Mission Trip. Also we honor the 2010 College Graduates with a gift of $100 to the Scholarship Fund. We are

proud of your accomplishments. Congratulations to all!

MHappemnings
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The Wesmates Class is blessed with a team of teachers who continually challenge and inspire us ten months of
the year. We are grateful for their leadership. During the months of July and August we invite guest teachers to
lead us in our understanding of the scriptures. Our summer schedule is as follows:

June 27 Dr. Lee Strawhun
July 4 Rev. Kathleen Kisner
July 11 Ann Nickerson

July 18 Josh Lemon

July 25 Rev. Joe Boone
August 1 Rev. Bill Patterson
August 8 Rev. George Brown
August 15 Elaine Powers
August 22 Ralph Winkler
August 29 Pat McMullen

“Demonstrated in Action”

“Christian Principles of the Constitution”
“Glory to Christ”

“Chosen and Called”

“God’s Own Faithfulness”

“Sharing God's Grace”

“Giving of Oneself”

“Living into the Future”

“Growing in Joy and Peace”

“Upheld by God”

Vacation Bible School is blasting off soon! This
galactic experience requires lots of help from
adults and youth. Rocket into VBS as a crew
leader or help in a variety of areas, such as
music, arts & crafts, storytelling, snacks or
recreation. Helpers are also needed for
technology and the opening and closing times.
VBS goes into orbit on July 18". The evening
session will be July 18-23 from 6-8:30 pm and the
day session will be July 19-24 from 9 am until
noon. Both groups will gather on July 25" for a
colossal closing celebration for the whole family!
For more information, contact Pastor Kathleen or
Charlotte Hahn.

Do you have a ministry you'd like to get in the
Opportunity Booklet and the Connection
Card? Please write a brief description of the
ministry and submit your information to the
church office by July 16th. If you have any
guestion contact, Lezlie Dearnell, 574-5605.

Join us for Fellowship, fun, and food for anyone, any age,
who lives alone

Thursday, July 8, 6:00 pm: Meet for dinner
We will be meeting for a picnic at McFarlan Woods Park.
Bring picnic food to share and your beverage: meat will be
provided.

Thursday, July 22, 6:00 pm: Meet for dinner
Drew’s on the River
4333 River Road
(left of Anderson Ferry)
RSVP Sally Dessauer 662.6588 (carpool arranged)

Thursday, August 5, at 6:00 p.m.:
Meet for dinner at the Church Parlor
We will be meeting for a regular potluck in the church parlor
and planning. Bring a favorite food to share, your beverage
& ideas for future meetings.

The golfing group is getting in to
the swing of things. To be a part
of this co-ed, intergenerational
group, contact Jeff Duerk at 661-
4395.
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Summer Interns it the Greund Rumning

Two new summer interns are now on board our Student
Ministries program, preparing to positively influence the lives of
our WUMC youth. They will assist Director Josh Lemons and
our capable volunteers by assisting in teaching, worship, small
groups and mission trips.

A local guy, Matt Schlagheck grew up in Eastgate. He is a
recent graduate of Cincinnati Christian University majoring in
Biblical Studies. Though trying to discern which one, Matt plans
to enroll in seminary for a master's degree in theology and
Biblical Studies. Director of Student Ministries Josh Lemons
was especially impressed with Matt's sensitivity and insight into
the internal struggles of young people. Having battled with self
confidence much of his life, Matt understands the importance
students realizing their value in Christ and personal significance
in God'’s plan. One of the important influences in Matt’s life is his
friend Scott who led Matt to Christ.

Adding to the team is Alexandra Parks from Columbus Indiana.
Known to all as Alex, she is a rising junior at Indiana Wesleyan
University majoring in Christian Education and Youth Ministries.
When asked who has influenced her most in her faith journey,
she replied: My boyfriend helped lead me to my faith but | think
the person that has influenced me most is a woman name
Jeanna. She is like my mentor and | know that she is always
there for me when | need her and prays for me everyday. It is
encouraging to know that there is someone in continual prayer
for you. My sister is my life though. She means everything to me
and, even though she isn't a believer, she makes my faith
s t r o n g e r

For more information about Student Ministries, contact Director
Josh Lemons. You can also follow Josh on Facebook and
Twitter (visit wumec.cc for those links under staff)

Congratulaticns Nated

Nate Netzley, a WUMC member and member of WUMC Boy Scout Troop 30, completed his
Eagle Scout Board of Review, June 2, and was passed with a unanimous vote.
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Craig Kisner, husband of Associate Pastor Kathleen Kisner and
the father of James and Elisabeth, graduated with an Associate
degree in nursing from Hondros College.

Gina Louise Misleh graduated from the University of Cincinnati
with a Bachelor degree in communications. Her future plans are
yet to be determined.

