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Responding to                                   
God’s Call                           
to Make                                

Disciples of  
Jesus Christ 
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I am excited about this summer! Every summer I make a list of things I 
want to do – like lose 30 pounds (never do), visit a foreign country (I will 
in 2010), read through the New Testament (I’ll make it), continue learning 
(got my book list), exercise and have a relaxing summer (that is my in-
tent). Without goals and without a desired outcome, the summer of 2010 
will just end sometime in the near future without much difference in me. 
Sometimes that is just fine with me, you know, to be the same, but there 
are other times when that isn’t fine—when a renewal, refocus, recharge 
or some other “re” word is called forth.  
 

As you know, this summer we are asking questions around, “Where do 
you see God leading Westwood United Methodist Church to be and do in 

2020?” In this issue of the Chimes there is an article by Roger Lindle about this  effort as 
well. But in my article, I want to brag a bit about you. 
 

Here are some highlights in ministry to our community: 
 

My Neighbor’s Place serves hundreds of people each month through worship, a place to 
come for coffee and fellowship, clothes and food, counsel and even weddings. If it wasn’t 
for the many volunteers who serve each week as well as those who donate clothes, food 
and money this ministry would falter. 
 

Upward Basketball served this past season over 120 families giving children a place to hear 
about Jesus and learn skills in basketball and cheerleading. The fellowship, meeting new 
people and letting others know that we are a place that loves kids is seen. 
 

WUMC provided volunteers in the community at Wesley Services, Wesley Foundation (a 
campus ministry), Wesley Center, schools as tutors and mentors, community service          
organizations as well as being a good neighbor and serving as a pastor and priest.  
 

The preschool ministry was expanded to extended care, offering a way for Westwood’s          
preschool families to care for their children in a safe, Christian environment.  
 

Our mission emphasis was expanded to get more of our members in the mission field —      
locally, nationally and internationally. The mission team has refocused the use of our             
endowment for missions to address the mandate of helping us all follow God’s call in mis-
sion, then supporting others in mission.  
 

“VBS in a box” is our outreach this summer into the apartments around us to go where the 
children are and then help their parents and families know more about Jesus and West-
wood UMC.  
 

While we ask the question “where do I see God leading Westwood United Methodist Church 
to be and do in 2020”, we will continue to press on doing what we do well. And we’ll grow in 
grace, mercy, love and peace as we pursue the great calling of our Lord. Thanks church! 
Let us continue but listen this summer as we talk together about our future.  
 

This summer we’ll have home meetings to ask this question and hear the leading of God. 
 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun is the senior pastor at Westwood United Methodist Church 
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“He handed out gifts…. to train ALL  
CHRISTIANS in skilled servant work, 
working within Christ’s body, the 
church, till we are all moving         
rhythmically and easily with each other,      
efficient and graceful in response to 
God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully 
developed within and without, fully 
alive like Christ.”��������������������������������������
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Food Panty 
In memory of  Hyla Keel by Jackie and Al Armstrong 
In memory of Melvin Rueger by Gloria Monfort 
 
Wesmates Endowment 
In memory of Hyla Keel by Kaye and James Bono 
In memory of Hyla Keel by Chuck, Chelsea, and Chase Eckert 
In memory of Hyla Keel by Lou and Kay Koenig 
In memory of Hyla Keel by Connie and Wes Lampe 
In memory of Hyla Keel by Cliff and Dona McMahon 
In memory of Hyla Keel by Mary Jane and Roger Miller 
In memory of Hyla Keel by John Strait 
In memory of Hyla Keel by Dorothy Tholke 
 
Memorial Fund 
In memory of Lee Nichols by Barb and Art Colburn 
In memory of Lee Nichols by Barb Steers 
In memory of Lee Nichols by Janet Hauck 
 
Youth Mission Trip Fund 
In memory of Hyla Keel by Dorothy E. Bauer 
 
Minister’s Discretionary  Fund  
In memory of Hyla Keel by Sally and Jerry Skidmore 

It’s that time again! On the form below, please let us know if you or someone in your family has/will be              
graduating from high school, college/university, or technical school. Also, note any honor or achievements.  
Please return to the church office no later than Thursday, June 10. 
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
School/College/University:___________________________________________________________ 
 
