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Responding to                                   
God’s Call                           
to Make                                

Disciples of  
Jesus Christ 
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Every now and then news comes that is bittersweet across our 
life’s horizon and that occurred for our church with Josh 
Lemon’s announcement that he would be leaving our church 
and ministry. That of course is the bitter because he has led our 
student ministry through some very exciting changes and has 
laid the groundwork for growth in numbers and depth for the 
future. I have served with Josh on two mission trips – New        
Orleans where he lead and Haiti where I led. Both times were 
rich experiences. Of course, Jennifer is the shinning light of the 
duo and she, as well, will be missed from our students, families 
and friendships. 
 
The sweet comes that Jennifer has a job! In today’s economy 
that is really good news, and so they are moving to Houston, 
Texas where she will be on faculty at the University of Texas in 
Genetic Counseling. Because of her fluency in Spanish, she will 
primarily work with the Hispanic population. 
 
What are we doing for Josh’s replacement? Staff Parish recently held a time for students 
and their parents to share with the search team what type of person we ought to          
interview. While Jesus isn’t around, we believe God will bring us who He wants just as 
before. The job position is posted on college campuses, seminary campuses, as well as 
professional websites. Already we have applicant’s resumes. The next steps include 
phone/Skype interviews, in-house interviews and the offer. We won’t fill the position  
without a thorough interview process filled with prayer and discernment. 
 
There are always seasons for people’s efforts. There is always fruit to bear and fruit 
missed that dropped to the ground. I hope and trust that you will be in prayer for this  
process as we change into a new season for bearing fruit. 
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Josh Lemons in Haiti. 
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Pastor………………………………Lee Strawhun 
Associate Pastor………………  Kathleen Kisner 
Visitation Pastor………………..David Schneider 
Director of Student Ministries……Josh Lemons 
Minister of Worship & Arts ……….Michael Kelly 
Organist…………………………….Scott Kimmell 
Preschool Director…………………..Vicki Welsh 
Financial Secretary ………   Carol Krumpelbeck  
Building Superintendent……….Duncan Cordrey 
Food Service…………………….Pam Christman 

“He handed out gifts…. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ’s body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.”��������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������	
���
��	�����	

Suzanna Baker, daughter of 
Don and Deloris Parcell, died 
May 5 following a long battle 
with breast cancer.  The funeral 
was held on May 12.  Also, 
Carol Schrof passed April 29 
and Robert Schroder passed 
May 12, 2011. His funeral was 
in the chapel.  

 

Our prayers are with the families and friends. 

From the Finance Team 
 
Some of our church members have found a really 
smart way of being able to increase their giving with-
out taking a hit on their wallets. It’s called Charitable 
Trust Giving,   and it makes so much sense that you 
wonder why more people aren’t doing it. It’s simple, 
easy, tax efficient, and private. 
 
The finance team discussed this giving-option at 
their last meeting and decided that this kind of             
information could be very helpful in your                        
stewardship efforts. At one time, people with aver-
age incomes thought such strategic planning of 
church giving was only for the wealthy. Not so. 
 
Many solid financial institutions provide this          
service such as Fidelity, Vanguard, T Rowe Price, 
etc. However, since a member of  our Finance 
Team has a Charitable Trust Account with Charles 
Schwab,  we’ll  use that as an example in explaining 
the process. Their website schwabcharitable.org 
walks you through the process in clear simple steps.  
It even has  planning tools that calculate  the cost of 
your contribution in dollars and cents and what . 
you’re saving in taxes. You discover that you can:  

 

MEMORIAL FUND 
In memory of Dr. Marvin McClellan by Doris Milbourne 
In memory of Donald Jacobs by Al and Jackie Armstrong 
 

MISSIONS (Costa Rica Trip) 
In memory of Helen McGinnis Uhl by Bonnie Uhl 
 

WESMATES 
In memory of Myra Hartley by Charlie and Libby Richen 

Thank you for honoring the memory of friends and loved 

ones by donating to the following funds:  

 Congratulations to Sarah Miller  
 

Sarah Miller, Ph.D., daughter of Ken and Marian Miller, was named the John D Duffy  Professor of the Year for the 
University of South Carolina Regional Campuses! Currently an assistant professor of history at the University of South 
Carolina Salkehatchie, Sarah’s other honors include being voted Professor of the Year four times by the student body 
of Salkehatchie, named Educator of the Year by the Walterboro-Colleton County Chamber of Commerce and being a 
finalist for the Governor’s Professor of the Year.  
 