Anne Tritschler Vokic graduated from Ursuline College with a
Master of Arts degree in Education Administration. Anne plans to
continue teaching high school English and to pursue an
administrative position in the future.

Humphrey Wireko graduated from The Ohio State University
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Political Science . He plans
to work and go to law school.

Whitney Bennet, daughter of Dr. John and Susan Bennet,
graduated cum laude from the University of Toledo with a Doctor
of Pharmacy degree. She will be working for Kroger Pharmacy in
Cincinnati.

Christian Fannin , son of Dr. Jennifer Johnson, graduated from
Salmon P. Chase College of Law at Northern Kentucky University
with a Doctor of Jurisprudence degree. Chris contributed to the
Law Review, a scholarly journal for law students through the bar
association, and plans to be a prosecutor for the Orleans Parish,
New Orleans, Louisiana.

R. Wesley Jackson Ill, son of Skip and Joan Jackson, graduated
from the University of Pittsburgh with a PhD in Material Sciences
and Engineering. Wesley has had many papers published and is
doing post-doctorate work at the University of California, Santa
Barbara.

David Mansfield, grandson of Norv & Jean Mansfield and son of
Mike & Laurie Mansfield, graduated from Duke University
College of Law. David also received awards for his pro bono
work from the aw School, the Integrity Award from his class-
mates, and an Outstanding Contribution Award to the Duke Law
School community. David’s next step is to become a law clerk for
a federal judge.



New Faces
Westwood Welcomes Deberah Sparks

Born and raised in Cincinnati, Deborah Sparks has called the Westside home
throughout her life. As active members of the St. Ignatius Loyola parish, she and
her husband, Gary, have raised their three daughters, Angela, Carolyn and
Jennifer, and are now proud grandparents of Lilly. She has been hired to replace
retiring Dick Powers as part-time Financial Secretary.

Debby earned an Associate degree from UC and a Bachelor degree from NKU.
She comes to us with many years’ experience in public accounting, licensed as a
Certified Public Accountant, as well as experience working at Procter and Gamble
and the University of Cincinnati in areas of accounting and finance. In her spare
time, she enjoys gardening, aerobic walking and reading. Over the years, Debby
has been actively involved in programs supporting youth, in roles such as Girl
Scout leader and chairperson for multiple fund-raising events. More recently,
Debby and Gary are volunteering with the Mathis Foundation for Children as men-
tors for at-risk youth transitioning from foster care to independent living.

A member of several professional organizations, Debby brings a wealth of experience, a love of people, and a heart for
service to WUMC. Though she’ll be very busy for the next several months, she would enjoy meeting more of the WUMC
family. Please welcome her.

Dkt Pewers Kelres as Financial Secretary

Dick Powers’ smiling face is well known at Westwood. Though he is retiring from the
office, he'll continue to be seen Sunday mornings at church. A long time presence at
WUMC, Dick and wife Elaine have given their lives faithfully in service.

Dick was born in Dayton, Kentucky and graduated from the University of Cincinnati in
1963 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Management. A week after
graduation, he and Elaine were married at Westwood. They then started their lives to-
gether in Ashtabula, OH, where Dick worked for General Tire and Rubber Co. Their son
John was born in 1964, and Michael was born two years later.

In 1968, they moved back to Cincinnati where Dick worked for Emery Industries. Their

daughter Barbara was born the next year. After 14 years at Emery, Dick began working

for Hamilton County, where he spent 14 years, retiring in 1998. When Elaine decided to
retire as a teacher in 2002, Dick became Financial Secretary at WUMC. Now that he is retiring from this job, he and Elaine
will be able to focus on traveling—one of their passions. “It will be so good not to have to plan trips around the payroll
schedule,” Dick commented with a grin.

The Powers have been members of Westwood United Methodist Church since 1968. We thank Dick for his years of service.

From now on, please direct your questions about stewardship or church finances, to Pastor Lee or Sharon Spaulding..
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Children, Family, & Small Groups

Having good manners and etiquette changes the way people are perceived. However, it is sometimes
challenging to teach children about being polite. Manners are not just social niceties, polite behavior is
a reflection of Christ's love. There are several Biblical texts which can start a discussion with your
children: Philippians 2:3-4 putting others first; Philippians 2:5-8 Jesus modeling a servant attitude:
Romans 12:15 be with those who are mourning; Proverbs 15:1 controlling anger. Remember that
some of the most important words a child can learn (and parents can model) are please, thank you,
I'm sorry, excuse me and | love you! Even toddlers can begin to use the words “please” and “no,

Rev. Kathleen Kisner, thank you.
Associate Pastorin ~ meal.
charge of Children &

Family Ministries,

Toddlers can also learn manners through play, like having a tea party or special pretend

Teaching ‘tweens about manners is different. First, the parent must model politeness and respect for

Christian Education, & ' the child and then conversations can begin. Conversations may cover sportsmanship, grieving with a

Small Groups

friend who's pet has died and responding to put-downs.