Degree:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Accomplishments/Achievements/Organizations: __________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Future Plans: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

SPC Jeremy Hilton 
CMR 405 Box # 4612 
APO AE 09034-4612 
 

A1C Robert Muirheid 
HHC, 1/6th Inf  
8424 West Ruth Ave. 
Peoria, Arizona 85345 
 

LCPL Justin Crone 
PMB 73 
1335 East Western Blvd. 
Jacksonville, NC 28546 

Tony Pemberton, son of Lloyd Pemberton, is a             
freshman attending Horizon Science Academy in 
Bond Hill.   
 
Tony has been pre-screened, to possibly attend in his 
junior year, a three month Antarctic expedition with the 
famous Dr. Robert Ballard.  Dr. Ballard founded and 
heads a foundation dedicated to the advancement of 
science, and annually selects twelve students and four 
teachers to journey with him. 
 
As part of his science courses, Tony was selected to 
represent his school at the Combined Sciences Fair in 
Cleveland, Ohio, where his project, “Why are night 
insects attracted to light?” won a Bronze Medal. 
 
Tony is an active volunteer at WUMC; he assists with 
the preparation and serving of the Wednesday Night 
at Westwood dinners, which he enjoys. 

Want to know what is happening in the Cincinnati area 

with the United Methodist Church? You can subscribe 

to a weekly “news and notes” by emailing Nancy New-
ton at nnewton@wocumc.org and request to be on the 

mailing list. 

Our  prayers and condolences go out to the family of Hyla Keel  
who passed away April 27. 
 
Our sympathy also go out to Chuck Walters and family on the 
passing of Chuck’s brother, Joe. 
 
Prayers and condolences are also extended  to Nancy                 
Rembold, whose mother, Mary Lou Blommel,  passed away. 
 
Our sympathy is extended also to Barb Steers, on the passing 
of her father,  Judge Melvin Rueger 

���������	�
�� Miss Jill’s Rainbow Bell Ringers play the Call 
to Worship on  Confirmation                               
Sunday. 
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8:30 AM Communion             
Service, Chapel 

9:30 AM Traditional Service                    
Sanctuary 

10:00 AM New Covenant  
Chapel 

11:00 AM The Journey                
Epworth Hall 
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May 23 
 Pentecost 

Rev. Kathleen Kisner 
 
 
 

May 30 
Jonah: The Runaway 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 
 
 
 

June 6  
God’s Better Plan 

Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 
 
 
 

June 13  
Acceptance                           

of God’s Plan 
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
 
 

June 20  
Father’s Day: 

What Kids Need to Hear: 
Raising Godly Children  
Rev. Dr. Lee Strawhun 

 
 

 

  
“He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to 
all creation.’” (Mark 16:15) 
 
  

It’s great to see the Holy Spirit at work and the word of God proclaimed in our community.     

Recently, we’ve experienced the Spirit through our Worship and Arts Ministry at our Holy 

Week and Easter celebrations, a concert and a wedding at My Neighbor’s Place, and this 
year’s        Sundae Concert, which was a brilliant time of music and praise led by our gospel 

choir and singers from around our community.  It was a true blessing to all who were there, 

and the         singers, the instrumentalists, and those who provided behind-the-scenes sup-

port deserve a great deal of thanks for all their hard work and dedication.  It was fitting that 

the program was entitled “Declare Your Name,” because that was exactly what took place:  
The name and  greatness of the Lord were declared for all to hear. 

  

This summer promises to be an exciting time for worship and the arts at Westwood UMC, 

as we prepare for Youth Sunday, our July 4 worship celebration, and this year’s Kids’ Music 
Camp.  Remember that, starting this year, the camp has a preschool division, so that chil-

dren from age three to twelve can participate, completely free of charge.  As always in this 

season, we’re on the lookout for summer musicians, helpers for Kids’ Music Camp, and all 

sorts of other participants in the Worship and Arts Ministry.  To find out how to get involved, 

contact me anytime. 
 

Making a joyful noise, 

Mike Kelly, Director of Worship and Arts 

142,000 people live within the five zip codes of Westwood United Methodist Church. 