Sarah was a graduate of Oak Hills High School and was a very active member of WUMC’s youth group during the 
1980’s. · Reduce your Income taxes by receiving an                   

immediate tax deduction for contributed assets to 
offset taxable income;   

· Avoid capital gains taxes on the contribution of   
appreciated assets and  

· Reduce estate taxes  by removing contributed             
assets from your taxable estate. 

 

It even can  be customized with your name such as the 
Strawhun Family Fund with your own letterhead that 
sends out  your pre-determined contribution on a          
regular basis.   
 

Let’s say you plan to pledge $5,000 for 2012.  You 
would use that $5,000 to set up the account. That 
money could be invested for growth or could be 
set up as a money market account. You would 
receive an immediate tax benefit and could use 
the planning tools to maximize your tax savings to 
the penny.   
 

Of course, it’s understood that you can’t take back 
that money and there is a minimum amount         
required to set up the fund. At Schwab, for                   
example, the minimum is $5,000 and your            
donation amounts cannot be less than $100.00 at 
a time.  Even with these qualifications, it is a win/
win plan.  You benefit as well as the church.              
Something to think about. 

Update on Soojin Lee from Charlene Hopman  
 

Soojin Lee, the CCM student from Korea who attended church here for two years, is now beginning the third year of 
her doctoral program in viola  performance at Ohio State University with plans to finish next Spring.   
 

She is engaged to Hyunjoong Cho, a Christian she met at her Korean Church in Columbus, and will be married on July 
2, 2011 in Seoul, Korea. Interestingly, she will be married in a western ceremony first (white dress, etc.) and then 
change into traditional Korean wedding garb.  They will be married in the church where both of his grandfathers               
ministered. 
 

Hyunjoong has been in this country eleven years and earned a PhD in  mechanical engineering from OSU.  He works 
in Columbus at Scientific Forming Technologies.  Having had dinner with him two weeks ago, Ray and I  can report 
that he is a very kind and enjoyable person. 
  
If you would like to send them wedding wishes, his address where they will be living is 1327 Terrace Park Drive,             
Columbus, OH 43235. 

Glen Schulte receives award from National Science F oundation                                                                          

Last week Glen received the National Science Foundation Antarctica Service Medal of the United States of America 
“in  recognition of  his valuable contributions to exploration and scientific achievement under the U.S. Antarctic               
Program.” Traveling to Antarctica in 2007 through a research program funded by the National Science Foundation, 
Glen was part of  an expedition team from Ohio State and Miami University that conducted research into the genetics 
and proteomics of Belgica Antarctica.  

Booya to the big guy! 

If you have questions about setting up a Charitable Trust Account for your pledge giving,                                       
see a member of the  finance team or Ray Blankenship, Finance Chairperson.  
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8:30 AM Communion             
Service, Chapel 

9:30 AM Traditional Service                    
Sanctuary 

10:00 AM New Covenant  
Chapel 

11:00 AM The Journey                
Epworth Hall 
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May 22 
The Bible and                         

the End Times 
Rev. David Schneider 

 
 

May 29 
Global Warming, Middle 

East and What 
Do We do? 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 
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June 5  
From Wanderers to 

Wonder 
 
 

June 12  
New Testament  

Pentecost 
 
 

June 19  
2020 Vision  
( Paul & us,  

Peace with Justice)  
 






 

  

 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven                                                     
and the first earth had passed away ...” (from Revelation 21:1) 
 