Ultimately, look for the teachable moments to reinforce that good behavior is important and matters to God, parents and

society.

There are some new resources available in the Resource room for
any small group. Encounter Digital Bible Lessons are for groups
youth or older and last from four to ten weeks. The Church: Studies
from the Book of Acts explores the beginning of the Christian
church, martyrdom, and inclusively and practices of the church.
The next series, Conquering Crisis: Lessons from the Life of Job
explores the presence of God in the midst of suffering. The last in
the series, Resolving Conflict: Biblical Principles for Resolving
Differences delves into expressing anger, resolving conflict and
learning to forgive.

On the lighter side of study is the series, Tuning Into God. Each six
week series highlights a different musical style: The Eagles, The
Beatles, 50 Number One Songs. Using the lyrics and the Bible
students learn about love and following Christ.
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In a world of fast food and conveniences, it is often difficult to
physically care for one’s self. God has given us wonderful bodies
that are often neglected. This group is designed for anyone who
wants to live a healthier life by making one positive change at a
time. For more information about this group, contact Pastor
Kathleen.
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Who are the children in the neighborhood? This
summer Vacation Bible School is blasting out of the
church and meeting new children in the local area.
Zoom into the neighborhood with a two hour, all
encompassing adventure. If you love VBS, but
cannot help for the whole week or you just love
being with children, then this is the ministry for you!
To help add boosters to our out of sight VBS pro-
gram, contact Pastor Kathleen.

There are a variety of opportunities for adults and
children of all ages to participate in Christian
mission through the United Methodist Church.
Within a couple hours drive, families can change the
lives of other people and experience the
transforming grace of being the hands of Christ in
the world. If you would like to participate in a
weekend mission trip, with or without your children,
please contact Pastor Kathleen.

August 1, 2010 is Music Camp Presentation!

There will be no Sunday school on August 1 so that the children may participate or enjoy the child-led services.

Great News

Gordon and Lynda Hone
were honored at the Urban
Network Luncheon at Annual
Conference this year for an
urban ministry lead by laity.
Excerpts from the letter of
their support provides a
glimpse of what this
dedicated couple has been
doing as included in their
letter of recommendation.

Gordon and his wife, Lynda, have provided a means for the
members of Westwood United Methodist Church to meet
neighbors whose paths would never have crossed in a safe
and meaningful way for all the people involved. By applying
the Great Commission and the Great Commandment Gordon
has lived out a commitment to Jesus Christ that is a model for
many in the wider Christian community.

In 2007, Pastor Steve Bennett dreamed of a new project that
would eventually be named, My Neighbor's Place. Many
people were interested but it was Gordon, along with her
wife, Lynda, who had the courage to head the whole project.
Westwood is a changing community and the goal was to
provide a place of worship, hospitality, a free store,
community support and a food pantry to engage this change
and provide a means for members of Westwood United
Methodist Church and other churches to meet new people.

I would not suggest that Gordon would claim for himself a life
dedicated to urban ministry. It has just happened as he has
grown to love the people who have come to MNP and this
openness has opened his eyes to the genuine friendships
that are developing within the neighborhood. Urban ministry,
even for Westwood United Methodist Church, is a growing
step by step process with Gordon and Lynda at the front of
the pack and MNP providing the pathway needed to
experiment and rejoice!

Gordon gives a lot of time to MNP—actually it seems that
much of his time now is centered on this project. It's not only
Tuesdays like it once was but he handles many phone calls
from community organizations, volunteers with ideas and
concerns, from the neighbors asking for help or to help; he
encourages and attends the many extra groups that meet at
MNP, he chairs the board of directors, works with many other
churches and speaks when asked.

Gordon and Lynda have been members of Westwood United
Methodist Church since 1974.
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It looked like Jill Benkert Day
at Mercy Hospital Western
Hills—posters everywhere
featuring our own dear Jill.
The poster told her story well:

The woman rushed to the

hospital. When she opened

the door to her mother’s

room, she found Jill Benkert,
who has been a hospital volunteer for nearly 36 years,
sitting by her mother’s side. Jill was holding her hand,
singing Amazing Grace and comforting her while she
waited for her family to arrive. The daughter cried. She
hugged Jill and thanked her for staying with her
mother. But Jill says she’s the one who is truly grateful.
“It's a privilege and rich blessing to be with people and
help them during their time of need.”

Congratulations, Jill.

Wednesday, August 25th
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20% of your check will be donated to the WUMC.
Tell your friends, family, fellow students and
teachers to grab some grub any time Wednesday,
August 25.

Fliers are available in the Welcome Center.
Only One Flyer per table needed
for your group to receive the credit.
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