37% or 52,540 have no church affiliation. 

31% or 44,000 have little involvement in any religious organization. 

 What are we going to do to reach the people God loves?  

 Is there something you can do? 

 We are only limited by own thinking about the call of God on us. 

By Carol Wright 
 

The Westwood United Methodist Mission Team is 
to facilitate opportunities for members to                   
experience the call of God on their life in the         
mission field. 
 
The Mission Team would like to inform and invite 
you to participate in many exciting mission           
opportunities offered through our church.   
 
These are the upcoming 2010 Missions trips  avail-
able for all abilities and a wide range of ages,         
including adults. 
 

· Middle School Mission Trip                                        
June 20, Meigs County, Ohi0 

       Jackson Area Ministry 
 

· High School Mission Trip       
      July 9-16, Church for All People, Columbus,                       

OH  
 

· Adult Mission Trip                  
      June 19-26 and October 9-16 
      Edisto Island, SC 

You may want to support these through your 
participation, prayers, financial donations,  ma-
terials, or even snacks.  
 

To expand members’ involvement in local  mis-
sions we have asked for members currently  
involved in something  in Cincinnati to become 
the champion of that program  at Westwood.  
Being a Champion does not involve more work, 
simply being the source of information for peo-
ple considering that particular mission project. 
 

For continual information about mission         
opportunities see the new Mission bulletin board 
outside the church office or the church web site. 
Also there will be a regular mission article in the 
Chimes. 
 

If you want to become involved in missions in 
any way or have questions please contact: 
Carol Wright, 923-3044  ciw1224@yahoo.com 
B e t h  S t r a w h u n ,  6 6 1 - 1 1 6 0 
prv3456@hotmail.com  
 

“When you refused to help the least of these my 
brothers, you were refusing help to me.” 
Matthew 25:45. 

 
Welcome our most recent adult  members of 
Westwood United Methodist Church.  In addition 
to those pictured, several other people have 
joined the church this year  including Judy Sintz, 
Jan Crone, Marjorie Davis and John and Sonja 
Meyer. 
 
Make a special effort to greet and learn more 
about these new members of the WUMC family. 
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RSVP to Dona McMahon at                             
574-3420, and remember food pantry items 
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Anger – May 21, 10 am, Library  
Knitting – May 24, 7 pm, Rev. Kisner home  

Brandt/Freeman, No meeting 
Coleman/Hearn, No meeting 

Fellowship, No meeting 
Montfort-Vath , No meeting 
Wright/Powers, No meeting 

 

 
Sometimes a barrier is a genuine obstacle, but often barri-
ers exist in life because people use them as a reason to 
avoid truths. A barrier stops you from going where you 
ultimately want to go and can interfere with opportunities 
to deepen your relationship with God. Here is one barrier 
that can keep us from experiencing the joy of generous 
giving: It’s my money, I earned it.  
 
I remember when I got my first job making a nickel a paper 
selling the GRIT, a weekly digest of news, stories, recipes, 
and wholesome entertainment. I sold 50 papers a week 
which made me a rich man, $2.50 profit a week! I learned 
quickly I like money for its use, the power I had over my 
siblings since they had no money, and I now was a con-
sumer. But I also learned because of my parents and 
church that giving comes from a grateful heart – I had a 
job, I had a home, I had a church, I had a loving Heavenly 
Father, I had eternal life. So I gave to the church, twenty-
five cents a week, the tithe.  
 
To be sure at times as I’ve made a bit more that tithe 
seems like a lot, but as Beth and I tithe today there is a joy 
of giving because God always shows himself faithful.  
 
Want to know more about giving? Check out 
www.generousgiving.org.  

PRAY 2020 
By Roger Lindle, Church Council Chairperson 

  
As we began the new decade, Pastor Lee called us to think about what WUMC will 
look like in the next 10 years - our ‘2020 Vision’.   In the last 10 years we've done a 
lot – e.g. Upward Basketball, a weekly Sunday contemporary worship service, the 
New Covenant congregation, My Neighbor’s Place, just to name a few. What does 
God have in store for us in the next 10 years? 
 