Our recent sermon series on the book of Revelation brought this verse to 

my mind.  It’s one of my favorites, and I think it helps to cast the bible’s last 
book in a different light compared to the way it’s usually considered.  Often 

we focus only on the finality of the “end times,” but what’s actually                  

happening in the book of Revelation is a beginning, not an ending—the 

beginning of amazing and eternal life in Jesus Christ.  This beautiful—if 
somewhat wet—season of Spring makes us think of beginnings that are 

happening all around us in nature, following the endings that we witnessed in the fall and the          

winter, and reflects the endings and beginnings that God is blessing us with right now at               

Westwood UMC. 

  
We’re going to miss Josh and Jennifer Lemons very much as they begin a new phase of life in 

Houston, but are looking forward to new beginnings in the student ministry of Westwood UMC.  

Soon after this newsletter arrives, on June 5, the youth will be doing something new: presenting a 

musical, which is entitled “Making History.”  This musical celebrates Jesus’ constant presence in 

our lives, and our ability to begin a walk with Him at any time. 
  

We’re going to miss Amy Britton very much, as well, as she moves to Lexington, but we’re blessed 

that Chelsea Eckert has volunteered to become the new director of our children’s choir, as well as 

one of the musical leaders of this year’s Kids’ Music Camp.  This year’s camp will take place from 
July 25-29, 1-4 PM, with the presentation of a musical in worship on July 31.  The musical’s title is 

“Table for Five Thousand,” focusing on Jesus’ miracle of feeding a crowd of five thousand with 

only a small amount of food contributed by a young boy.  It’s a great, tried-and-true moral:  One 

person can make a difference.  I’d also add:  One person can make a new beginning, and with 

God that new beginning can affect more people than we can number.  I invite you—and remind 
myself—to give back to God from the time and talents He has given, and to look forward to the 

new beginnings He has in store. 

 
Making a joyful noise,  
Mike Kelly, Director of Worship and Arts 
661-3139, mike@wumc.cc 
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Knitting  , May 23, 7:00 pm, Kisner’s home 
 
 
 

 
Join us for fellowship, fun and food.                                     

This group is for anyone, any age, who lives alone. 
 

 
 
 

 THURSDAY, MAY 26 @ 6:00 PM in the Parlor  
Meet with us for a Salad Potluck. 

Bring a favorite salad to share, your beverage,  
and ideas for our future get togethers. 

  

 

Thursday, June 2, 2011, 10:30 a.m. 
Sanctuary 

 

 
 

FINDING PEACE through IHN 
with Sally Dessauer 

Continuing the theme of “Finding Peace…”, Sally Dessauer, coordinator for IHN, will be the speaker. She will         
provide a history of IHN and what occurs each time Westwood United Methodist Church hosts a group of home-
less families. Many volunteers are needed to supply the food and care necessary. Perhaps you will be inspired to 
assist in some capacity such as prepare food, play games with the children, help with homework. This is a change 
in program as originally stated as Amanda Kuderer is unable to be here..  Please make luncheon reservations with 
Sue Lunsford at 941-2822. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HARVEST HOME PARADE!  
Church Float Team is Forming! 

 
Anyone interested in being a part of the float  

design and build team contact Glen or Lori Schulte 

at (513) 451-8005 

THANK YOU!  
  

The Costa Rica Mission Team 
would like to thank everyone 

who participated in the               

Quarter Auction Fundraiser 

on April 30, 2011.  Thanks to 

your generosity, we were able 
to raise $1,565.00 and have 

almost reached our fundrais-

ing goal!  We ask for your continued prayers for this mis-

sion effort and the children of Costa Rica.  Thanks again 
for all of the donations, quarters, and support! 
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Costa Rica Mission Trip Coordinators 
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W U M C  P r e s c h o o l                     
Striving for the Stars! 
 