‘Pray 2020’ is our ‘tag’ for the first step in identifying the church God wants us to be 
in the next 10 years. Powered by the Holy Spirit (our Helper), ‘Pray 2020 ’ serves 
as a catalyst that moves WUMC, and those we hope to reach and serve (inside 

and outside the church), into dialogue --- and ultimately into transformative, collaborative action. 
  

What if we pray to see our church not in terms of what it is, but what else it could be?  
What would it look like?  
  

What if we pray that church is not a place we go, but something we do? What would that be like?  
  

What if we pray for a vision of church that inspires hope, faith, and action through the practices of 
Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk Taking Service & Mis-
sion and Extravagant Generosity? 
  

Ultimately ‘Pray 2020’ is all about increasing WUMC’s impact in achieving our mission of making disci-
ples of Jesus Christ. 
  

Will you help us "see" the church God wants WUMC to be in 
the next 10 years?  
 
Will you pray with us? 

��������������������� ���
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The golfing group is getting in to 

the swing of things.  To be a part 

of this co-ed, intergenerational 

group, contact Jeff Duerk at 661-
4395. 

  SEEING 2020 
By Barbara Vogt 

 
Can you imagine with me...? Where do you think we will be in the year 2020...? How will our needs and 
wants be different or the same, ten years from now...? What will be needed to keep us coming back to 
WUMC? 
 
A lot can happen in 10 years. Do we dare to dream about it? Certainly! We shouldn’t be like ostriches, 
burying our heads in the sand. We deserve to dream and dream BIG. 
 
Someone said, “The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” Start dreaming. 
Imagine without boundaries. Above all, pray in earnest for God’s leading...what does He want as our 
passion in ministry? 
 
Soon we will have an opportunity to ask questions and ponder answers on this subject. We want to hear 
from everyone. 
 
We are also asking for volunteers to host small focus groups in their homes or at the church. These 
meetings will be held throughout the summer, Jun, Jul, Aug and possibly Sept, in an effort, to include 
everyone. If you are willing to host a meeting, please  contact, Barb Vogt, 661-3175, so we may sched-
ule a day and time. 

 
I (we) can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (us). 
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Join us for Fellowship, fun, and food for anyone, any age, 
who lives alone 

 
Thursday, June 10 , 6:00 pm:  Salad Potluck Meal                     

in the church parlor. Bring a favorite salad that                          
you would like to share and your beverage.  

 
Thursday, June 24, at 6:00 p.m.: Meet for Dinner   

Queen Mary Family Restaurant  
4050 North Bend Rd.                                              

( across from Harvest Home Park and Homelawn Ave.) 
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By Gordon Hone 
 
On May 11th , My Neighbor’s Place had its first wedding ceremony . Our 
friend Kareema had asked if she could have her wedding at My Neighbor’s 
Place because all of her relatives lived in Cleveland and that My Neighbor’s 
Place was her family. Through the use of modern technology, a cell phone  
was used to connect with Kareema’s mother in Cleveland so she could be a 
part of this event. Everyone was excited at the idea of having a wedding, 
and Beth Strawhun and Mary Dean Schaumloffel swung into high gear 
making plans for this blessed event. The rest of the volunteers jumped on 
the bandwagon and in one week’s time all the plans were made. Dr. Lee 
performed a beautiful ceremony and our good friend, Ace Elliott, was asked 
to give the bride away. Following the ceremony there was a reception for 
between 50 and 60 people with food prepared by none other than our chef 
extraordinaire, Keith Dennis. Thanks to everyone who was involved in the 
preparation of this event. It was certainly outstanding and another example 
of the community My Neighbor’s Place is. After a brief honeymoon to           
Gatlinburg, Kareema returned home for major back surgery that will keep 
her from My Neighbor’s Place until July. She will be missed and we want to 
keep her in our prayers. 
 
Saturday, May 15th Sharon Spaulding and her volunteer helpers brought the 
Kidz Character Club to My Neighbor’s Place to learn how we help the com-
munity. We shared with the kids how God helps us build friendships and 
help those less fortunate than ourselves. We told them that we would look 
forward to the day when they can come and volunteer and enjoy the great 
experience it is to help others. I was reminded by one of the kids that “it is 
more blessed to give than receive”. Following some refreshments they were 
going to go into the community and pick up litter. 
 

As mentioned, last month we a planning a fishing trip for the men of My 
Neighbor’s Place on Saturday, June 12th. I invite any other individuals who 
enjoy fishing as much as some of the gentlemen that come to My 
Neighbor’s Place do to join us. I think this would be a great opportunity for 
more people to see how strong some of our relationships have become and 
learn more about My Neighbor’s Place. We could also use some people to 
drive. We will plan to leave My Neighbor’s Place around 8:30 and return by 
3:30. Hopefully enough fish will be caught to allow The Men’s Social Group 
to have a fish fry at their next meeting the following Tuesday. Since I am not 
a fisherman myself, I would appreciate it if any of you fishermen out there 
that know of some good fishing holes would call me and share your favorite 
spots. Please contact me at 922-4206 if you plan to join us or know where 
the fish are biting. 

By Josh Lemons, Director of Student Ministry 

This summer is almost here. I’ve announced this at 
youth group, so I’ll just make it public here: Staff Parish 
Relations Committee (SPRC), has approved the hiring 
of two summer interns. Starting June 1st,  Alex and 
Matt will be joining us for a summer’s worth of activities.  
 
Be looking for a summer calendar coming up with dates 
for Ichthus, Middle School Mission Trip, High School 
Mission Trip, and our Young Adult Mission Trip. And 
remember, those of you who are in eighth grade now 
will move up to High School this summer. Those of you 
who are seniors will move to our Young Adult ministries 
this summer and out of The HUB. 
 
Here’s what has been solidified in calendar so far: 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP | Refuge  
Where: We will be going to Jackson Area Ministries this 
summer. 
When: Dates for the Middle School Mission Trip are 
June 27 – July 1 
What: Light construction, painting & repair for needy 
families 
Cost: $150 per person or $250 for a family of two 
 
HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP | The HUB 
Where: Columbus, OH : Church for all people 
When: July 9 -16 
What: Heavy construction, home rehabilitation for 
needy families, painting, dry wall, flooring, etc 
Cost: TBA (Sorry) -- probably close to $150 
 
YOUNG ADULT MISSION TRIP | College Aged 
All details TBA, thinking about New Orleans. Home 
rehabilitation. Ideas, thoughts, questions, comments, 
concerns?…Drop me an email: 
 
Want to know what's going on in the Student Ministry? 
Subscribe to our blog at: 
studentministrywumc.wordpress.com 
 

Follow Josh on Facebook and Twitter (visit wumc.cc for 

those links under staff) 
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I read the other day another report on research 
that has been done on the harmful effects of too 
much television viewing by preschoolers. 
DUHHH!!!  The article reminded us that the 
American Academy of Pediatrics has recom-
mended NO TV for children 2 and under, and no 
more than 2 hours of screen viewing (including 
computer use) for preschoolers in general.  This 

is not new or news.  What is a shame is that we have to keep spending 
money to redo this research so that parents will take these admonitions 
seriously.  However, since summer is coming and children will have 
much more idle time, it probably doesn’t hurt to review the arguments.   
 
Research shows that television viewing of 4+ hours a day can have 
these harmful effects: 
· Obesity 
· Slower than average language development 
· Watching violent situations leads to aggressive behavior 
· Watching risky behaviors encourages imitation 
· Negative gender and racial stereotyping 
· Delayed or stunted social skills 

 
Frankly the best screen time children can have is when parents are     
participating with their child. Computer games, PBS programming, or 
DVD’s are enhanced when the parents are actively engaged and in-
volved.  But we all know that most parents are using the screen time to 
occupy the child so they can be involved in some other activity of their 
own. Regardless of how well intentioned,  the child is left to think what-
ever a child his age might think with no parent to counter an inaccurate 
thought.   

 
Screen watching is largely a stagnate activity. Again there can be posi-
tive arguments made for an educational computer game or a whole-
some PBS show.  There may be some limited interaction                  
possibilities.  Frankly, the Wii and other computer games are amazingly 
sophisticated and in short exposures can be entertaining, educational, 
and enhance eye/hand coordination.  But remember, this is still                
interaction with an inanimate non-flesh and blood person.  