Since 1964, the preschool has been a source of pride 
for this congregation and the community of                 
Westwood.  It is a different world now from what it 
was in the 60’s.  Many school districts have their own 
preschools and offer both ½ day and full day                  
programs.  Increasing numbers of families need a full 
day of child care so that both parents can work to 
support the family.  The simple reality is that half day  
preschool programs are becoming dinosaurs, even if 
they do have excellent  teachers and curriculum.  So 

how do we, here at Westwood, prepare to compete in this climate of social 
change?   
  
This has been my mission since arriving here at Westwood…to position this                 
wonderful preschool program to continue into the future.  Our first move was 
to join in on the ground floor of the Strengthening Families Innovative for the 
Westwood/Cheviot neighborhoods.  This was an opportunity to be better 
known in the community, lending support to the lives of young families.  It 
also has given us a wonderful outlet for networking with other centers and 
home care providers.  SF, through 4C’s, offers our staff many continuing 
education classes at no expense.  Best of all, by setting benchmarks for us, 
we have the ability to earn up to $750 per year. 
   
Our second step occurred this year when we began providing care for our 
children during off-school hours.  We call it our Extended Care Program and 
have served 18 children throughout each week, allowing our parents more 
opportunities for work and personal schooling.  Next year we look forward to 
serving the same number of families.  The program has received positive 
reviews.  Our State inspector was so pleased, she encouraged us to submit 
a request for more children. 
  
Our next and 3rd step is to enter the Step Up To Quality (SUTQ) program.  
This is a voluntary rating system for early care and education centers in 
Ohio.  Participating centers earn a one-, two- or three-star rating by meeting 
an extensive list of quality benchmarks that exceed licensing standards.   
Experts say these benchmarks improve the growth and developmental            
potential of children.  The rating system, available to parents since 2004, 
also provides a useful tool for selecting quality early childhood programs.  
These benchmarks include low child-to-staff ratios, group size, accreditation, 
staff education, specialized training, improved workplace characteristics and 
early learning standards. 
  
Yep…It will be a busy year…maybe two, because it’s a long process to work 
through to receive our stars!  But we will do it, and will let you know when we 
have achieved our goal!  We want the WUMC Preschool and Extended Care 
Programs to continue to represent Westwood proudly by reaching for the 
stars! 

Vicki Welsh,  
Preschool  Director 
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I t’s Free 
 

Summer Fun    
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          http://www.wumc.cc/vbs/ 
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            VBS Celebration July 24th  

        9:30 Worship & “The Journey” 
 

        Picnic in the Gym following at 12:15 

FUN – GAMES – SNACKS – MUSIC  

July 25-29, 1 - 4 PM  
Westwood United Methodist Church 

 performance in church on the morning of Sunday, July 30th 

Interested?  Need more information? 
call Mike Kelly at 661-3139, ext. 113, 

or email:   mike@wumc.cc 



� � � � � � �
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Rev. Kathleen Kisner,  
Associate Pastor  

Lessons for Children and Tweens 
 

· June 5. Sabbath (Matthew 12:1–8)                                                                                                         
We set aside a special day each week that         
belongs to God. 

· June 12. Pentecost (Acts 2:1–13)                                                                                                       
During worship we celebrate special days. 

· June 19. Passover (Leviticus 23:5–14;             
Luke 22:7–13)                                                                                
During worship we remember what God has 
done. 

· June 26. Festival of Trumpets (Rosh                      
Hashannah/Yom Kippur)                                                       
(Numbers 29:1–6; Matthew 18:21–22)                                                                                                
During worship we ask for God’s forgiveness 
and say thank you. 

By Pastor Lee Strawhun 
Join me for a men’s book study this summer  – Tuesday mornings at 7:30  - 
8:30 a.m. Summer is an up and down time for many of us and this               
opportunity is open for men who would like to start the week with a boost of 
faith and friendship, not to mention their own cup of joe.  
 