 
So as you, parents, look forward to the children being home all summer, 
plan to discover other ways to entertain and educate your children.    
Cincinnati Family Magazine is a boundless resource of  activities…a 
great many that are free.  Memberships to the YMCA,  Museum Center 
and the Zoo are the greatest bang for the buck.  Web sites are good 
resources for ideas like www.Momslikeme .  Ride the Metro… go to one 
of our many neighborhood playgrounds…The Art Museum is free…The 
Fire Museum is fun.  Many communities have free outdoor concerts          
during the summer -- great for picnicking. Most importantly allow time 
for free, undirected, alone play.  There is great value in exercising the 
imagination, problem solving, and self entertainment.  

 
Cincinnati is rich in family oriented places to go and things to see and 
do.  Children will love it and will love you for being with them.  Oh, and 
don’t forget Vacation Bible School and Music Camp here at Westwood -
- two weeks of fun filled activity in July!! 

Vicki Welsh,  
Preschool               
Director 
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Once again, I am humbled by the generous 
support so many of you give to the Preschool 
in our fundraisers, volunteerism, and your 
offerings.  ����
 
· Recycling cell phones and printer         

cartridges has netted the Preschool 
$124+. 

· The Rummage Sale netted the         
Preschool $800+. 

· The Flower Sale netted the Preschool 
$900+. 

· The Kroger cards usage have netted the 
Preschool an average of $250 per 
month. 

 
In addition, I’d like to say a very public 
“Thank you” to Betty Michael.  She has such 
a wonderful gift of sewing, as many of you 
know.  What once were some immodestly, 
shabbily dressed baby dolls are now the 
height of courtier!  She has taken scraps of 
material and turned them into doll clothes 
that any of us would be proud to wear.  
 
 Thank you Betty!! 
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3/24/2010 - VANCE AIR FORCE BASE, Okla.  -- A tremendous honor was be-
stowed upon an instructor pilot from the 32nd Flying Training Squadron this month. 
Capt. Sam Ensminger, additionally serving as the 71st Mission Support Group ex-
ecutive officer, received the Lt. Col. Martin H. Nelson Instructor Pilot Award. 
 
The award is given annually by the 99th Flying Training Squadron at Randolph AFB, 
Texas, to a member of the T-1 community in honor of a former instructor pilot who 
died of cancer nearly two years ago. 
 
"He (Colonel Nelson) was a pilot's instructor," said Lt. Col. David Cox, commander 
of the 99th FTS. "He epitomized what a professional aviation instructor ought to          
be - positive, articulate, motivating and educational." 
 
Captain Ensminger earned the award for his outstanding achievements as the flight 
commander for four different student classes. During that time he led 26 instructors 
and graduated 55 students. As one former student put it, Captain Ensminger's dedi-
cation to mission and concern for success make him by far the best instructor pilot. 
 
Outside of the flight room, Captain Ensminger worked tirelessly to improve                
operations. He organized the fly-in of a KC-135 to help increase the awareness of 
his students about the life they were about to enter. He also volunteered at the 
Vance Civilian Fly-in to enhance the understanding of local pilots about the T-1 mis-
sion. 
 
When he received the award during a ceremony here April 18, Captain Ensminger 
simply said, "This is to the students." 
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Many of you know the powerful, moving story of the Passion Play and have dreamed of the  opportunity one day 
to witness this magnificent presentation.  
 

Thanks to Educational Opportunities (EO), this cherished opportunity now exists. You will want to be a part of this   
historic pilgrimage and join the Bishop, Char and our fellow West Ohio United Methodists as we share the experi-
ence of this privileged pilgrimage. 
 
 

                                                              Basic Information     
 

Date: July 20, 2010 Event: A nine-day pilgrimage in the heart of Europe centering on the  Oberammergau Pas-
sion Play and including visits to Innsbruck, Salzburg and   magnificent historic castles and cathedrals. You will 
stay in a picturesque village in the Wipptal region of Austria in a chalet type family hotel. 
  