The book, The Man in the Mirror,  has established itself as a cornerstone in 
men's literature since its 1989  release. Winner of the prestigious Gold              
Medallion Award, it has appeared on the best-seller list eighteen times. It has 
helped thousands of men understand the person who stares back at them 
from the glass each morning and know what to do about his twenty-four most 
difficult problems. Written by a foremost Christian men's leader, this powerful 
book invites men to take a probing look at their identities, relationships,            
finances, time, temperament, and most important, the means to bring about 
lasting change. If life's demands are constantly pressuring you to run faster 
and jump higher, this book is for you. Rich in anecdotes, thought-provoking 
questions, biblical insights, and featuring focus questions in each chapter suitable for personal or group use, The 
Man in the Mirror offers a penetrating, pragmatic, and life-changing look at how to trade the rat race for the           
rewards of godly manhood. Each man will purchase his own book (Amazon or some other source) and pledge to 
TRY to be there every week but will read a chapter a week anyway.  

�����������������������������������������	�
Sunday School Changes 
Remember that June 5 is promotion            
Sunday.  All children entering first grade 
will meet in their new classrooms and 
youth entering seventh grade will be a part 
of the youth Sunday school class at 9:30 
am. 
 
During 9:30 Sunday School, all pre-school 
children, ages 3-Kindergarten will meet in 
the Bumblebee Room.  All elementary       
children, entering grades 1 to 6, will meet 
in God’s Backyard. 
 
Sunday School during The Journey will 
remain the same. 

 

Let’s get cookin’ for the upcoming                                       
Summer Fun at WUMC 

 
There are a lot of ingredients needed  and  

here’s a list of  things you can provide.   
                                They can be turned in to the church office.�

SUPPLY LIST 

 

#2 pencils   Any amount 

Pens,  ball point, blue or black ink   Any amount 

Markers, Washable, various colors   Any amount 

Crayons, Any package   Any amount 

Scissors, Fiskars, if possible     Any amount 

Glue, 4 – 8 oz. bottles 
  

  Any amount 

Zip-lock bags, Gallon storage   24 Count boxes 

Avery computer labels   #8163 
  

  Need 7 boxes (250 per box) 

Sharpie markers, Black fine tip 
  

  Any amount 

Red & White checkered tablecloths, 
paper  or vinyl 

  Rectangle, square or roll 

Sponsor a child for VBS or Music Camp 
  

$10.00 

Gift Cards to stores like Target, WalMart, Home Depot or Krogers Any denomination 

 

����

�������	�
������
���������������	�
������
���������������	�
������
���������������	�
������
�������� ���� �������������������
�����������������������������
�����������������������������
�����������������������������
���������� ����
 

Hours: Tuesdays 9:00 a.m.—12 noon 
No previous experience required, just a willingness  to serve.  We will train. 
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Host or Hostesses : Help prepare coffee and set out pastries. 
                                 Greet neighbors an d make them feel welcome. 

 

Registration : Handle registration of new neighbors and provide check out 
cards for returning neighbors. 

 

Check-out : Count items neighbors have picked out, record on checkout 
                    and watch to make sure monthly allotments are not exceeded. 

 

Bagger : Bag neighbors items and assist getting it downsta irs if needed. 
 

Sorters : Sort incoming merchandise and place on clothing r acks. 
 

Saturday Sorters :  Looking for volunteers to sort on Saturday   
                                mornings,  Ideal fo r a small group who can’t make it on Tuesday.                                        

We will be sorting first Saturday of the month. 
 

"����"�"����"�"����"�"����"� ����
                 

 Dan Argo 478-7497 or dkargo@fuse.net  or Don Clark 476-6108 or dbclark00@aol.com  

Class begins Tuesday, May 31, 7:30 am (start time) in the church parlor.  (Bring your own coffee).    
Don’t forget to order your copy of the book from Am azon.com and we’ll discuss the first chapter May 31 . 

Please sign up on the Connection Card so we’ll know  who to expect.  
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Westwood’s Haiti Connection 
By Dr. Lee Strawhun 
 
Sending eleven people to Haiti, nine of those from West-

wood United Methodist Church and two from Forest 

Chapel UMC, was the reconnection of a 40 year history 

with Grace Children’s Hospital in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 

Back in the 1960’s, Jan Hyland-Radle and Phil Breen, 
both youth group members of Westwood, helped raise 

$30,000 to build the hospital. The Mexican Embassy was 

purchased, remodeled and Grace Children’s Hospital 

began. In January, 2010, the hospital was 70% destroyed 

eliminating all but a few functioning services.  Though 
crippled in function, the hospital is resurrecting hope 

through faith and connections with those who care for 

children around the world. 

 
Our team viewed the remains of the hospital and spent 

time touring the work still going on in tent cities—eye clin-

ics, well baby stations, surgery center, acute medical 

care, counseling for AIDS and TB patients along with 

emergency care. With the help of hiring 30 Haitians,          
30 buckets, 6 shovels, 1 pick axe, 1 rake, and 2 wheel-

barrows, we were able to completely remove the              

rubble from Rosita Bazile’s home, and minister to the 

children living in the hospital in long term care.  
 

We received this note from our contact in Haiti: 

 

ICC Haiti and Grace Children's Hospital are really                 

grateful to God for bringing your church here again at a 
time where we are really struggling to raise up again after 

the tragedy of January 12. You had been there in the            

60’s to support us and again you came to help,                        

demolishing the house of one of our eldest employees,  
Ms Rosita Bazile. Words cannot express our feelings, nor 

our thanks for all your help; if the world had more people 

like you, it would be a better place. You do make a                    

difference.  

 
We do make a difference! 

 

The staircase in the            
hospital 

Boy walking with the help 
of Tim Peter 

Jan Robinson and baby 

Rosita’s house 

By Rev. Kathleen Kisner 
 
It was a clear, Sunday afternoon, last December, when Gail 
Stewart and I embarked on the start of our Lifetree Café           
adventure.  We drove to Ft. Wayne, Indiana to experience a 
new type of small group franchise sponsored by Group            
Publishing.   
 
After a slight detour, we found the Mocha Lounge with the 
help of my cell phone and the man standing out front waving 
us down.  Inside, the greeting was equally warm.  We were 
shown where the coffee, tea, snacks and bathrooms were 
located.  Small tables, seating four people, were clustered 
around the fireplace and flat screen television.   
 
Sitting at separate tables, Gail and I prepared for the lessons 
about dogs, yes, dogs!  The host shared the philosophy of 
Lifetree Café which is to gather friendly people to experience 
the intriguing stories of life around us.  All opinions, stories 
and people are to be treated with respect.  Through a                
carefully developed lesson plan, the tables were lead into 
discussions about pets, characteristics of a good friend and 
characteristics of a good Christian.  My table included a man 
with Down syndrome who was a faithful attendee, a church 
member who was attending for the first time and one of the 
pastors.  The conversation was fun, rich and interesting.   
 
Gail and I thanked our hosts and began the three hour trek 
home.  We knew immediately, this cutting-edge approach to 
ministry was just what our church needed.  We began to 
dream of meeting at My Neighbor’s Place and having our       
20-30 year olds participating in a church ministry.  We saw 
the possibilities for faithful and meaningful conversations to 
happen between races, economic classes and various ages.   
 
Education and Small Groups and the Church Council have 
agreed with the vision given to us on that cold, winter               
evening.  The Lifetree Café team is in conversation with My 
Neighbor’s Place to explore renovations and sharing space. 
 
How Can I Help? 
There are a variety of ways you can be a part of this ministry. 

· Pray for the success of the ministry 
· Learn more at www.lifetreecafe.com or facebook 
· Be a part of the leadership team as a host (leader 

of the meeting), communications or out-on-a-limb 
(missions) team member 

· Contribute to the cost of the renovations 
· Sponsor a month (covers supplies, materials and 

advertising) 
· Participate in Lifetree Café  
· Spread the word! 
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To students, parents and loved ones. 

I am writing to you with a mix of emotions. 