Cost: $2,998 plus $348 from Cincinnati to our international departure city plus $298 for the Passion Play ticket. 
There will be additional fees. Your basic cost includes round trip international  airfare, deluxe motor coaches, first 
class hotels, guided sightseeing, entrance fees, and breakfast and dinner daily. This pilgrimage only occurs once 
every ten years, so take advantage of this opportunity as prices will undoubtedly increase in ten years. Contact         
Pastor Lee and Beth Strawhun soon! 
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Children’s Snapshots 
 
In 2008 67% of children ages 0 to 17 lived with 
two married parents, down from 77% in 1980. 

(childstats.gov) 
 

Full-time day care at a fa-
cility for an infant in 2008 

ranged from $4,056 to 
$15,895 according to the 
National Association of 
Child Care Resource & 

Referral Agencies. 
 

85% of parents believe they have the          
primary responsibility for the moral and spiritual development of 

their children (Transforming  Children Into Spiritual Champions by 
George Barna) 

Rev. Kathleen Kisner,  
Associate Pastor in  

charge of Children &  
Family Ministries,                                               

Christian Education, & 
Small Groups                                                             

Summer Sunday School 
 
Just a reminder, during 9:30 am Sunday school,           

children age 3 through entering Kindergarten 

will meet in the Bumblebee room on the first 

floor. Children going in to grades 1 through 6 will 

meet in God’s Backyard on the second floor.  

Sunday school during The Journey will remain 

the same. 
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This summer Vacation Bible School is blasting out of 
the church and meeting new children in the local area.  
Zoom into the neighborhood with a two hour, all              
encompassing adventure.  If you love VBS, but cannot 
help for the whole week or you just love being with            
children, then this is the ministry for 
you!  To help add boosters to our out of 
sight VBS  program, contact Pastor 
Kathleen. 
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Focus on the ALL in SmALL Groups 
 
The website www.smallgroupministry.com shares the following      
information about leading a small group. 
 
A successful small group has ALL involved and participating.  There 
are two pitfalls which can hinder a group. 
 
1. Leaders assume most of the responsibility. It often seems 
easier to “just do it” rather than delegating.  However, when others 
have responsibilities (bring snack, plan an ice breaker, etc.), they 
feel invested in the group.  It gives the group more continuity and a 
higher energy level. 
 
2. "Air time" -- the amount of time certain people use talking. Ac-
cording to the website, some people “are self-conscious and don't 
share consistently; others have little fear in talking, feel they have a 
lot to say quite often, and seem to be oblivious to the amount of air 
time they're consuming. Generally, in a group of 10 people, two or 
three people use 50% of the air time. This usually isn't healthy.” 
 
To prevent this 

· Lead by example.   
· Do not dominate the conversation. 
· Call on those who have been quiet.  Encourage them while 

preventing others from interrupting. 
· Establish guidelines and expectations up front.  Periodically, 

check with the group to be sure the guidelines are helpful 
and working. 

 
“By focusing on the ALL in smALL groups, you're far more likely to 
experience the joy we all seek when we become a part of a small 
group.” 

 
 

New Curriculum Available for Adults 
 
· Restoring America.  Peter Marshall (husband of 

author Catherine Marshall, The Helper) teaches 
about Christian American history and how under-
standing the past can revive and restore the       
future.  The twenty part DVD series can be           
broken down into smaller segments on the        
pilgrims, the puritans, faith of the founding fa-
thers, the separation of Church and state and 
other topics.On July 4, at 11:00 am, Wesmates 
Class will be using the series to learn about “The 
Christian Principles of the Constitution.” 

 
· Mudhouse Sabbath.  Lauren F. Winner, a convert 

from Orthodox Judaism to Christianity, shares 
about eleven Jewish spiritual practices which can 
transform Christians.   In seven DVD lessons, 
Winner covers the practices of Sabbath, fitting 
food, mourning, hospitality, prayer, body, fasting 
aging, candle-lighting, weddings and doorposts. 

 
· The Teaching of the 12: believing & practicing 

the primitive Christianity of the ancient didache                 
community.  Tony Jones teaches about the       
Didache, an early handbook of an anonymous 
Christian community.  From this ancient text 
comes surprising insights which can impact mod-
ern Christians in their faith journeys. 

 
All of the materials are available in the Education  
Resource Room or contact Pastor Kathleen for more 
information. 
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