Jennifer has accepted a faculty position of Genetic Counseling at the University of 
Texas and will begin work sometime in June. 

This means we will be ending this incredible chapter of our lives at Westwood and 
opening a new chapter of life and ministry in Houston, Texas. 

When we began this journey three years ago, we never anticipated leaving until we 
felt God calling us in a different direction. I truly believe God called Jennifer and me 
to Westwood in His timing and for His purposes. 

And we could not have asked for a better fit. 

I could not have asked for better students, parents or loved ones. 

From day one we were accepted as part of the Westwood family, and we will 
surely miss all of you. We will miss your smiles, laughter, tears, stories, personali-
ties and love. 

However, we have great hope. 

We leave, not with dread or fear, for we know our God directs our path. And in the 
same way we recognize that God has been moving all along and that there are 
incredible things on the horizon for the Student Ministry. 

So, where do we go from here? Well, I am sure you have a thousand questions. 
More answers are coming. Now that you know our plans, we can speak more 
clearly and openly about the mission trips for the summer, Refuge and The HUB 
schedules, and the future plans for the Student Ministry. 

There are a few steps that are underway already. Sometime this week Staff Parish 
Relations Committee (SPRC) will be meeting to discuss next steps. 

As well, interested parties will have an opportunity to share their thoughts with Lee 
and SPRC. 

My goal in the next few weeks, is to make sure this summer will still be meaningful 
for everyone involved. 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please, don’t hesitate to contact 
me. 

In Christ, Josh 

Josh Lemons, Director of Student Ministries 

Youth hard at work. In Jackson 
County 

Josh in New Orleans 
on Mission trip 

Confirmation 2010 

Middle School Winter Retreat 

By Beth Strawhun 
 
As we pulled into the 
re lat ive ly smal l            

parking lot one              

Saturday morning in 

April, I don’t think 

any of us really knew 
exactly what to ex-

pect at City Gospel  

Mission. I had only 

spoken with one of 
the Saturday morn-

ing coordinators of 

“The Outlet”—the Saturday morning program which 

was designed for homeless people in the area and         

volunteers to interact by playing games, doing 
crafts and having  conversations. It was one thing 

to go and serve a meal or even give devotions. But 

just going to “hang out” was something that Carol 

Wright, Amy Britton and I were interested how it 
would exactly take place. 

    

We were greeted warmly by CGM (City Gospel 

Mission) volunteers who introduced us to one of the 

coordinators for the morning. He gave us a brief but 
thorough orientation and we also had a great           

conversation about Cincinnati  outreach ministries 

in general.  Immediately after being “set loose” we 

were enthusiastically greeted by a man who 

wanted to play ping pong with us. I don’t think I 
have ever laughed as hard playing ping pong and 

enjoyed it as much. Carol and I ended up playing 

on opposing teams with the same man and another 

who was quite serious about the game. That all 
took place in the game room where others were 

playing pool or foos-ball. 

 Amy was, meanwhile, speaking with a man whom 

she had met before in our community here in  West-

wood (and told him about My Neighbor’s Place) and 

then we all eventually ended up playing a card game 
with  another regular and a volunteer. The game room 

was huge filled with tables displaying board games or 

cards just waiting to be played.  Pastries and snack 

foods along with coffee were provided as well. I had 

some great conversations with women and men alike; 
some who were homeless; some who lived in the 

community there in Over the Rhine. One man asked 

me to pray for him. 
    
We were told in our orientation that there were usually 
100-150 people—homeless or in the community-- who 

came every Saturday morning to have a light break-

fast, play games and just talk. I think on this particular 

morning there were at least half that number of         
volunteers. Our overall impressions were “welcoming”, 

“accepting”, “positive”, “enjoyable”, “comfortable” and 

a ministry that we would like to offer further               

opportunities for our church to be a part of. 
                                                                                                                          

Our mission team will continue to provide more             

opportunities for the congregation to be involved in 

this wonderful ministry on Saturday mornings. Be 

watching for upcoming announcements in the bulletin. 
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